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* THEY RECEIVED THE WORD WITH ALL READINESS OF MIND, AND SEARCHED THE SCRIPTURES DAILY, WHETHER THOSE TIINGS WERE SO.—Acts wvir. 11,
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O sleep, sweet gnest, .
Thou welcorie friend, thy mantle blest |
Around mu soitly wound'in rest,

Iveil my sight. .

Kind be thy dreams,

And holy ; lemd me furth byrstreams,

Where del!s und witd Hownr hanks, in boama,
Sweet beams, lie bright.

Seft on mine ear,
Let vaica of woadbual musie clear,
Melodions fulling, charm and clear,
With myetic might.

And zephyr by, )
Bid lightly, gently, skip and sigh,
WWhite b on by dell doth ply
Her lonely toil.

So, when again
1 wake fo gloomy walls and pain,
My soul, iy Geshened aoul, Uy reign
Shall Blees wrdd praise.

[The abeve vorsss are the compesition of 3 cauutry
irbin bumble fife, who left seboal tan years auu tor
siek bed, 1o W hiel vhe has ever sinne Lesn eonfitied ]
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ZACHARY AND ELUZABETIL

When things are at woret, then God beginga
change. ‘The state of the Jewish churchiwas ex-
tremely correpted, inunediately bufare the news of
the gospel; vet, as bad as it was, notonly the priest-
; Lood, bat the conrses of atteadance contnaed, even
fram David's time 0t Chitst’s. . 1t is o desperately
depraved. condution-of a church, where 1o good

ordars are left, N

Judea passed many trsubles, many alterations ;
yet this orderty combination - ewlured aboul an
cleven humdred  years, A scltled good will not
easily be defeated 5 but in the change of persons
vill “remain wnchanged 5 oand if it be forced 1o give
vav, leaves pamorzble footsteps behind it If
Duvid foresawe the parpetization. of this holy ordi-
raner, haw mach dd he refaice in the knuwled;;(c
ai T Wha would eit be ghal ta do good, on condi-
tion that it may se fong outlive him?

The successive tuns to the legal ministration
Bintd n,y inowbine never intetrupteds  Livenina
foriurs and niserablechurehy there may be a person-
Bl osmeerssion, How bide waorehe Jews hitter

A

SO What i miate ‘A\M‘j!}.:\t'\.“,‘\‘%‘mh wiske
pasenis 70l is the successienof
sexg, thetmakes or justifies a chareh)
cyer hecnme of the parsons, ST
Ul Cdenabinivi

He,

Swoufd  cast eon
smrehad been

A Elinatieth s are jist, bolhinf Natan’y:

v sand e Bantist ol theirg, o Wheneo

¥hgutd b boly xaed spring, i et ofthe Joins
of Ledi? O Itis ok e powet of Uparents Mo
tr taee Bindiess o thetrehiblion il s the blessing

Cof Gud, that Teoffs themin the virtoes of their pa-

cthev - feof them i (heivsins, There isw

v, bud sherre s Hhelibead, of aboly genera-
tion, vhen lhe parendx are such.

Fiizaheth was just, axwell as Zachary ; that the
forarunner of a Saviowr might ke boly on both sides.
1 the stock and the gralt be not both goad, there is
neh danger af the fuite 18 is a happy mateh,
whei the hushand and the wile are one § not only
in themsetves, butin Godj; nol more in flash, than
in the Rpirit,  Gracz makes no difference of sexes:
rather, the weaker carries away the niore honour
beeaase it hath Lad less helps,

It is easy to observe, that (he New Tesiament
alfordeth wore storzof goad women than the old.
Flizabetl led the ring of this mercy ; whose barren-
ness ended in o miraculous fruit, both of her boedy
aud of her time,

This religions padt made uo lesg progress in vivlue
than in age; und yet their virtue could not meke
their bestage fmitinl,  Elizabeth wos batren. A
just soul and abarren womb may well agree toge-
ther.  Amongst the Jews, barrenress was not 2
defect only, but a vaproach: yet, while this good
woman was {ruitful of holy obedience, she was bar-,
ren of children, - Ag Johu, which was miraculously
conceived by man, was a it fererunner of lir
that was conceived by the Holy Ghost ; so a barren
malron was meet to inake way fora virgin,

None bat a gson of Aaron might offer incense o
God in the femple, and nol cvery son ot Aaron
and not any one at all seasons.  God is a God ol
order ; and hates confusion, no less than irreligion,
Albeithe hath not so ‘stuaitened liimself under’the
‘gospel,as to tie his services 1o persons or places,
yel his choice is now no less curious, ‘because il is

~more large. @ e allows none but the authorised ;
he autheriseth none but the worthy,  ~ .~

The incense doth cver smell of the hand that offers

it, L.doubl not; but that werfume was swealer,

which aseended up from the hand of a just Zachary,

* € The sacrifice of the \icked is abomination to God.?

