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'bl'h.ïàstititeii.ás. neveréxpressed any opinioniIn
aro.ofsécularisation:; adci its·adtion:on the Clérgy
Reiervs'h"as'beehüiimited to this-t has .prnyed,
thitif secu;arisëd the funds th ence-acioning may

Ë ebid"for te oetidow oftif Ctlicli School
f nda ; and'at if the said funds

b declared, pue iicproperty,,and 'distributed as.snch
amonstthe Minicipalities, Catholie schools mnay be
èotitled toý shtare equallywith Protestant schools, in

e: proceeds. This petition originated, not in any
tloitility to Anglicanism, but in'a'tender regard for

dteriglits 'atiiterésta of Caiholicity.
c n heartily reciprocate Dr. Strachan's

-irh.qfor peAe anid good viii betwvixtCatholiics and
rÉioetants. At.the present moment, vhen Chris-

tian and Mahiometan soldiers are figlting inthe saine
tanks, and for the same cause, it would be absurd to
deny'tlie possibility of a friendly co-operation betvixt
Catholhes and Protestants for political objecta. In
religii oindced, Catlobis have as litile in common
with Protestants or Non-Catholics, as witlh Mahome-
tans. . Yet îlus does not iinply the necessity of
enmity,or the impossibility of co-operat ion for poli-
tical purposes, betwixtCatlholies-and Non-Catholies,
whether, Maliometans or Proiestants. And when,

isithe question of the invioiability of ecclesiastical
endowments inade by a competent authority-and we
bave yet ta learn that the authority which set aside
the Clergy Reser'ves for ecclesiastical purposes was
not competent-the interests of Catholies and Non-
Catholies are identical, it vould be as foolish as it
would be uncharitable for them to allow their reli-

'ous differences to prevent a political union, or to in-
terfere with the ordinary intercourse of life and the
mitual interchange of good offices. Anglicans in-
deed call us idolaters, and denounce the nost sacred
offices of our religion as a damnable idolatry ; but
we trust that they put a non-natural interpretation
upon this, as upon many ailier articles of their creed.

On the question of Secularisation we have so often
espressed our opinion, that it is needless for us te say
seore than, that our opinion lias never- akered ; that
we know no cause why Catholics should lend their
id ta the destruction of Protestant endowinents ; but

tliat we kno'w of a thousand why they should not.
ihe timg however is done ; and bitterly wihl Catho-

tics rue the suicidal poelcy which Lhey have pursued.
'We do not say that the Chuirch iwill suffer, for she is
God's Church, and He can sustain-His Church wiith-
out the lhelp, and against the malice, of inan. But
that there will be much individual suffering in conse-
luencer-that as Dr. Strachan says, the spoliation of
1rotestant endowvments vill be follovedti up by the
spoliation of Catholic endowments-that tithies, ec-
elesiastical corporations, convents and Catholic asy-

lms are destined te share the fate of the Clergy
Reserves-and that in consequence, religion will lan-
guish in our rural parishes, and that, stript of their
property left ta them by charitable founders, our edu-
cational establishments will be destroyed, and our
convents-the sole barriers which exist against pau-
perisn-will be deprived of the ineans of succourinc,
the unprotected-are events of vhich no sane person
can reasonably doulit. No man, not altogether an
idiot, but whîat inovs that the secularisation of the
Reserves is looked upon, and advocated, by the
greater part of Protestants, as the Mieans whereby
they shall be enabled ta spoil the Catholic Church io
all lier revenues. That Catholics should have been
aiding and abettinig in such a monstrous policy nust
indeed be a subject of regret to every one who loves
the Church, and vould fain sec her influence extend-
ed and perpeiuated.

But regrets are vain. The fatal policy lias been
consummated ; and Catholics have, by voting for the
,econd reading of Mr. M'Donald's Bill, ratified the
principle that it is desirable te abolishi, even to the
very semblance of connection bctween Church and
State. It is too late for îhem now ta retrace their
steps-or to seek ta explain away the meaning of
their votes. They May mnake thîemselves ridiculous by
their inconsistency, but they cannot hope ·ta avert
the consequences of their folly. We say folly, te
avoid using a harsher expression.

