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ECCLESIASTICAL CALENDAR.

JA^nL~y-iS7.

yriday. o..a n ,Oh
Satirday. ':-Of the OctaVe.
Sundai', 8-Sunday within the Ottave.
Monlmy, 9---Of the Octave.
Tuesday, 1 0-Of lie Octave.
WEdnIesday. 11-Of the Octave.
Thursdfay, 12-0' the Octave.

To Oua SuBsciBErs.-We wish our friends
'jl the complinents of the season ; and tak'e
this opportunity of nentioning that 31r. Gillies
is about to set out oun acollecting tour in the

Ottawal)istrict, where we trust that he may
be well received.

NEWS OF TITE WREK.

The bonbardmeat of Paris, or rather of one
of the outlying forts, Motuit Avron, vlhieh
forbid approach to the City, las it will be seen
actia<lliy comnmenced, ;imd a Prussi:mn despatch

date'l from Versailles. 29th uit., nunces tl.
abandonment of the Fort by the French, ifter
one day's bombardient. What advantage of
position this wil confer on the besiegers we are
not tol']; but froin the little resistance whici
Mount Avron oïc'rerd, 'we e:mn harly supp'se
that it was a post of much limportance to the
defe.nce of the Cniv. Thecold lias been sever c

ail over France, and in consequeice there ha

been much suffering amontgst the German
troops, amongst whom also a very virulent formt
of opthanlmia is said to have broken out. We
are unable to speak withi any degree of cer-

tainty as to the actual state of the besieged.

If their provisions can hold out, they will no
doubt be able to prolong their heroie resistince.
All depends upon that if-

Affairs in Spain appears stormy and ode no
quiet reign to King Amadeus. Gen. Priai
has been shot at, and wounded ,and it ls said
that an extensive conspiracy, comprising both
republicans and Carlists, exists, to drive out the

Italian prince, should he ever set his foot iii

Spain. From Rome there is nothing new to

report, but a great flood of the Tiber is said to
have caused much damage te property. Though
men may laugh, as the first Napolcon iaug he',
at the Papal Ereommunication there can h no

doubt that the sentence which Christ's Vicar

on carth bas just pronounced upon the assail-
ants of the Holy Sec, and the spoliers of the

Estates of tie Church is treated as a serious
matter in Italy. "We will assume the respon-
sibility before the Great Powers," Sella is
reported to have said ut a recent Council of
Miaisters-" That is al very weli Signori,"
replied Victor Emmanuel, who feurs the Devil
even thmough lic fear nlot God--" that is aIll

very well, but will any of you assume the re-

sponsibility as before the Devii." Another
effect of the Excommunication is noticed in the
resignatbion en mi~see af tic officiais in tic Fin-
ance and Treasury departments at Rame. ho
liv-es, will sec whet.her an Excomamunication be

J esti.ng matter or no-.
By later reports from Spala, we leaxrn that

Gencral Prim, o-ne of the prime moavers ln the ·
revolution which distracts thiat unhappy country,
is deaid f'rom the effects af wounîds by hum re-
ceîved. The Duc D'Aosta wiI mneet with a
'warmn receptian ait Madrid, anid wvill be lucky
if he loave the ity alive. Tu ing of Pe-
mont paid a flyimg visit ta Roime, but leftagain
on the 1st instant. It wonl seem as if the
Prussianis were bent upon provokmg Great
Britaîin ta war. Again they have sunk British
ships in the Seine, and Blisnmarck justifies thec
act. At the samne time Russia 1s displaying ber
contempt for Treaty engagements by carrying

.out lier design of placing armed ships on the
Black Sea. With al these outrages and in-
suits Great Britain must tamely put up,

The so-called siege of Paris still contin'ues,
but no effective bombardment has yet conm-
menced. Hunger may force Gen. Trochu to
capitulate, but not till its food be exhausted
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'will Paris allow an enemy within its wal.-

Perhaps before the end of this month the Prus-

sians will be in full retreat, for everything in-
dicates that their attack upon Paris was a

blunder.

