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AMR. WEBSTER'S DEFENCE OF CHRIS.

‘C1AN MORALITY,
W hope to see Me. \Webster’s Defence of
Cliristian Morulity and ofits professed Teachers,
as a body, as contained in his argnmenl belore the
U. 8. -Supreme Conrtyin the Girard Will case,
published in full in some popular form for dis-
trivntion througzh the cointry. Of all the dis-
tinzuished services which this great man has ren-
dereid to his count:y, this free expression of his
views, on a lopic of paramount interest, is by no
means the least. Ilis manly vindication of the
hronourablz profession, treated with such vulzar
contempt by Mr. Girard, is the more to he priz-
ed, because public sentiment, though stopping
short of the miscrable extreme, is yet extremely
ittiberal and unjust in the censorship which it
exercises over it—a censorship to which no pro-
fession ought to submit, or can submit, with pro-
par self-respect.

On Monday, Mr. \Webster said hie had shown
that the Christian relizion and its general prin-
ciples must ever he regaried as the foundation of
civil society. Ile then proceeded in an cflort to
prove that the tendencies and clfeets of Mr.
Girard’s plan of education as embodicd in his will,
\ve:ie opposed to all religions of every kind. le
said
. ¢ Now, we’ll suppose the case of 2 youth of
cighteen, who has just left this school, and has
gone throngh an education of philosophical mo-
rality, precisely inaccordance with the views and
expressed wishes of the doner. e comcs then
into the world to choose hie religious tenets.  The
very next day, perhaps, after leaving this school,
he comes inta a court of law to give testimony
as a witness.  Sir, [ protest that by such a systein
he would be disfranchised. e is asked, ¢ What
is your religion?’ Iis veply is, ¢ Oh  have not
chosen any ; 1 am going to took round, and see
which suils me best,” He is asked, ‘Are yon a
Christian 22 1le replies, <That invol ves relizious
tenets, and as yet [ have not heen allowed to en-
tertain any.”  Again, <Do you believe in a futnre
state of rewards and punishments 77 and he an-
swers, ¢ That involves seetarian conlroversies,
which have carefully been kept from me.> ¢ Do
you believe in the existence of a God 22 He an
swets that there are clashing doclrines involved in
these things, which he has been tauzht to have
nothing to do with ; that the beliefin the existence
of a God, being one of the first quostions in veli-
gion, he is shortly about to think of that proposi-
tion. Why, sir, it is vain to tell about the des-
truclive tendency of such a system—to argue
upon it is {o insalt the unlerstanding of the hum -
best Christian —it is mare sheer, low, ribald, vul-
gar Deism and infidelity ! (Here the eflact was
almost electric, and some one broke out with ap-
plause, which was stopped.) it opposes all that
isin heaven and on carth, that is worth heing on
earth ! 1t destroys the connecting link between
the creature and the Creator—it opposes that
great system of universal benavolence and good-
ness that binds man (o his Maker. No religion
Lill he is eighteen?  What would be the condition
of all your families —of all your childien ~if re-
ligious fathers and relizious methers were to teach
their sona and daughters no religious tenets tiil
they were cighteea ! What would become of
their morals — their excellence—their purity of
heart and life—theic chastity—their hopz for
time and cternity 2 What would become of all
those thousand lies of swestness,iencvolenee,love
and Christian feeling that now render our young
men and young maidens like comely plants grow-
ing up by a streamlet’s side —the grace of open-
ing manhood—anit the graces of blossoming
womanhood? What would become of all that
now renders Lhe social circle lovely and beloved ?
what would become of society itself?  How
could it exist 2 And is that to be considered a
eharity which strikes at the root of all this—
which subverts all the excellense of social life—
which tends (o destroy the very foundation and
frame-work of society, both in its practices and
in its apinionsj?—that subverts the whole decency,
the whole morality, as well as the whole Chris-
tianity and government of Society T No, sir!
No, sir!?

The dissenters of Birmingham are bestining
themselves in the educa’ion movement. Schools
will eve long be formed in connexion with every
dissenting church in the town,

“THE MYSTERIES OF PARIS.?
Sustetime ago we did not hesitate to express
fully our decided disapprobalion of the Nave
bezring this name, bdlieving it to be an~ of Si-"
tan’s palished shafts aszainst the morality an ! po-!
ligion of the community 3 amd we have tha satis-
faction of knowing that only one friend of fivtiom |
has employed his pen in opposition to what we
wrote.  All productions of the same elass onzhit to,
cease to be read—anxhit to be hell in 2bhorrence!
by the public—-on:ght ta profiibited hy men in paw |
er—ought to he decliimed agxainst by parents and
teachers, and by ministers and members of Chris-
tian Churches,—and then a cheap an! corapt
press, which cares not for the pnrity of the a-e,
wanld be ahashed. There is, in the present day,
an itching for faney, aml tao liltle desire far so-
ber trath, Sone parsons seem to live en air.
We are happy ta see that olher con hictos of
periadicals (hink with us, anl we commend thy
tollowing extract from the _dmerican Messenger
to the atlentian of the reader . —

“Mvsreetus or Panes® axn oruer TRasH.—
As was 0 be expected, the rapid <als of this in-
famons hook Las stimutated the publizhers to tha
production of ather works of the same lizentions
character.  Another of Fugene Ko’ choice of -
fusions, entitled ¢ The Chain of Crime ~a Tule
of passion,” is thirown inte the furnace of wailty
excitement 3 and the depraved appetite still eries
“aive Dygive ! Translators are in full blast ; in
a twelvemonth the lava of Gannan, French, and
Ltalian corruption may all be poured forth on our
defenceless households,

[t is stoted, that while the ¢ Mystariss® wore
in pragress of publication in Paris, the police ar-
rested the author,on the around that its seenes
wera (oa licenlauz even for that carrupt capital.
A hook, then, thit cananot ha tolerated in infidel
and licentions Pasis, may be throwa beaad-cast
npon ont land, and there is no remedy.  Why
15 it not time for virtuons peopiz to asseinble aml
<peak ont the r feelinzs of andirnation, at this
whotesale traflicin mental and moral poison 2—
Chr. Guur.

