THE HARP.

or ullevinte their drendful rav ngvs and of
bad men, to stimulate thew, in order to
exterminato a helpless and now cumber-
dome tenantry,

Tho famine was doing its work, and
had alrendy sent thousnnds to- premature
graves, and thonsands to die in foreign
Innds, and thousands more to fu.d the
fishes of the Atlantic.

You mny nsk me what was the Govern-
ment doing all this time? Was it net
passing remedial measures to give em:
playment to the paor? - kngland derives
an immense revenue from lrelnnd ; surely
she could not let her starve. My friends,
how was the’ Union carrird, but by coer-
cion nnd bribery jand now, wh t better
levers could be found to upset an incipient
rebellion—the yearnings of a puople for
nationality —than famine and - starvation.
Ah1 they were a God-sind more effective
than thirty thousnnd British bayonets 1"

This potato blight and consequent fam-
ine were powerful engines of state to up-
root millions of the pensantry, to preserve
Inw and order, and to. clewc off surplus
population, and to maintain the integrity
of the British empire.

But, then, there were measures passed.
Enghmd wished to show her humanity to
the world. 'There were nbout ten mil-
lions voted for the relief of Ireland. How
this was administered we mean to show,
What could be expected from & govern-

~ment whose.leading organ—when n wail-
ing cry  of starvation arese from Irelund,
when ‘such as could, fled, frightened at the
dreadful ruin a¢ homc, 'when the grave
closed over a million of slarved peasants
~—called out in a jubileeof delight: ¢ 'Phe
Celts are gone—gone with a vengence.
The Lord, be praisedd® HMear yo that:
# The Lord be praised " For what? Be-
cause about o million and a-half of fellow.
creatures bad died of starvation; beenuse
about 8s many more had fled bcyond the
Atlantic to nestle beneath the sheltering
wing of the glorions stripes nud stars,
or to sleep in its welcome boer-

Ab1this was » grund n.. . Amsmm
consummation to sing a’ ife Deum’
over!l' But,.then, they were mere Irish.
Whilst the Imh Were struggling to out-
‘live n fumine, such as riever devastated a
weetched country before, about six mil-
lions of the rental of Irclnnd were spent
annually by absentee landlords in Kng-
land. - Irish - produce, to the amount of |
about’ seventeen mnlhons sterling, was
annunlly exported to Englnnd and yet the
Irish were starving at home, 1f is strange
that thoy should export beef and butter
and corn 'to - such” o ‘yast amount while
struggling’ against ' a fenrful famine. - In
0o other country in the world but Irela.nd
would this strange anomaly be: allowed
for it was_ calculated” that dunng the
worst, years the produce of the country
was cnpuble of Bupporting double its po-
pulatlon

But the' farmcr had to sc]l his |’

crops to pay tho landlord, who was as
exncling asin the best of times, and even
more 8o, for the spirit of eviction had
goue forth, and now was the landlord’s
apportunity.

After parting with the produce of his
farm to meet the landlord, the poor fur-
mer was left as destitute ns the laborer.
He had not the potato ;hie had to try and
titl his furm to support his famlly and
servants, and to meet poor rates and coun-
ty taxes, and various other calls, In.
deed, the only thriving classes now in
Ircland were deputy shen(h bailifls, and
rate collectors,  These had ph.my of em-
ployment in levelling houses, distraining
for rent and taxes, und ‘the liku pastime.
Thuge were very profitable transnctions
then, for the sheriff had constant employ-
ment and was well pnid. The others,
too, were not idle ; and as the poor frr-
mers were not able to buy up the stock,
the considerate drivers bought them for
ahout half their value themselves ; add to
this, lurge deductions by way of fzes, and
you may form some notion of the amount
placed to the wretched owner's accouant,

Iis true, we g tinreturn forall our ex~
port, Coercion Bills, Arms Acts, and the
like, e also got an additional force of
about twenty thousand men to keep us
from grumbling. So, you ste, the Irish
had no reason to complain, unless they
were too hard to be pleased.. We also got

n lonn.of about ten millions, halfof which -

had to be repaid by msmlmcnts add to

this some private grants, nnd we ourth to
be grateful indeed. When we consuicr
that the same England gave about twenty
millions to turn negroes wild {rom whom
she neverreceived the least benefit, we are
not to Le surprised at the noble generosity
that urged her to give us;- who send her
ubout twenty-three millions of our pro-
duce and money annually, a loan of ten
millions to keep us {rom starving, or -
ther to protract our wretched fate.

All this time the Beitigh Parliament
was voting millions to enlarge English
dockyards, tostrengthen English fortifica-
tions, to buautify English  parks ‘and

muscums, and to mukc faster her iron '

grip upon her # dear sister island.” When
we complained of the .apathy of the En-

glish government about an Irish famine, -
When we . com- ¢

we got an- Arms Bill.
plained of the ruined. siate of our teade,
war ships were sent -into our ports with
arms and ammunition. | When we said we
were starving, give us employment, pow-
der mills and (orhﬁcahoua were set to
worlk,

In 1827, after the defmt of the Cathollo
question,” five ‘millions of ‘bullets - were
ordered to Ircland to' quwtcn hcr somc
one: then wrote— :

** "uT lave found out a gict for my Erln, o

A gift that will surely content her,

;' Sweet pledge of a love 80 endanrlngl
Pive miliiong of ballets I've gent her,”
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