“There were courses of ministration in. the Jegal

- services. . God uever purposed toburden any of his

‘creatures with devotion, - How vain is the ambition

of any soul, that -wauld load itsell with the' univer-

““aal charge of all men ! "How thankless is their Inhour,

that do wilfully overspend. themselves in their ordi-

-.nary vacalions !

“.: As Zachary had a course in God’s house, 5o he:

" carefully observed it.” ‘Ihe favour-of these respites
. Qoubled his diligence. © The more bhigh: and sacred

.ourealling is, the mora' dangerous is neglect. . /Itis

;- our_honour, that wae may be allowed to wail on ' the:

*God of heaven in these immediale services.: . Wo be
tousyilowe ;slacken: those - duties, -wherein - God
1 honours us ‘morc ‘than we can honour: him l—Bishop

J
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of the House of Bishops, to the Clergy and Laily of
the Prolestunt Episcopel Chwreh in thz United
Stutes of dmerica, 1817,
Beloved Brethren,—In compliance with one of

A our canons, the Bishops beg leave, at the close of

the Tricanial Convention of [Gi7, to address them-

{ selves in a Pastoral. Letter to the members of our

Churelt in these United States. “Althongh subjects
of greal importance and painful . interest have been
under consideration, and ‘the same been eanestly
discussed, il is most gratifying to reflect that, throngh
tha restraining influencey of the lHoly Spisit, our
public discussions have been conducted with great
moderation and propricty, and that, under the super-
intending providence of God, our deliberalions have
terminated in the adoption of measures which we
may be permitted to bope will result in the best in-
terests of the Church.—Let it be the resolve of each
of us that we will use our best endeavors to promate
this happy result, and let our prayers be offered up
to Heaven, for that blesging without which all she
uiforls and counsels of man will be unavailing,

The Bishopz, as directed by the 8th canon of
1814, have had before them, from all parts of eur
witde-spreading  communien, teports of the prograss
and condition of the same during the last trieanial
perind, and are happy to be able to state that God
still vouchaafes to prant unmerited biessings to our
Chureh, Her cords are still lengthening and streteh-
ing inta new portions of the land, and her stakes
leagiliened where she was already established. In
the number of new Churclies built, and cungregations
farmed, in some of the Dioceses, in the additions to
the communion in others, amd in the enconraging
manner in which mest ot the reports gpeak ot the
general conditinn of  their Dioceses, we cherish the
hope that there may be seen the signs of something
far more important than any outvrard prozperily 3
tor it wonld yield us no consolation to heir of num-
bers being added to the Chureh, ualess it was ac-
companied with the good hope that they were of
such- ¢ as shall he saved.” While, however, we
shauld thank God for. the past, and lake courage,
hoping for more of the divine blessing in the future,
it becomes us in deep humility before God to inquire
how faithiully we bave used the many talents com-
ritted fo cor trust ; and whether, if we had been
moze dilizent in the performance of all our duties,
we mizht not have received a much larger effasion
ef the ¥pirit for the conversion of sinners, for the
perfecting of the saints, and the eflectual operation
of ail the institutions of the Chureh,. When we
consider the many advantages” with: which we are
favoured for: the piomotien of pure and undefiled re-
i Hgion, and think wpoen the wealthy intsllizence and
tuluence - beldging (o) our communion ;. when e
remember e freenass and {uless 6t God's grace (o
his perple wiio pray uatd him through bis Son Jesus
Chrisliy when weread the sare vwisimises f . his!
ward to these whn-nre
Tull proaf ufs their!
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opir bosopiry weuld ot midsienany socintics ve
neaely- canse o cumplain At the meanstof doing
tieir great:veorks in the mest effectual manncrara so
seantily aforded 7 While rejoicing, therefore, at
what has been done, at:l in the Wlessings granted, it
beconies all e movrn it so much ‘has bean 1ai
utdone, ansd so many Wessings thereby forfeited.
God™s true childsen, and espeanaily his Taithfal mi-
nisters, have always been digposed thus 1o humbis
themseives ab the thought even of their hast works,
and wonder that they should el be permitied t
serve such a master, and Jabour in such 1 canse,
vaprefitable and unwerthy as they feel themselves
lo ba.