Unlieeded amidst the din of contending nations,
or noticed only with a sneer by the Protestant press,
as an event of no interest, the Prelates of Christen-
dom are about to assemble in the Eternal City, un-
der the guidance of Iim who lias pronised-to bei
with His Churchl "all days." What topies vill prin-!
ipally engagetheir attention, we are not yet inforn-

ed ; but it is generally expected that the decree se
long anxiously loolked for, and ardently desired by the1
Catholic Cliurch,propounding the "Immaculate Con-
ception" of lier vhion all generations have called,
andito the end shal call Blessei, as an article of
Faith, vill be given to the world.

It is not for us te anticipate ; neither would it be
decent for us ta speculate as te the decision tipon this1
momentous questjon, to which the Fathers or' the1
Church wili arrive. But, in answer to an objection
xepeatedly urged by the Non-Catholic world, wve
would remark thîat, in propounding thue " Immaculate
Conception!' af the Mother af God as an article of

*Faithî,theÇChurchi wil!pr oundi ne newv thîing but
'illw merely give lher authoritative sanction to a be-

* ief very generally pi-evaient in, flic Chîurch fr<inn
dhe beginning--aid îvliic thiughi it mnay have been
sonïet.ies. contested ii tue Schtools, i as alhvays met

wiha ready acceptance in the hearts af the simple
faithful.- That the Virgin Mlary was fc re rm ail
aetual sinlias ever been believedi; but on the ques-
tien-af lier Conucepîtion, twio opiniotis hava been put
fo th On~e the more generally hli; that the curse
Pn n îunà e(o Àdain ánd bis descendants wvas by a
pecu r grae;agd in faver of the Blessed Virgin,

,wh o vas thérefoee"Çonceived Immaculate," freec
fram ali :taint af.original sin, pure ass was À dam ere hie
by transgressiónifell. The other that he Mother of<

Christ vas conceived, subject indeed te the gen'eral
law, but, imnmediately after conception, vas cleansed
b>y the specaia and extraordinary action of divine
grace. S Me great naines may be quoted in favor
of the latter opinion ; but the former, thouglh not pro-
nounced asso faith, has always been viewed with the
greater favor by hie Catholic Church, whilst the
other, thougli not formally condemned, lias been as
generally discouintenanced. rThus, hie Church lias
long tolerated flic celebration of the Festival of the
" Immaculate Conception," but lias prohibited the
teaching of doctrines contrary ta the doctrine therein
inplied.

Now, as at tle Council of Nice, the Church in
declaring the Consubstantiality of the Son te hie Fa-
ther, propQunded no new doctrne, but nerely de-
clared authoritatively what liad been flic failli upon
that point froin the beginning-so wiill it bc with thie
"Iininaculate Conception." The Church will simply
declare, after patient and minute investigation, vhiat
is, and lias been, lier belief uîpon the Conceptioi of
the Virgin Mary. She des not pretend te have re-
ceived any new revelation, not contaied in thie ori-
ginal depositum cominitted to lier keeping ; and in
pronouncing lier decree, she vill but deciare, "iThuis
lias it been- handed dew-n to us, thtus do we hold it."

We do not pretend ta go into the evidences in
favor ofi lie doctrine of ilie " rmmaculate Concep-
tion ;" but this ve may be permitted to say, tliat the
miost cursory perusal of ecclesiastical history must
convnce us of its antiqinty. In every age of the
Church it lias been asserted, bath in lie Greek and
Latin Churches; and perhaps its most eloquent and
illustrions defenders are ta be found amongt the Doc-
tors of the East. The strean of tradition can be
traced froin le present day, to tue first centuries oi
Christianity, ere the corruptions of Roine had con-
inenced, or the bright sun hviicih rose at Jerusalem
had been dimmed with a passing cloud.

