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C'HIAP1'IRitXIX. "As far ai1iCcli leurn, there wasno necessity
s n&er coout &%y uare "e. fer you 10 lhave gone thbiough the creek bottoi,"
lu .yru that would nul loouk o e"ifterrupta the inerciiese mentor. - Why shouldyou have followed Frank Tarleton iuta sncb aKat-," maya brs l h ee~C, "'1 Mut (9Place Y Why did yon not remain witb the hunts-t li vou wili rexnemler that yon art no longer men 1-

A etild. Ae far as age- go-~, you tc-taiîtly shoulti " We roiiowed the dogii."
,sve attained mone discrttiot." " Yofl followed the doge, and yet yon lost

a m ttarr> t!von tti tk 1 mbt ilî'h.

teiii-t' (if the a rds,, tio,'-- ta the ~çs
.oit of att unritly sittl- abottt lit,' ,-(î-ut
tuoitît.

tlip-i, ' 1i ni.ât say that such au aci-ount is a
littlet' Um cotnî.lic.aîed for me to tunderstanti.
Ilowc-ver. ttlivfnct reinains that, in!stead of comn-
ing horne, you went lu Southelaie. and spent tiro
nr tbrr'e h'tursi there. Now Kate, 1 don't wislh
to lwe sevt're, but vou mut understand that sncb
thingh wil l ot do. When the hantarnen came
bai-k without vou, Mliss Brooke was seriousi>'
coticerned ; and if you do flot talce care, 8he will
declirie b oaâhume charge of a girl who threatens
tu turn into a fp-st vouug lady on her bantis."

Now is "s opportunity ta declare that she
does flot vrish Miss lirooke iù assume charge of
ht-r: but the words stick in ber tbroat. For
the irstt lune in ber li- Site is poqffset of a
secret, and, in consequence, she feels the blooti
couic 10 ber face iu a crimsou tide. It is fnlly
à minute hefont'she iu able to !stammt-r

1-1 have changed miv mind. Aunt Mar-
garet. i canat gp wtut hhsa &Bruoke"

~: ~

I ~

* lu arp alway.; rcady to %x.,s orrow,*
'eys l. IAxn-uc, "but 1 neyer perceiv.' ary
Z118 or amendltteUt. one ait of tItoughtl"s.%8

;C.; fllowa fatt upon aiother ; atid vonr evca-
--di' thus morning hba4i bcbyond vontr usuai

::ýark. To leavpe the rotî of the party, and go te
'onthd&le and take breakfast with Frank Tarie-

!ýi1arn mahamedi ofyou. [Do von know that
:few more thinga of thi., kind, aud peuwple iwill

r 1 oufast fa ccln " îtd
u twas Altogetheranaidu1"leaI

1:ate. "M'e lest the hounids, and vwe wert'
drt-adfully mudidy, for we bil beon ail through
%lit creek bottom-"

A ç %i wiurc for afl ecr.

'Changed v our mindl!- ' ropeRts Mrs. Law--
rence. Il Y ou agr-t-d- Wiat night ta go, efter 1
~ointed out hoa- uîît'rssary it is tbat yon should

i k-uow 1 diii,'' as k att, îlejecteily. "I

arn ver>'%k)Trmythliti1I elîonld baVe ttiiled von,
i>uti -ICannet go, ,tnd tht tis ut itettdiofaIit.'

Ilîrino nt lu etd of it Kt ail!lt ttrin
MNi. 1.Avrent-e îratlly. " 1Do yott imagineth iat

Co a itvaciiete I'ack andi torth lîké i' ts ? Whb)
bav-ou clttîrtgc your mind sincle iast night t

Whlat reason htave yon ta give for retusing sncbi
an t fIer V'

liate lbositetes. NWbit tcnauseanaver 1
,Sur1eli er aut blas a riglit to kn%- lte mean-
ingof sncb a sudden change of resolution 1 Oh,
if Taletouj hbll netsecaied iber lips I This là
a-bat qhe thinks. %Vhat ahbe scys is:

I lhave no better reasan tItan that 1 don't
a-ib hta go, Aunt Mfargaret. Ploase forgive me
for makîng a mistake. 1 onglit ta bave tolti you

&lst ni gt 'tou eaw as plainly ui 1 do that it
in baut for yen ta go," says lirs. Lawrenoe, look.

in t her keenly. " Kate, you need neot try te
d1meieme. 8omethinç hiaocurred thia morn-
ingto alter your resolution. What io t r

Again the betraying crimson flues te Kate's
face. 8pek fais' ly she cannot, break baer pro.
mise to Tarleton ehe will net. Between the tira
alternatives, nothing seema left but Étilsuce.

miiVery irel," says Mre. Lawrence, after a
mnuta. " Yeu will flt tell me, but 1 caii very

readily imagine irbat it is. You are suffering
Frank Tarieton te amuse himisîlf by flirting
with yo."

"No-indeed no!1" cries Kate, earnestly.
i".9Then give me a ressont for changing yeuxr
mmd," sys Mrs. Lawrence, inexarably.