To these few reinarks on the general condition of
the Chureh we huvs only te add, that one new
Docese has heen admitled to onr Union. the Dio-
cese of Wisconsin j one heloved brother welcemed
into our houze, the Bishop of Pennsylvania ; and
ihat dmwediataly after our separation  anather,
most worthy of our coniidence, will, by divine per-
missicn, be conseerated for the Discese of Maine.

Plaving thus, in complianse with past usage and
the oxpressed wish of onr brethren, the Cleriea
and Lay Delezates of the Convention, naticed sueb
facts as seemmld to require our special attention, we
proceed as herelefore to address a few words of
counsel {o the ministers and members of our commu-
nion seattered abroad hrougi this widely extended
and highly favered land.  In reewmring to the Pas-
toral Letters which have been addressed to the
Lipiscopal Church of America from its. first estab-
lishment o the present time, we perceive thal
great care has bzen {aken to present, with due prom-
inence, and in jast proportion, not only the greal
doctrinal Teatnres of our holy religion, but those
peculiarities of our external organization, which, as
we believe, have come down to us with a divine
sanction from the times of the Apostles, Nor has it
been omitled from time to time to warn against any
movements which scemed fo threaten =ither the
sounduess of the < faith once delivered lo the
Saintsy? or the integrity of the Church in its ex~
ternal arrangements as received: from cur fathers:
Trusting  that these admonitions have not been
without some salutary  influence in: times past, and
hoping thal “they will. not he: forgotten "in time lo
come, we shall on the present oceasion forbear: their
repetition, and cinvite: the. serious attention of the
Church ot large to o few topics of & more;practical
nature, whose importance all' must feel;"and about
which,surely, there can beno diversity of sentiment
whatever, v o o e Tl e -

We have already said how. much it becomes us
{o: be thankful that notwithstanding our unwvorthi-
ness, and that we have come: so short of “our duty
An all things, God Niss still vauchisafed (o bless the
teeble eflorts which have been made for the exten-
sion of his kingdom upon eazth’; and that our endea-
vour.should be, hy increased fidelity and zeal to ob-
tain, -through the .intercession of our blessed Re-
deemer, much larger méasures of grace in- time to
come, i e e L :

con their faithfolness as ¢ Ambassadors for Christ,?

S Pt and mmake iistry which consists'in the due and solemn administ
sl 3 -lv’.ill}" Hi HELN

tosinkdai iy

Jand 1o the lessentng of these ol ordinances in' the

ten in our hearls, known and read of all men.”’
The eonduct of these who profess .the Gospel is
regarded as the legible mamfestation of the spirit
and instructions of - their religious teachers and
guides.  Men do and will judge of the nature of
our religion, and form their estimate of ity from’ the
general temper and Jdeportment of those who call
themselves Christians. - Henee the deep cencern of
the Apostles, expressed in various ways, that the
walk of Christians should be worthy of their holy
vocation, that ¢ their conversation should be as be-
cometh the Gospel’? © Where thiz consistency is
found, and in proportion to its prevalence, the heauty
and excellence of our blessed religion will be under-
stood by minds of every capacity, and feit by persons
of every grade of moral character. This most bappy
practical influence we earnestly covet for yourown
advancement and comf{ort in the Divine life, and on
sccount of its salutary influence in commending our
common faith to those who are yet strangers to its
power. When those who have named the name of
Christ are careful to depart from all iniguity, stu-
dious {o avoid all sinful conformity tv the world,
diligent in cultivating the graces of the Spirit—
when they bring forth plenteously the fruits of right-
eousness, and live in unity and godly love, they
thus furnish a clear and excellent” commentary on
the Christian ministry—a commentary ¢ known
and read of all men.”