THE ART OF SIUFFLINo.-Tle Montreal

Witn.ss is a thorough adept in this art, so <a-

sential to the evangelical journalist. Soine

troublesome correspondent bas, it seàms, ad-

dresscd te him two questions.-questions which

though often put to the evangelical world, have

never yet been' answered. These questionsi

are:-
(1.) How is the Canon of Scripture to be

ascertained without an infallible authority ?
(2.) And when ascertained, who is to m-

trirpret Scripture without the same authority ?
Let us sec how the Witness evades these

questions. To the first, "Low is the Canon of

Scripture to beascertained ?" le reples:-

" A correspondenti asks how the canon of Scrip.
ture is to be ascrtained, (. , whether or not the
A pocr iypha is part of the Bile) without ain injfatllile
authority ;andi, vhen ascertained, who is to interpret
Sc'ripttiae witout the rsame authority We- rephil.
the - Jewish tnatioknwas.1 the custoxdian P' the Oid
''etana'ent. and it did not re-ognise the Apocrypha

a on a -parwit tiithe canttnical b1ooks. The Reforin-
ers carefuliy investigatcd the question, an ireje:ted
the Apocrypha, and it waLs not until the utmonncil of
Trent that the Church of Romne itseltf declared il
ennonical:...-Witne3, IMe. 2th. .

His replly to the second question -'When

the Canon of Scripture is ascert-.ined, who is

to interpret Seripture ?" is equally straight-

forward, and intelligible:-
As for the other branch of thequestion, the Scrip-

ture is given to man not as an enigima, top he solved
by some ncw Edipus, called a Pope, but as a code'
of laws and instructions, intended to he prayerfully
sstudied and understood by ail deront believers. ani
,'ven, bo a ver>' great cxtt'nt y~ those wvho are noLt -ct

¡'brus lt vio ire mek an i iling t icarn."
Wc do not propose t open up here the que-

tion as to the right of, fwhat the Witnese calls.
the 4porypha', to a place in the Canon of
Seripttre; for that is not tih q, r'stion tht the

litness was asked lie was asked "how the
C:non of Scripture is to be ascertained ?"-

Sr:mting, however, for the sake of airgument,
tliit we ca ascertain the Canon if the 01h!
Tectmient from the testinmony ofb the Jews,

stili the question remnains "IIHow is the Canion
of tie New Testamnt to be hoscertaiiied ?"--

We f;r the present waive, w-e say, the question

ai to the Canonicity of theso-called Aptyphe;
but we reiterate the question 1-ow is the
Canon of the Christian Seriptures to be ascer-
tained ?'' Now this is a question to wbiclh in
Prote-tant can return an answer, which does
not expri-essly make an appeal to tradition, or to

some autbhority outside of the Bible ; and whichi
does not aiso iiply the existence on earth, at
someo epoci of the Christian Church, su<bse-

quent to the Apostolic age-(since noue of the

Apostles have left us a Canon of Seripture)-
of a body competent to declare with authoity
wiat writings were, and wiat writings were not,
inspired by the loly Ghost, and therefore euti-

tied to a place in the Canon of Scripture. Notw
such a body must have been infallible, and in-

faillible in the stpernatural order. Tiah ques-

titon whether a person cailld Luke for instance,
w-rote a particular work ? is a qluestion in the

natural order, which natural reason is compe-
tent to deal with ; just as itis competent ta sit

in judgment on die question " Was Sir Philip
Francis the author of Junins' letters ?" But

the question-"Was the person called iik-e

inspired, and supernaturally assistcd by the

ioly Ghost, in the composition of his Gospel.?"
is a question vhici natural reason is utterly
incompetent to deal; and in the discussion of
which human criticisn finds itself' altogether at

fault. We conclude therefore that none but.
an infallible authority, and on, infalliblei inthe

supernatural order, is competent ta define the

Canon of Scripture-or, in other words. to de-

brinime what writings were composed under
the supernatural assistance of the Iloiy Ghost.

