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"NO,' i\\,ont," saîd Yu ilsien, clos-ing lier wilful thirleen-year-
01(1 mouthi with) a snap.

''ldee,"1 gravely answered:
reneuwerwliat may be the result

of disohiedience. A parent may send
-n uiifihial child tu lthe magistrale for
d1(e-;pitation. 1 suppose that 1, as
your- legal guardian, could do the
sadinei t yoU.ý

"You eau, but you won'l," she
said, lookiîîg up at me wibh a broad
siile from, lier favourite seat on the
ruig at nmy feet. "Even when I'm
really bad, you liever so much as
beat me. I saw a woman once who
tried lu, have lier im executed."

"Tell me aboiit it," 1 said.
"I was with miy mother then; she

used fo dIo sewý\i;g and eînbroidery
for Mrs Ilsti, whose husband was dis-
trictl magistrale of Yin Cheng, so we
Iived in tihe Yaînen there. Mri ]ilsu
%Ua9 fond of me and oflen had me in
lier owni rooms bu play with lier
dauiigliter. She wanted 10, buy me
froni my mother, but my mother
Mwould Dlot seli me.

"I1 was playing Iliere one day when
Mdr. Ilsu came in, carrying a folded
rcd, paper.

"'I arn exceedingly worried,' lie
said 10 lis wife, 'I want your advice
about this pelilion. It is from a
woman called Fang; she says site is
a widow, living in the Nan Holung
('Soutli Alley') ; sIc asserts that
lier son, twelve years old, is incorrig-
ibly disobedfient and lIaI she wisîes
mue to beîead him. Such a cas is
most dîstressing. Of course. the law is

lthe law, and if hie wcre a grown mani
1 should not hesitate,

"'I1 told the clerk to send the
woiîan away, with a promise that the
inatter should bie attended to. The
boy-he is a niee-looking ehild-has
been put in the prison meanwhile.'

"'That is good-and flot good,'
Mrs., isu said. "You did well in
eoingo to nie about this If that boy
is really so unfilial at twelve as to
deserve decapitation, bie sure it is
his mother 's fauit. A good parent
makes a good child. You must in-
quire carefully înto the case. Feteli
that boy fromn the prison; you were
wrong 10, iseid him these. I will take
charge of him and we may find out
something that way.' "

"Sucli doings are not usual are
they'I" I interrupted Yu Ilsien.

"What, for an o/cial to consuit his
wife about business? It happens
every day. "

" Taking a boy from prison, that
way, " I explained.

"No, most people would not, but
both Mrs. ilsu and lier husband were
very clever and very good He used
10 diaguise himself very often and go
about the city at niglit, finding out
what people thought, and who were
bad and who, were not. Everybody
said he was the best magistrate Yin
Cheng had ever had. I know hie look
no bribes and his servants only dared
take very litIle ones. There are few
officiais like him.

When the boy was brought to Mrs.
Hsu, she gave him very good words
and told him, not to bie afraid. She
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