Suffer, then, one word of exhortation while we
affectionately beseech you that¢as ye have re-
ceived of us how ye onght to walk and to please
God, so ye would ahound more and more.”” To you,
as {0 the first disciples, it may be said: ¢« All things
are yours.”  Yours are the oracles of - God, which
are able tomake you wise unlosalvation. Yours
are the exceeding greatand precious promises, by
which we become partakers of the Divine nature.
Yours are the ministers'of the everlasting Gospel, to
whom, in the faithful discharge of their duty, the
presence and blessing of Christ is pledged. Yours
are the Holy Sacraments and other means of grace
which, rightly used, insure the spiritual benefits for
which they were instituted. Having such advan-
tazes, how much may be expected of you! how
should you be continually growing in grace, and in
the knowledize of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ,
walking in the truth yourselves, and causing your
lizht to shine all around you for the benefit of others!

counsel, nddressed to the ministers and members of
ottr cominuinion. : ‘

And first, we speak. to our dear brethren in the
Ministry. How deaply affecting to nsis ihe con-
sideration that, from the cstablished relation be-
tween us and these commided to cur charge, it
must ever be as a general truth thal what the
clergy are in point of doctrine and persoral holiness,
such will be for the most part the character of the
people.  While o greater blessing cannet be granted
to a peeple, than pastors after God®a own heart, the
heaviezt of ‘all calamities whish cam befall them,
are pasfers who eruze them lo err. What responsi-
bilities then are faid npon 4 to be good stewards of
the manifold grace of God. ' We are and must he,
to these wio hiear us3, ¢ a savour of life unto life, or
of deail) unto death ;> and therefore may we well ex-
clamm, “who is sulficient for these things?”? It is, how-
aver,blesscd be God,most encouraging to us in view of
our great waork, and the account to be rendered, to
reflect that there is no duly committed to man in
which he has such an assurance of the divine bless-
ing, as the work of the Ministry. If, according to
our ordination vows, we labor ¢ as much as lieth in
us,** ¢ drawing all onr caves and studies that way,”
or according to God’s commands ¢ give ourselves
wholly to the work,” ¢ taking heed to ourselves
and the doctrine, and continumg in them,” we
shall not fail to be saved ourselves, and to be the
instrument of salvalion to many who hear ns. Let
us then, dear brethren, as we wish to have an
Apostolic Chinrch, not only in outward order, hut in
inward life and holiness, tabor as ministets of God to
fulfibour work in the spirit of the holy Apostles.
"They never ceased (o realize what they were, what
they had to do, and what infinite interests depended

They gave themselves entively as living saerifices,
consecrated in every affection and faculty to the
work. Theirconstant theme, publicly and from
house o house, was <« Jesus Christ and him cruci-
fied,>> To set himi forth in his gloricus person and
in his gracious offices, as the Saviour of sinners 3 to
convince men of their need of his justifying right-
eousness, and to  lead thewm by repentance and a
living faith to embrace ity and then to walk in holi-
ness and righteousness as becometh saints, was their
all-absorbing desire and constant labor,  Thus en-

gaged, little did they care fer this world’s goods and | While this is the privilege and duty of all Chris-
lionors § and, dear brethren, let ue all walk by the

. 3 tians, ot all times, in all places, we feel bound to say,
same rule, and mind the same things, and so will | that at this time, and in this land, the lay-members
the work of the Lord prospzr in our bhands. of our communion, by reason of their pesition in so-

While we thus exhort our brethren of the Minis- | ciety—high and commanding as they must feel it to
1ty lo the most entire devoteduess of thamselves to | be, by reason of the past:history and present circum-
their whele work, and to a personal ‘holiness which | stances of ovr Church—are brought "under the most
shall serve as a brightexample to their flacks, and | solemn obligations to aim at” the highest eminence
while we urge them to the faith(ul use of “¢heward | in .all spinteal attainments, and to come hehind
38 the mighty irstruent for the conversion of souls, | none in every good work.: We wish them to-be en-
we would nut e wiinindlul of that patt of the min- | lightened Christians; and, in erder ‘to thiz, we: do
not discountenance, but most earnestly urge them to
the searching of the Scriptures daily, that they may
ste whether: the things we'speak be “so, and " thus
p:\u};c aall’ things,- holding fast -onlythat 'whichis
Foo:

tration of-the Holy Sacraments, ordained by Christ
Vimself o Inotder that these heavenly ordinances
may-he what Godidesimed thém {0 bey'and’ es our
‘artiele Rappily ‘expresses iy, | {néssos and
3 ras of grace'and God's’g vitl towards:
e i whish e deth s workinvisibly e in s,
let us b careful{o sex that those who come to them
<o vizhily, worthily cand aeith it e e
same,; e =that mnation,