TIE CHRISTIAN MIRROR.

MONTREAL, TIICRSDAY, MAY 2, (8L

Tde Rev. Dr. Berys arrived in our city
on Friday last, aml preached an admirable
discourse on (hat cvening in the American
Preshyterian Church,  On Sunday last he
delivered three very able and impressive
sermons in St. Gabriel Street Churceh, the
Wesleyan Chapel, and the Ameriean Preshy—
terian Ghurch.  Immense crowds flocked to
tear him, and his addresses appear to have
excited a very lively interest throughout the
religious comwmunity. The Rev. Doctor s
calenlated to give a very high impression of
the practical style and massive power of the
Cvangelical preachers of Scoland. He ad-
dressed a large publie: meeting in the Ameri-
can Presbyterian Church on Monday night,
and a second meeting on Tuesday evening in
the same place.  Dr. Burns also delivered a
missionary address on Tuesday afternoon in
St. Gabricl Strect Church, to a Jarge asscm-
blage of ladies from different congregations of
the city.

Should we he favoured with a detailed ac-
account of the proceedingd of the deputation
in this city, we shall gladly insert it in our
next.

a

FAEE CITURCH OF SCOTLAND.

Ture success of the Free Church Da}Putalion,
in England, forms a very important feature in
the news reccived by the Jeadie.  The in-
trepid champions of that noble cause have
carried their incursion into the very heart of
the English Universities. Depulations have

ivisited the scats of these far famed institutons,

and beer warmly received. The artonished
CGownsmen of Cambridee have heard for the
Gr=t time the eause of the Hendship of Clivist
pleaded 2t thair very ontes, (rom e Ips of
De. Candish. A spivd ol enguiry avhich hag
Leen luilesd asievp within the walls of that ve-
nerable institution bas been awakencd, A
large mecting has also been held in Excter
Hall, London, which was distinenished bra
speech of great pawer from the Honand Rev,
Baptist Noeli— Christicn Guordiar,

7 To orn Covneny Reavirs,~=The
very fow price at which our paper is publivh-
oy obliges us caraesty to request, that alt oce
(ricnds at a distance will make an oo, as
speedily as passihle, to rewit us,y teough our
agents, (or by posty in bills,) the amount of
their respective subseriptions——the expensc of
sending round a colleetor (20 per cent.) being
more than the charge for the paper will war-
rant our incorring.

Six months have now clapsed since the
N Scrics of the
Mirzonr; and the large a Lliional sutlay con -
waquent  upon a weekly issue, renders it
extremely desivable that all our triends should
attend steietly to our terms, viz: payment
halt-yearly in advance.

com:uzocement of the New

Thoze who have
not yet paid for the last hall-year, are respect-
fidly reguested to do so withont delay.

Tue Avoricines or Averica.—A Committea
have been appainted in New-York—consisting of
Messis. Schooleraft, Hollivan, Terplunck, W. L.
Stone, Buder, Rohinsen, and Campbell—whe
have published a eirenlar, dated ¢ Room of the
New Distotical Society, University of New-
York, March, 1814," the object of which is the
collection ef maps, daeds, and papers, &e., to
enable the Committee to prepare a <€ Map of the
State, with all the original Indian names.”” This
i3 an interesting and impartant mtter,

We see that the Rev. Benjamin Slight has
issued the prospactus of a work, (o be published
when asuflicient number of subssrihers can ha ob-
Lainady~ entitled, ¢ Indian R -searches; or facts
concerning  the North American Indians: in-
ciuding Notices of (heir present State of Im-
provement, in their Sazial, Civil, and  Religious
Condition j and Hints for their future advance-
ment.”  Ile may send us a dosen copies.— Chris-
tian Guardian,

“ Inpran Resrarcuns.”?—{Last week we juet
announced a publication bearing this title, by the
Rev. Benjamin Slight, and wished to have a
numberof copies sent us on our own accaunt,
Since then the Book Steward has received a let-
ter from Mr. S., by which we learn more par-
ticularly what the wosk is 5 and judging from his
stalements, we think it will prove to be interest-
ing, and acceplable lo persons who may order it
as directed in the advertisement inserted by us
clsewhere to-day.—~/b.

Subscribers' names for the above work will he
received at the office of the Christian Mirror ; al-
so, by Mre. R. Mucrer, Nuns® Buildings; by Mr.
R. D. Wapsworru, Temperance Depot ; and by
the Wesleyan Ministers throughout the Provineo.
(Sce adverlisement on last page.)

Cassins M. Clay has announeed his determinae
lion to emancipate all his saves in the course of
the present year.  Mr, Clay is a very large slava-
holder, anJd is said (o be the richest man in Keg-
tucky.