SNow w-ha» in substance la the mnearest appratch
ta an answer to bte question--" H'ow is the
Caon af Seripture ta be ascertained ?" that
the Protestant eau nmake ? Ho will reply :-
STho Chtristi:as ai the first centuries, thec

early Churchi, acceptod snch and suchi books
as Canonicali; thereforo" * *i *i Wel i
Whait thon Sir ? If' tese early Christiaîns, if'
this Chaurchi of tic first cnturies, were not,
w-as ntot, infallible ini tic sutpernaturatl ortier,
their reading of certain writings in their reli-

Sgrouîs assemblies, their~ - acceptmace of thiose

writings as iuspired by the HolIy G hast, provtes
only that thcy believed themn ta bo inaspird--
tnot that the writings actually' were imspired.

If we arc twrong, if Protestants ean, withouut
ana appeail ta tradition, anad ta an infallible aîu-
thority, '< ascert<ain bte Canon ai' Scripture t.--
'we challenge the WVitness to conviet us uof error:;
and ta show us how he ascertained the right of
the short biography of Christ commonly known
as the "Gospel according to St. Luke," to take
a place amongst the inspired wrings, or in other
wards li the Cation of Seripture. We will
stick to one work at .a time, for every book of i
the Bible must stand on its own merits.

Should the Witness sec fit to reply to this
call upon him, we will publis his answer in
our colums, if it be not' inordinately lengthy.

The concluding portion of his article in reply
to his troublesome querist as to how,-the

Canon of Seripture having been ascortained,-
the one truc meaning of Seripture is to bc de-

termined from amongst the many contradictory
interpretations put upon it by Protestants-as

for instance by Trinitarian Protestantq, and
Unitarian Protestants?-we must postpone for

the prosent.

A TpoXT.-A N.--ANx ITS APPLiA-
TION.-Our text is taken from the fourth chap-
ter of the Gostel according to St. Matthew,
eigit and following verses (Protestant er-

sion)

The deit taketh him up imto an excreding high
mountain, and sheweth him all the kingdoms of the
world, and the glory of them.

And saithi unto him. Ail these things will I give
thee, if thou illt faill down ani worship me.

Then saith Jesus unto hîaim. (t thtee ence Satin.'.

For the appropriate sermon on this text we

are inidebted to the columis of the MNoutreal
Iï'itne.,ss of the 27tha ult.:-

Near-fli te whol of the Teutons arc Protetanm?
and there lias long been in operration a i xd wlai b'
Wvhich th' l'rotestan t powers have beei risimg in the
wvoril, while tios- uncer Papal ifluience ti hait b'en
i the dccline. Tii-rearc trtain gre'at rrses in th'.

histo'ry of netions and of indiviiiumals when on heii-
luendît fnr a counpamtiv briet riod i i n o

fmîtîrictuirns. 'l ai.;ml a rule httîjpens ietn trulli
and error arr, in thc providence of Goad, presented toI
then sile lv side. and they are asked to sLtate which
they lprefe'r. France rejectetd Protestantisnim and em-
braced 1oi:rr, and sie has been mnarting for hier
choicc ct-c: since. NWluen tPe.so caiiud-d Invincible

choica dae"vhretatened tie overthro roflProtestant En-
gland, Spiîi could boast of 4 000,000 iniabitants
sie lias now only 14,000,001. Heaven has stricken
herin lier first bornas it smote tie Egyptians. With
the growth of Protestantisni in Irland prosperity is
daw'ning upon that unihappy land ytet w'ithin our
times ireland bas lost upward of 2,500,000 inhabi-
tbant, fmore than one-thirdo ithe whole. Left utndier
the dominion ofthe [apacy the logical demonstration
is that thû-r comitric., wili become, lilzth t esîî
!'alrim , a.Tlîl"s rr-miiu owiunc ''llrr''<
rre icfs for th, t 1

w, the lt, th. wol, andi th
>Orpent.

Looking at PruL 's::mt nations, Great Britain had
10,800,000 wlhen the Armada cane ; she has now a.32,-
000.OO0 • in thiese islands. Besides thi, she has
litrgely 1 pCoplc Anncrica, In ia, Auneralia. New
Z-ainnd. nid aile: iismiucis of Ulic Soth. Sfie liai;
eeattîphtl her walth :she ha. seen hir childrn
groi v fi n million to ben limes tin aillions, ,and
bas; spru'ail th(- ii.lov-r alilthe worid.