{or us continually and’ most earnéstly; that we may
open our.mouths boldly and. speak: as.we: ought.to
speakyt We eall ofi ‘them [to. be iworkers together

ve with Clirist, for Ulie extension of his

ortiilyy and ~withif receiv
“may not be ta'their conden

)

with'us, as;v
Kingdom'in‘all the ways appointed for tbem”of Hea-
ven. Tliere are those who seem to {hink, that when
they have contributed their proportion to the téinporal
comfert of God's ministers, the duty of co-operation is
over. Farbe it from us 1o encourage such an un-
worthy thought. And yet the Bishops feel that they
may be permitied, on this occasion, to speak one
word in behall of their brethren, many of whem are
very poor in this world’s goods. We would say to
the Laity, that the duty of providing fer tiem,
thouzh not theironly duly, is yeta very necessary
part thereof, and that the inspired Apostle, while
asking nothing for himself, yet earnestly pleaded for
his associates. 1f your ministers are devoted to the
promotion of your spiritual benefityit is but right
that you should pay a due regardto their temporal
wants.  We would not have them to be burthen-
some to you hy unreasonable demznds, nor should
vou consent fo see them bowed down under a
weight of care, lest their very necessities, and the
necessities of their families be unsupplied. 'The
ministers of God are yours, not o serve you for
nought, or for a most insuilicient support, but to mi-
nister to you faithfully in spiritual things, and to be
ministered uate Lindly by you in temporal things.
Therefore by a due attention to their temperal ne-
cessities, encourage them, we Leseech you, to give
themselves wholly to the worl of the Ministry, that
they mey thus make full proof thereof, But think

esteem of others. ‘To this end, let those who'in
riper yaars are admilted to Baptism, as well as those
whe  for the first time come'to the Lorn!®s Supper,
be Faithiully instracted in” the nature of that iving
faith and’; heartfelt penitence, - without. which, ac-
cording {o - God’s word- and euar’owa articles and
offices, they cannot worthily partake of either.
As we weuld alsodo our part towards commending
and making most efiectual the interesting ordinance
of Infant Laptism which our Chureh rightly retains
«¢ gs most agreeabla to the institation of Christ,? let
us see thatit be not done in a corner, as thaugh we
were ashamed of it, or dowited ofits acceptableness
to God, but publicly, belore the congregation, having
the prayers of God’s people, and with ¢ (he answer
of 2 zood conscience™ on the part of those presenting
them. Nor can we be too earnest in exhorting our
dear brethren to regard these little ones as Jambs of
Carist’s flock, whom they ate bound most carefully
to wateh over and provide for. This is 2 duty
which they caunaty without great guilt, devolve on
athere, however lawlul it may be toavail themselves
of the aid of othars in order {o perform it wore
effectualiy.  We hizhly esteemn and commend, as
anxiliaries to the DBlinistry, where they are con-
ducted by pious and intelligent teachers, the Sun-
day-scireols of the Church, but hope they wilt
never supersede the duty enjoined upon all pas-

tors, by the (ancns of our own and- Motherjnot that in doing ihis you have discharged all
Churcly  openly, before the congregation, to{which God requires of you. Each one of you,in

instruct the children in the truths of  our
holy religion, us a goide using the catechism
provided by the Church. By the right use of such
provision of the Church, our ministers will be
enabled to fuifil a most important part of their duty
—the right preparation of the young for the renewal
of their baptismal vows in {he solemn rite of Con-
firmation. - Let this he faithfully performed, and
the qualifications - for a public confession of Christ
with a view to the participation of the Lord’s Sup-
per. beset forth according to the plain design of our
standards, and we cannot conceive how a more ef-
feetual barrier.can be raised against the introduction
of the unworthy into full communion with the
Chureh, so far a9 that' eommunion consisis in {he
participation of - its ordinances, - By a steady, per-
severing .and: hearty devolion to ‘these and other
duties which'we have not time even to enumerate,
the Bishops.are well persuaded, should we be per-
mitted again to tmeet,-in «General -Convention, the
representatives of the diflerent Dioceses will be able
to: furnish a far more cncouraging account of the
spiritual prosperity of our Church, . '
- With these few words to.our, beloved brethren of
the . Clergy; we turn for 2 moment' to the not less’
beloved of the Laity, addressing ourselves to. them
with paternal confitence and affectionate solicitude.
We are well aware that, as: Minisiers,of Christ,
our comfor{ and. usefulness, and - the -prasperity of
our communion,: do, under God, depend largely on
the people who constitute our ¢harge. -Such was {he
minb of St. Paul in regard to this irportant relation.