"I don't want to go," answers Kate, blnah.
ing like the guilty thixmg ehe feels herseif te be.

That would be childiali if it were true," sayB
lier aunt. "'Being flot true -at lesst not whaliy
true-it i't worse. 1 told yeuxurncle what the
consequences of bringingz Frank Tarleton here
wonld be. Noi 1 sihall tell hlm irbat they
are."

" 0 Aunt Mlargaret, dear Aunt Margaret,
don't 1" cries Kate, wîth ber eyes fu of tsars.
«,You are migteken, indeed you are ! You are
unjust to-to Mr. Tarteton and to me."

Yeonunut let me judge af that," says Mrs.
Lawrence-and putting aside the hand that
would detain ber, she leaves the room.

Kate stands agbatt a moment. Then ehe
covers bier face with ber bandi and buists into
teA&rs. it seeems hard ta, have ber happiness
dasheti with bitternes Uke thie'1 Il hv
cannot people let one alone ?" she thinks. "Wb,'
musat tbey toi-nent and worry ane ! 1 doR't
mean te bc unjst-Aunt bMargaret thinks she is
doing riglit, but she makes everything so 0un1
pleasant! 1 wish i had neyer seen isBok
Iwish she had never corne lere ! 1 wish she hadî

7scir-aaked me ta go away with lier 1"
Meanwhile Mrs. Lawrence, breathing vexa-

tion if not wrar.h, lias gone ta makh-ler reportý
" Nill," she says. meeting that Young gentle-
nman in the hall, " do vont know wbere 1 can finti
your father "'

IlI thiuk you will inti him in the library,"
answers Wil.Il "Wbere the deuce is my game.
bag 1 1 su pose van baven't cbanced ta see it
anvirbere Il

Mis. Lawrence replies that she bas uto seen
that valuable article, and then she turma ta the
library. ils sbe approaches, the door opens and

irl hagn cornes ont. He bow.s, says a few
woý.rds., an:d passes on, while she entera the
Toom, whert, ber husband is standing on the
beartb looking abseutiy down mbt the- fire.
place.

.IMargaret "lesasys, glaucing round. "Thisis fortunate. 1 was jit coring in searcli of
Yeu."'

IlAnd 1 arn in -warchi I of e," amys Mis.
Lawrence. I must speak tu yon about
Kate."

"'Oh K au ttill never do ý

"ladee " ays Mr. Lawrence. "Mr. Vaughn
bas neat been Opeaking tu me of Rate."

1.J think elverybody han gone distru.cted on
the subject aof Kate," sys Mms. Lawrrence.

Pray what lad he ta eay of her 1"
Only that le irishes to mari>' her."

"To man-y her I" Mms. Lairrence fairi>'
gasaout tbese irords in her amazement.
"Henry'," she says, "lare yon in earnest 1"

IlPerfectly in earnest," Mr. Lawrrence an.
airera. IlBut you are hardly more surprised
than I iras. 1 had no idea aof such a thing."

-R Ca i a .24a,

Miss Brooke's offt-r. This nioriug she tells me>
witbout givttîg any rt-ason fer thm change, that
she cannot do sa. 1 cotifess 1 w-ts incliited ta
suspect that Frank 'l¾rX-ton aits at thc bottom
of the niatter ; but ntta'I .1,Ks it is Mr.
Vaugbn.

Fran k Tarleton t"ept-as IMm. Lawrence,
looking a littie startled. - What do You

«I meuin tbat 1 tbousrlit th.-re westrong in.
dications aI a flirtation betwet Kate snd bim.
self ; andi 1 stili dlo fot uîîder-sîaltudwhy she
sboulti have lt-t the party anti gont off inaà very

imrpr mnenttr witb Frank this momning, if
aie bcId ecceptti-"

"She bias flot acecepted auiçbody," interrtrPts
Mr. La-rett e. " Mr. Vaughui bas not spoken
to lier yet. He cuie ta tt- -in a '%ery gt-nt1e-
mianly manner, 1i îfuNt say-aud explftined bis
positton belfore ottertîmg hitnself. It seems thst
Kate's uni-le, Mml. Asliton, bas expressced bis it-
tentian of mîîkiug Idr. Vtaglîu, a-ho is bis near-
est maie relation, hi% lheur. Sot long eo, -bile
visiting thte Vatîgbns., bh-ajoke for the biret timo
af Kate, and expressed a 'te-ire-which, like a
royal deaire, %vas equivalent, 1 suppose, to a
command-that thîs young man sliould marry
ber. Rie accordingly came heue,and expresse;
bhiniscif oartned i th Kate. lu the interview
wbich bas just ended, heaâaked my permission
ta atidress ber. 0f course i referred hi ta ber
for bis answer; but 1 owfl ta yon that it will be
a guact distreas ta me if she accepts hlm."

"v4 Heur>' !" Mr%. Ltwrence eu s-y no more.
'ords are to weak ta exprt sa bher astooishnientOn the box ieAt rt he Norton Carrioge.