" Look at Prussia, Oun'l a century and a half
anru, th- titie, of tht Kinr of Prussia was irst assri.
But Protestant truth Nas ored to it anaad acceptei,

nd. amid strgie's, it spread. lite'd with a
sucssio'n of able Electors, and thei of King gual..
l it;she, riusia becanm a formidable king-

dom.
As an application of this Sermon, or in illus-1

tration of the moral and materi:l prospe-rity of

Protest:nt GC rent Britain. we may1 b prmnitted
to quote twu high Pr t ant :imtorities. t:e
first that of Mr. Spurgeon (Evarmelic:d), tl:o
other that of the Isthninis/r -Revier. (Liberal
Protcstant.) The foriner's testimony is given
as under

" The Churcli of Eniandi see'ms to b eaten
through and through with sacrantrntarianismi; but
Nonconformity appears mne to be alt mot as badly
riddled with philosophieal iidmlelity. Those of
whoma we thought better things tire turning asidet
onte im"e nfr" ite fo<uîanitnta]s of tue faitl. tr
firnit n'as lat' doctrineo ofthue etcrnite of futurre
unishmuj ent that haut to be given up; now it mustt

be the very doctrino of the Fall-firat one thing.
then iinothr,e the whiole miiust go. The-y tr.'at our
doctrines as though they were ail to be knocked
down at their gond pleasure ihet'n thiy- choose to
nmuend ouir theolog. 'Throuîch and throigh T he-

tl'ae ve-ry heart of Englandis hlon omrb-col
wiih n damnablu ini''Iity whih dares stili to go
irtu Itu" pilpit and call itself Christian.:

le Wc-stmnstur Revici, October 1870.
. 114, lu like manner bears its witness to
i .dorious physical, mental, and moral con-

clitin of the pe pic of Protestant England:-
""A fc'fact mwilI go far to explamin the d rgneraer

physici andi monail, of our rural population. in
ithe ur 1863 the Privy Cuincil diurected a miedical

fiimtiýirrta le maide io! tthe fnod of tPe petr'r
classslu ha Eu îriri; anti MIr. 'imion. the genticunait
appoint"d to conduc't the inquiry, foumnd, on actual
Clllilat îniie. a ven-yanlariniing defaciene>'. The stan-
(lard a nas tiat ohttdncd fro bexperience
during the Lancashire cotton famine, tinder the in
fluaence of which "starvation discases," as they are
callei, werc provel to supervene. This standard,
il tlhe dIC of a nai uwas 4300 grains of carbon andt
200 grains ofnitrogn. Now, as regards the agri-
euitural population, it was found thuat more than a
fifth had less than the estimated bare sufficiene of 
carbonaccous food, and that more tlan i third hat

lstian te etnbc b ar sumfecn'y of ite

turai counties, B3erkshuire, Oxfotdshire andi semerse't-
shirt', finuffciency of nitrogenious food was thec

so mnuch for the phuysical condition of the agri-
cumtural labourer. His montatl condition is nu better.
Is is' vain to> talk ta him of Uic necessity' af life
insuarance, anntuities far oldi age, or for making a
pîrovision for bis wife and children. FHe barely matn-
tages to> obtamr subsistence froma day bn day, and aill
his efforts are devotedi ta that one object. Lifer with
him is a constant 'i struggie for existence." To talk

la such at i;ixuruy ais education, andi his chiildirrn are
°u~ <itf. tah n° lte . )'b.tan hîimself la th

respelctt. lUad as ls hisi condition im the present, bis
ftntut'e prospests are stili worse. 'The next grade
ab*ove him i9 tua hîigh for hum ev'er ta have a chbance
of reac'lung it. Hea bas nu ambition because he has
nto Pope. Ho must druidge on in lhis on doit way>'
ta the drear-y enîd, and that enîd is the gaoi or the
"n'ouase.

witht the Iower stratum af society' in suach a state
of phtysicai and mentai degradlation, we nreed not»

°odi i u pealenc o n cme. ebsin pria-

îimie deficiency ofoeverything that is necessaary toa
theu comufort anid dcency of donmestic life., Can "w'a
expect the moral condition of those to be otherwiso
than low, whose constant care it is to eani a bare
stubsistence? Unfortunately we nre not left to infer
that such is the case. Wcare supplied with an over-
whelming mass of evidence on this point which
puts the matter boyond dispute. This evidence
prîs but otba e e ncaasivly that crime nnd immor-