his vocatien, according to age and other circum-
stances, must, by word and deed, be auxiliary to the
Ministry in your several patishes. Parents must
aid them by bringing up their children in the nur-
ture and admonition of the Lord. ‘T'he heads of fa-
wilies must aid them by the instruction given to
their domestics, and by the pious regulation of their
households. Each one should be 2 priest in-his own
house, and so aver{ that fury which is threatened
against all those families which callnot on the name
of the Lord. "Of all Christians it is written, that
they are not only a peculiar people, but a ¢ royal
priesthood,” to show forth the praises of the Lord ;
and never, through any false modesty, must they
stirink from this high tespansibility. Not. Christian
Ministers only, but Christian peaple, are appointad
tobe as salt to the earth and light to the world.
With the Apostle, therefore, we would - constantly
aflirm, that they which bave believed be careful {o
maintain good works, for they are acceptable to God,
and profitablé to us and our fellow-men. Vhiie we
are saved by grace through faith, andnot of works ;
while there is; and can be,” no'merit in man, all
merit - being  in our Blessed Redeemer—yet it is
the bounden duty of all the redeemed so to live that
Christ may be glorified in his saiuts, and adimired in
all those who believe ; and il this be not their éarn-
estdesire and honest endeavour, it is’ thereby shown
that they are none of - His. © And now, brethren
helovad, permit us to sam up all our exhortations on
this head, in the beautifnl and: comprehensive words
of an - Apostle ¢ Finally,” whatsoever things ‘are

| We.would: endeavour to impress .llliS"grcnt duty !

Ience, in-his second Iupistle to the. Corinthians, -he

true,  whatsoever things “are “honest, - whalsoever
thus expresses himself: ¢ Ye are our epistle, writ-

thines are just, whatsoever things are purey: whalses

‘ ~Instead: of thinking: {hat ours-is the excint
sive'privilege.of.inlercession, we wish” them topray

{0 the spot, requested him to delail tome'the .
‘stances 6{' the glorous ‘mimele; pointing to “
“ture, ‘Pl stranger with great gravily

“zowvinked at himy $miled ai mey:
Afinished; exultingly  asked;.

-endeavours to settle the donbis

—

“Votuvur IV.—No. 35] . QUEBEC, THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 25, 1847. [ WioLr Nuber 191
e = et Ty =rv STrOETT e : T B T T T T . : N mrren— |
TPO-SLERD, ; THE PASTORAL LETTER, Iu;\m\ your minds by a few words of aflectionate

ever things ave lovely, whatsoevec: things are of
good report 5 if there be-any vittne; and if there be -
any praise, think on these things.” e
Fewand plain have been our- words, dear bre-
thren; yet, if these be humbly received and faith-
fully observed, it will not be in vain that your Bish-
ops have been permitted lo address you'once more:
and yet, before we take a ‘last farewell, we must
speak one word {o you, not merely as Ministers and
Members of our beloved Church, ‘planted by God’s -
right hand in this western world, bat as individuals
of this great nation, as citizens of this highly faveur-
¢d land.  Destined to be a mighty inetrument in
God’s hand for great purposes towards his Church
and the whole human race, our country is'an object
of the deepest interest to the - philanthropist ‘and the
Christian. Great has been the favour of  Ileaven
towards it for a long series of years. The blessings
of civil and religious liberty are enjoyed hy us in an
unexampled degree.  Our fertile soil yields more
than is needed for our own use, although' the popu-
lation of the land increases with a myst Fearful rapi-
dity. The poor and suffering of the old world are
annually pouring themselves by thousands and hun-
dreds of thousands into this land of abundance, but
still it overflows. During the past year, when, in
the Providence of God, famine with all its attendant
horrors was permitted to visit one portion of the
land of our forefathers, and when desolalion seemed
about to reign therein, that God who first gave the
means, put it into the hearls of our fellow-citizens
to bring forth of their abundance, and hid the winds
and - waves waft their stores to the rescue of thou-
sands from the most horrid form of a slow, consuming
death. The prayers of pertishing millions and the
gratitude of a nation have been ours,” while the
thus mitigated calamity, by the overruling provi-
dence of God, will help to cement a blessed union
between two of the greatest nations in Christendoms,
May that union never be broken, but continue to
strengthen more and noret and may England and
America be ever found not only ready to pour forth
their treasures each on the other whenever the time
of need shall come, but to_unite in every Christian
effort for the conversion of the world! May they
be generous rivals only in what is great and good,
and for the denefitof a fallen race !