If wre commence with fite Council of Trent,%ve find
thie Fathers of fliat great Coimcil expressly exempt-
ing the Blessed Virgin from their decree on " Origi-
nal Sin."-Sess. V., de peccato originali. At the
Couincil of Basle, the doctrine of thie " Immaculate
Conception" was declared te be " conformable to
ecclesiastical worship, Cathohic faitli, ight reason,
andi holy Scripture"-Sess. 21; and throucghout the
Middle Ages, the zeal with which this doctrine was
asserted, and the little countenance vith which its
opposite iwas received, are conclusive as ta the opi-
nions generally lield during flic "Ages of Faitli."

If wre consuit the records of a still liighier.antiquity,
the answer is stil lite same. \Ve have the testimony
of a St. Augustin, St. Jerome, St. Cyprian in the
West; in the East, the voice of the Fathers is alinost
unanimous. St. John Chrysostom, speaking of the
signification of thtat Eden, or I place of deliglts," in
which Adam was placed, expressly says that it was a
type offie Bilessed Virgin-Serm. 2, de mut. nom.;
thus giving us to understandf itat, in lier purity, the
Virgin resembled lie earth ere yet, for the sin of
main, the curse liad been pronounced upon it. We
iniglit quote too, the vritings of many of the East-
en Fathers, in vhich the same doctrine of the
"Immaculate Conception," is clearly asserted.

Nor is it in the writings and traditions of Christianity
alone, that wie find uninistakeable evidences of the
highu antiquity, and general prevalence of the belief1
in the " IlImmaculate Conception." If thiese were
silent, if hie vitnesses of ihe Gospel held their peace,
the very stones w-ould cry out and bear their testimo-
ny. Long ere the rise of Malhommedanism, the tra-
dition vas know-n ta, and accepted by, he idolaters
of the Arabian peninsula, wlio must have received it
froin their Christian neiglbors. The tradition ias
old in the days of the prophiet of Islam, and so firinlyt
rooted in thie hearts of his cotuntrymen that lie vas
famin ta embody it in the Koran. In the chapter on

Mary and flic Messiah," ive read-I-" It is said in
the traditions, ' No child is born but the devil bath
touched it at tue time of its birth-wherefore it first
raiseth its voice by crying-excepting Mary and lier
Son.' " The Koran is imdeed no witness as to the
truli of the doctrine ; but it may be accepted as va-
lid testimony as ta ifs great antiquity, and universal
acceptance ; and it is its antiqmuîy, not its truth, that
w-e undertook to establisli.

We had ivritten a fe- words in reply te an attack
in the Montreal rena7z of Saturday last: but
subsequent events have rendered their insertion un-
necessary. The MlontreaTl Frceenan lias breatied
his last ; and.it is not for us te disturb fhie repose, or
to insult the asihes, of the dead.-May he rest in
Peace.e.n -idciaboesra<leorctsso n

not yet been.pràeL." And our Iriih cotenporary
signiiì-antly asks:-
Si"When were <hie ctones placed on the railway ? Be-
fore the accidento.r afLer it, In the one case, there'
vas a diabolical attempt ta depnive persans in an ex-
cursion train cf existence ; in the lattercase, there [las
b9eîi au equarly diabolica l aaept tacast an unjust.
irriptouation, îlot merely upen individiials, but upori an
etitire comminity ! The former is not consistent with
the conduct of Cathioics; the latter is consistent with
*many preceding notorious attempts to cast unjust im-
putations upon the character of the Caihiolie population
oa Irelatid; andthe last of such attempts is that of a
no-Popery parson, who was discovered in the neigh-
borhood of Dublin a fetvyears ago, breulcing the panes
of glass in his owîn draving-room windows, for the
purpose of showig he was persecuted by the Catholie
peasantry !"-Dublin Weekly Telegraph.

On Wednesday last, the Freeman, vith whom we
have noiv donc forever, notihued the world that, ivith
his issue of the 1st inst., his mnortal career terninated,
and tliat lie vas taobe succeeded by a nev tri-weekly
journal-under tlhe title of the Argus-edited by
Mr. Bristou-, late of the Pilot, and ivell known te
the Canadian public for his talent as a politicâl writer,
and lis Inovledge of Canadian politics. The Pros-
pectus whichi ushers in our nes- cotemporary is a
masterly document, but too violently and exclusively
political for the TRUE \VITNESS te notice. The
Argus is opposition, and strongly condemns the pre-
sent Coalition Ministry. If we carmnot endorse all
its political opinions, we may at lcast be permitted ta
wsli it long lie and prosperity.