-lty jîrevail in England ta an, anrming cxteait. If

*Whcre did our contempurar>' get his figures?7
nlallam puei te population of Engrand in the
XVI. century at about 4,400,000. &e Cond. Eia..

reckoned porsons fron all ranks in Society. The
story of these miracles was published and believ-
od thre and thun, where mad whn tcy arc said
to have occurred. The facets are attested by
eviittosses, literate and illiterat, by non pro-
fcssionals, and by medical men eminient in the
profession. The waters of a spring whieh sud-
denly gushed forth from a roek previously dry,
as in the days of Moses, were subjocted to care-
ful chemical analysis by distinguished ceists

in France,-amongst ofthers by M. Filhot, Pro-'
fessor of Chemistry at Toulouse and Chevalier
of the Legion of Ilonor : the civil authorities
anade the niost searching investigations, in the
hopes of bringing to light imposture somewhere,
but failed signally in lthir attemupts; and in a
word there is no better natural evidence for
the truth of any of tie supernatural pienonmenai
connected wvith the propagation of Christianity,
than there is for the truth of the miracles said
La bave hbec wrought by the miraculous inter-
vention of the Blessed nnd Immaculatc Mother
of God at Lourdes. To those wlho doubt. we
say, read the evidence, and then, but not b-
fore, pronounce your verdict.

If Protestants and non-Christians re-ect this
evidence it is because it establishes not only the
truth of Christianity as a fact in the superna-
tural order, but because it establishes the truth
of that fora of Christiauity callkd Romanîsm,

>opcry, or Catholicity. Al Protestants argue
fron the premiss of the falsity of this reliion,
to the falsity of the miracles whiclh attest its
truth. With a marvellous inecotsi.steiey they
will deny the miracle in which God, the Blessed
Virgin, and the Angels intervene, but will ad-
mit those in which the Devil and his infernal
host are the chief actors. Turning tables they
will trust, and in spirit-rapping and in Planech-
etie they will place thieir faith ; but the report
of a Catholic miracle arouses only their indig-
nant incredulity. The diabolic supernatural
they recognise as at work amongst them ; the
angelie supernatural tbey hold to be impossible.

The work is very well translated by a Lady
of the Holy Cross; the spirit of the original
has been admirably preserved, as well as its
literal meaning. The price of the book is $1.60,
sent free by mail ln Montreal ; and $2 is the New
York publishing price.

Professor B nekie of Etinburgi writes to
the ,S'cosmun, under date Oct. 2bt. pointing
out the nora excellencies of D'fraeuli's latte

-ork Lo/tair, as an antidote to Pilpery. The
learned Profssor with keen eye quickly detcect
the purport of that work ; ani niccly apprî-
ciating the characteristics of Catholicity d
Protestantism respectivclvb. h points out that
ithe best icans of counteracting Papal aggres-

sion tm England, is the calling iii the aid of the
lusts oftliolesh. Scnsuait»y, not logie, i. thic nii.
pon with which Romaniismx nust be met,:ndon-
quered; all other weapons are unavailing
against it.

And so the Prof'essor having pointed ouit
hotv Lothair, the hero of 'Irali's roanucO.
had almost beei made a Catholic of by appetiq
to his spiritual nature-shoiws lio- lie was
rescued from the peril by potent appeals to his
ainaimmal nature. He thus anilyge.4 , with gret
accuracy the several results ofi itse tiwo OF,
posite modes of trcatnen -- the spirituatl or
Catholic process, and the aninal or Protest:ut
process:-

O Our hero is submitted to an altogether different
trettment in the person of the beautiful Greerk girl:
who arc always singing when they aire iot latghinc
and ilwiays lagliing when thy are cnot singing.-
Than this embodiment of gracefutl H{ellenic senSal-
ouusness, and hilarious juvenilih of teper, nothing
coulbd be more suitable to counterat the e'ffect Of
tic itustere an celibtîe virtius which are the prime
bhtemoe of Pupisît euiogy.'