Gladly would we now conclude, and contemplate
nothing but love and peace lhroughont the world ;
but that happiness is forbidden us. Our country is
once more tnvolved in the horrors of war, the end
whereol can only be seen by the Omniscient One.
Friends, neighbours, children, husbands, have been
called to battle in a distantland. Many who have

Others are covered with “wounds, and no kind rela-
tive is there. to bind them up; while disease has
swept away its thousands.. How many more may
bleed and die, and “what other calamities may en+

interlering with questions which - divide and agitate
the minds:of “outr  fellow-citizens, and' from: whicli:
your Bisheps have' always ‘abstained in- their: P
toral Addresses,:we feel’ solemnly bound:
‘the example of the inspired Apostle;and.in hi
calioryibale supplications and prayersy interce g
and'giving of ‘thanks be made for ‘all men i es=
pecially for these ¢ that are in zuthority,” that
‘may lead quict and peaccable lives ‘in all godliness
-and:honesty,” 2{We doubtinot: butithat thousands of
hzaris have already Deen” thas liited “up in fervent
ptayer ; butit would be a’‘great neglect ‘on our part;

a'special call upon those whom' we' addressto per-
form their duty faithfully, by continuel: and earnest
entreaties to the God of Puace to brinz to a speedy

tinent, as well as to make wars 1o cease even {p the
ends of the earth. But should God for our sins re-
fuse lo grant ous petition—should war slill continua
to rage abroad and strife to prevail at home, then let
us still pray that all may be overruled for good—
that the kingdom of Christ may be advanced there-
by, and the happy period soon arrive when the
kingdoms of this world shall become the kingdoms

knowledge of the Lord. And now, commendin
you all to the grace of God the Father, Son, an
Holy Ghost, we bid you an affectionate farewell.

IRRESISTIBLE EVIDENCE, IN SICILY.

During our residence in Catania, I went to view
the magnificent church of the Benedictines with
our host, a respeclable man, who had received an
education superior o his frank in life. One of the
first objects to whicli he directed my atlention was
a painting on the wall, representing a stupendous
wiracle of Saint Nichelas ; the subject being taken
from a lagendary story of two infants cut info small
pizees by Saracenic infidels before the eyes of their
mother ; who, being strong in faith, carafully col-
lected the scatterad merabers, and salted themin a
cask, 3heis represented in a supplicating . attitude
before the saint, who exerts his power in re-uniting
the limbs of her children ; and they are seen creep-
ing out of the pickie-tub at the holy man’s com-
mand.  This extraordinary subject gave rise to-the
following conversation: ¢ Don Lerenzo; will you
inform an ignorant traveller whetheritbe a real fact
which 1his picture records 2 ¢ Signore !
(with his mouth wide open, from astonishment at
the question) don’t you see it is?—s See it ?

‘whete 29— Before’ your eyes ; is it not upon:the

canvas 72— Oh! certainly [ see itthere;. buta
painting does not prove a miracle ;.so0 tell me ifix
isin the Bible ?*— Quisaccia 7 (who kiiows) 7>
—i¢ Have you then any other aulhority 77:<¢ Ta hp
sure 1 have ; it is in the - writings of holy men:?—
¢« ‘That may be a reason for your’ belief, but it does .
not convince me, who suspect :thess holy .men fo

are'so hard of belief, I will soon satisty you ;7 ‘and
wilh an’ air of anticipated trivmph he'ran’aetoss the -

and dow one of the wisles; and forcibly dragging him-

Ahe history ‘at targe; during which'time Don ;[
| ud“whe
SWhat I hads

¢ Nothing but 1o thank thisz :

‘congratulate Don” Lorenzo v

already fallen lie buried' far from their homes. ;-

sue,.is all unknown to us. But withiout in the least ;/

10 perniitsuch an deeasion as 'this. to pass; Without'

{ermination the warfare which now afiticts this con= -

of Christ, and the whole earth be covered with the -

have been great impostors.”’—¢ Qh then since’you

chitrch to a priest” who happened to be'walking'up. "= S

entered pon

e
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