SEPARATE Scioors.-Thîe Anglicans of Upper
Canada are agihating for separate schools; andi mone
of their meetings liave adopted a petition ta the Le-
gislature, protesting against being confoundedi vith
othier Protestant sects-" as amongst then are ound
nany who den the very fundamental prnnciple of re-
vealed religion"-and prayimg for the samie privileges,
w-ith respect ta separtibe schools, as are enjoyed by
their Catholic fellow-subjects. Tis prayer is rea-
sonable and just. If Anglicans liave conscientious
scruples against the comimon school system, founded
on the principles of their religion, the State lias no
right te tax them for schools of which they cannot
take advantage; and Anglicans have just as good a
-igitto tdemand separate schools as have Cathohies.
\Ve trust therefore thtat the latter vill give their
hearty support the ipetition of the Anglican Synod.
Equality, as before the Law-, for all denoninations,
is our motte. Net an equality of oppression, but an
equality of liberty. "Free Scheools-Freedo aof
Education"-and "No State-Schoolisn," should be
our cry.

We learn from the Bangor Mercury that the out-
rage uipon the 1Rev. Mnr. Bapst swas not the result of
a sudden outburst o passion, but of a deliberately
formned design te put down Popery, fully discussed,
and agreet upon, at a large Protestant meeting,
regularly caeliedi n the town of Ellsworth, and
wvhose proceedings vere published by the Protestant
press. The report that the Rev. Mr. Bapst hiad
died in consequence of the cruelties practised upon
him is, wve are happy ta say, contradicted.

As a proof of the sympathy, wlici, with a few-
honorable exceptions, is feit by the Protestants of
Ainerica for he actors in this covardly outrage upon
a priest, we need only give the folloving paragraphi,
ihich we copy from one of our exchanges.

" THE ELLsWORTi l Ou-rAGE.-The Grand Jury have
refused ta sanction the Bills of tadictmnents against
sever. of the mob, who assaulted the Rsev. Mr. Bapst,
tIle Catholic Priest."

Be it'remenbered that the Rev. Mr. Bapst dis-
tinctly recognised the perpetrators of the attack upon
himtn ; and that the refusai of the Grand Jury ta
sanction the Bills of Indictment, procceded, not from
n>' doulits as ta thie identity' of the persons accused,
but salc iron Uioin wanuProtestant sympathies
ivitî t i accused. An assault on a Ronisl Priest,
a .esuit into the bargain, is a Protest against Popery
ihiieli Protestants generally, are not likely to disap-
prove of. Of course there an soine few exceptions,
and we are happy te say that therc have been same
even in the viciity o Ellswdrtb:~

"Al number of infliueitial Protestant citizens of Ban-

gor have presented the Rev. John Bap.st, with an
elegant gold hunting, chan and seal, of the value of
about $50, to prove t the injnred gentleman that they
are "tgîuvilling ta sec any mari proscribed for wr-
shipping God according ta the dictates of his own
conscience." This privilege they claim, and desire
to extend it to all otliers. The recipieti ackno viedged
the testimonial in a very well writenî letter."-Ame-
rican Pape;.

In vindication however, of the correctness of our
views respecting the entirely, accidental nature of the An account of a fearful Rail-Road catastrope in