Protestant missions to Papists wil!, if uit
profit by the hint, and will henceforward AdoP
the philosophy of D'Israeli. Instead of tallow
faced, obose amen of God" in rusty black, 3an
dingy white chokers, let theni engage a lot of
jolly girls always laughing and singing, t yt
amongsit the blinded devotees of the Ronid
superstition, as the Apostles and Ev "a flists f
the nîcw religion ; to preach up the delights O'
scnsuality, to insist on the claims of the floChu
and eloquently to denotnce the austere virtUC5
of Popery. Nothing as Professor Blaokie Ob.
scenes, more potent than agencies such as tlese
to counteract the tendencies of Popery.

Under the captiôn n Uinatural Son1, the
annexed.telegram is going the rounds Of t
press

A UNNrTWLA Sox.-Nw YoaEr, Dec e9'

v we ameta believe the a ii reporte that bave from Th terrible r
ta believe the statements of clergymen who have effect that ittine t tine oenlai beorePariawntify hhaegiven the Catholic ee
had ample opportunities of aavertaining the con- Catholie Sisters of Chait dt d e te
dition of the several parishes in which they reside Y and the
or of gentlemen well known for their truthfulness' generaly, opportunity to refute, by tlICjr loble
and philanthropy, then indeed we cannot resist the heroism, the foul slanders of the icr nob
conclusion that this country has reachedi a deptht of Therai, CInLiberal premdegradation that is perfectly appalling 0 An agri- ne ignedpr rreta
cultural labourer's cottage sometimes contains three, admitted, is the first rad foremUost •w teenia
but oftener only tw n roans, and in a great many wherever there is danger,w t id
cases only anc mont, which is used as a living and dDer wherever therc are the
sleeping chamber for the whole family. Sometimes wounded.to be relieved, or, the dyu ar the
in an ordinary sizei room there may be found sleep- be administered, there ttthe. 5 n
ing in close proximity father and mother and grown Post of dan.er
uip sons and daightern. It is ba5l not to be an un- the thirhet of the fire, eol i anuje,
common thiug even to find young men received as the priest, is the Consecrated vi
lodgers whcrc oniy ont room as available for the exta ùio fthc r .1t b en
whole fasily. The conseencce of this atte of etrtig the admiration Of theren -be
things on the rising gencration may be imagined. The following eulogy upon the C
In sie pariabcs the number of illgitinate chil- Br othrs, hom w e ail know a nd res
dren exceedtitrât of thoçe b<.rninflocL Canada as the cmWn

Perhaps this testimony as to the degraded a empIary touchers of ithe rjs
physical, intellectuni, and noral condition of generation, but who in France are a
the laborng classesn mProtestant England, may m icrryin aid to the wounded o the
suggzest to sone that it would have been well battle field-is from the pen of the Peeaijcor.
fbr EnIaland if in the sixtcenthî century she respondent of the London Z7;me
too had replied to the tempter in the words of crt thb nn,; ürs themse-es se tcrtilitibly frc'c front an>' t,,uîder.c.t hlr in(ge~
the Lord in our Text -4Fade ,Satan , "and dut,, c'nsiinr tt t n ay t r hirk de' f fia-ht.e)y llie not the
h:ad remained true to the ancient Catholie Faith 1 " !ng, nor th prOpeet of cross, p,,,

armotion ti> keep their coue up t the r,
of ler fatiiers. As for tie l're.» res E C w r'

___________were. tte crac'k corps-the Ol Id:n j
a'r~, ittr puck 'e prodiinIs. ~li' wr.

S. G. O.. in a letter to thei Time newspalpr. its in tir round ploioubs. Te
sas-'Sadt andi len;rtbened experience hais con"- l n err oun laingt orha fn'l ri'~

'incdI nm' thtat the produ-r of bradl by the sweat fi the tyit rad
of his brow, for his body ssake. and his souls ' ake. fact t do d f , ht the
lan bc placed in no worse position ilhai lhe isat -1'0 i.an y "cy reluIe ote nce til:
homo-- i erry' Enghmêd. Chrirstian England, enu ru a es ofmn.Iswincf hr
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