Enniskillen Rail-Road catastrophe, ve may lie per- the United States will be found on our sixth page.
initted to appeal to the testimony of the Catholic The loss of lifle his been immense. Forty-seven had

press of Treland, who have clearly establisied these been killed outrighît, andti upwards of forty dangerously
facts. 1. That the engines didi ot coe into col- wyounded, of whom it is feared that many will not

lision with stones, or with any other obstructions, on recover. This accident is evidently entirely attri-

the line of rails. 2. That the rate atwhich the cars butable to the culpable mismanagemeit of the Rail-

were going at the time when the accident occurred .oad Conpany. In the States, as long as they can
-the intoxicated state of the drivers and of the escape punishnent, these Companies seen to care as

greater part of the excursionists-tihe sharp curve of litile for human lile, as for the life of a dog. No

the road,.along whichi tiey were dashing at a rapid goot ,il oe donc wi tluen until t-o or thre aif
pace-and the. bursting asuitnder of the rails conse- the Directors are hung.
quent upon therupture of the "a tie-rods"-are all, or Dr. ,Brownson was on the cars, and our readers

any of them,:amply sufficient to account for the ca- willbe happyto learn,that lue escaped uninjured. The
tastroþhe without recurring to the hypothesis of learned gentleman, together with Mr. F. Meagher,
stones half a ton wveiglt, placed on the road by blood- is mentionedas hainmg been very active in rendering
thirsty Iri hPaiists. As yet, we say thére is not assistance to his wounded fellow-travellers.

fthie slightest shadow of evidence to justify the Orange T e r
press of Ireland'or Canada, in their mendacious slan- Oun NEw GovEiNoa· GENEnL.-TI Quebec ail-
ders aganinst Catholics and Irishinen ; nor to warrant ery saysai N vSatur rasto:-Sin Ednod fHnti il
tlieassuinptioiu ai"1 a dial/olical allempt at whloesale arrive liere Iran Neiv Yn uad h ls inx

th e rsu pt "I atdi bgeneralc accusati hoal sal w eek. It is said tat Lord E lgin w ill leave for Eu-
Crder.c" sys thi general accustio T against ropeby the Conard steamer fromi Boston on the 14th
Catholics," says the Dublin Weekly Telegraph, November. We understand that His Excellency in-
'rests upon an accusation the accuracy of which las tonds giving a grand publia Ball before his-departure.

5
OUTIAGE.-We are very sorry to ]eann that con

Thursday evening the windows of the Rev. Mr.
Lonsdell's house in Laprairie were broken by sodfie
misereants. This seems only part ofaregularsystem
of outrages, the windows of the Churdh of England
Chapel iii ttat village whîere Mr. L officiates havimg
theîn epeatedly broken, ant atempts mate, since
they liai-e been cIoseti with shuitters, taeuvench tiein
ofl in order -to demolih hlie 'windaws. We il
more regret te learn that the authorities of the villig,
though applied to, have taken no effective stepe to de-
teet and arrest the perpetrators of these disgraceful acts
or ta prevent their repetition. Such supineiess on
their pat iwill there ict reason to apprehend, lead to
retaliation.-Monreal11ei-ald, Oct. 30.

As the Rev. Mr. Lonsdell is iell knowun, and re-
spected in thie village of Laprairie, for lis consistent
liberality towards all lbs neigîbhorsb t lts otrages
cannot, ive. hink, be oitsdos-n to religious anintosity.
But w-hiat are thie police about that the rowdy ruifliains
whio commit hîthiem are not lianded over to justice ?

2b the Editor of the 7rue Witness.
Quebec, 27th October, 1854.

DEAn SR-[ copy at foot a petition for a Grant in
favor of a Convent of the Ladies of the- Presentation,
in the town of Sherbrooke ; because it plesents a most
pleasimg contrast between the generous cinduiet of the

rotestants of that locality, and thie disgracefnl bigotiy
of Bhown and othier Protestants in Upper Canada anti
the Uniteti States.

The first signer of this petition is Edward Short,
Resident Judge, and son of ain English minister.-
He was ediucated at Tîhree Riveis, aiid is a iiglily
honorable person, as his behaviour oi this occasimn
slieuva. Maîîy oiflice allier signers are I'rotestaiîs.-
The second signature is tlhat of John Stni, Adi-eate,
the Judge's brother. I believe tlis a fair opjuniutwiuy
for you to make some remarks, contrastinig the hiantid-
sorne conduct of these men with that f otfliers.

Yours sincerely,
LAmruy.

"To TiIE IONonADIl.E Tu LEorsLATIVE ASSEAinLY OF
Tite PilovNUE oF CANADA.

« The Petilion of the undersigned Inhalbita-nts of the
7owu of Sheirirooke and nviciity,

"REsPzEcTFuLLY SHîEWE-rH-
" That, eeling the neocessity of lhaving a school for

females establishted ini the said town of Sihetrbrolm,
divers inhiabitants thereof entered into a subseripin
for the purpose of conîstructinîg a Convent, hvlier ihe
Ladies of the Order of the Presentation iiigit keep a
girl's school.

« That, by these means, a large and expensiveu phit
ai ground was bouight ; and inany generons inliabi-
tants, and your petitioners, have subseribedl owarls
the coistruictioni of the necessary. buildings ; and thai,
nieverthieless, a sufficient amount for the comnpletion of
theml has not yet been collected.

f That, under these circumstances, yc.uur petitioners
pray that your Ilunorable House will grant hlIe iin cf
une thousand pountis, as an aid towards lie bnil-ling
of a female sEhool, tu be kept by the Ladies of the
said Order.

t gne )
" E. SuOnRT,
«J. SNOr,
"V W .D. »rrmR.

"JoeN Fr.L-rs."
And others.

vWe have received from Messrs. Lovel, the 5th
volume of Mr. Christie's.Iistory of Cania, givirg
minute particulars of the disturbances of '37 and '38.

The Quebec correspondent of the Bri/is/h Col6n-
ist tells the following excellent story of Dr. Ryer..
son

Dr. Ryerson, once upon a lime, was a very clever,
and, I believe, a very ionest Methodist preacher. t
was when taverns were scarce in Upper Canada, if
indeed a Methodist preacier ever iad occasion to stop
at one. However, whether lie was a guest or a tra-
veller on the occasion I am about aliuding tu, i know
not ; noi is iit necessary to my purpose te enquire fîr-
iher, than that a Quaker was his companion, and tihat
the house tiey stopped at had one available bed. Not
liking to travel furthe*r and perhaps farc %verse, îluey
cousented to sleep together, and went ul Io bed. Tho
Quaker turned in first, and tie Doctor, as bècame his
calling, knelt duwn and made a most vociferous ani
cloquent prayer, in which he accused hin.lf' of al
sorts of unwoîthimess, and laid te his own chargo cer-
tain magnitudinais sins of omisson as well as con-
mission. At length he concluded, and prepared toi
turn in too, when the Quaket rose up and delivered
himself ilins:-

" Friend Ryerson, if thee art as great a sinner as
thee hast tol the Lord tlhee art--and it is not likelv
thee hast toid Himu a lie-thee shalt not sleep witil
me."

Aor:i RA!R.noAn AcciDENT-20 LivEs LeoST.-
We learn from the Detroit Tribune, that on Friday
night last, an accident oourred on the Lake shore
road near Toledo, by whi'ch 20 lives were lost.-Ila-
milton Gazette.

The Quebec Mereury states that, te judga by appear-
ance, it is the intention of the Riclnmond lRil way
Company net te carry either passengers or mai!s
year. The Chaudiere bridge is not finisiiedI th bal-
lasting of the lino is not completed, and the station
houses at the Point Levi terinirus are net roofed in.

ARREST OF 27 RioTERs-EXrrAonm)N.tan AND TUIa-
BULENT CONDUCT OF TIIEiR ALLEO Ei>LAD21î, IN THE
PosT OrFFcE.-This morning tventy-seven persons
were brought beforo R. G. Belleau, Esq., J.P., at i().
Police Court, on charge of riot and assault, with iin-
tent to murder, being the parties'berter known to ihe
public as the men wJho attacked the Mont morencie
eleution procession, as it came throngh St. Poch's en
th triumphant return of Mr. Gauohon, M.P.P. Toe
accuseti, ail French Canadians, are unknawil 10 Ilie
public save Messrs. Town .Couancillor Rheaumo, and
Mr. Oullet,Notary. They were released on bai- til
Moniday.-.Quebec Mercury.

At Bir th.
At Queboc, on the 26th uit., the wile of Mr, J. O'LeUry, Of

IL sion.


