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RELIGION — ITS UNIVERSAL PRESENCE
AND INFLUENCE.

There is a distinction generally made be-
tween what is religious, and what is secular.
This is well enough in common parlance, for
purposes of convenience, as we divide and
sub-divide the ocean into seas, bays, and in-
lets. DBut in more exact speech, nu such
distinction exists. Theocean is one and the
samc; and all things in this world are re-
ligious. There is religion in commeree, in
steam-boats, and stcam-presses, since the
help the progress of Christianity. There is
religion in politics, in constitutions, declara-
tions of independence, and charters, since
these affect the freedom of religion. On the
other hand, there are politics in theology;
whole systems of government, jurisprudence,
commeree, art, and cnterprise, included in
justification by faith ; the simple fact being,
that all parts are mutnally attracted to each
other in a common system. ‘P'ruth belongs
to a system ; it is not a detached and isolated
thingatall. . . . . .

While Christianity reveals her own pre-
sence aund power by all the arts, enterprise,
and freedom, by all the various sciences and
pursuits which spring up in her path, like
verdure after the rain, all the polities, com-
merce, jurisprudence, and enterprise of the
world, are designed to aid the promotion, de-
velopement, and trinmpli of Christianity.
By this relation, every study, every pursuit,

_everything, if it be a trune thing—if it be not

true 1t is “ nothing” at all—becomes invested
with nmysterious “importance. " No ‘man
can - tell the eflects which . will . follow: the
smallest fact which science diseovers, or, art
performs. Natural philosophy and theology
might scem to have nothing in common, to
be of all things remote. But the one in her
appropriate .work, discovers a power b,
which a little piece of steel is made to vi-
brate on the face of a dial—all of which you
might imagine was a toy for a child. A liule
thing, to be sure, which science bas picked
up by the way; bnt it is no small thing at
all. It is a great religious power; it circum-
navigates the great globe; discovers new
continents ; re-establishes Christianity ; ad-
vanees the Churehj brightens all the pros-
peets of the world. . . . .

However it may have been in times sub-
sequent to our revolution, it eertainly is true
uow, that Christianity has her ablest advo-
cates in all departiments of intellectual and
physical science, and her firmest believers
among the intelligent friends of populac pro-
gress.  'T'he reason of this felicitous con-
Jjunction is, that Christian theology, liberated
from ancient boundage and abuses, is here
thoughtful, studiouns, free, open to the sun,
prowoting rational inquiry and independent
action 3 aud scattering her blessings on every
hand. Scholars and statesmen, men of

. thought and men of action, bave gradually

been working their way to the conviction,
that the Christian religion is the grand patron
and ally of all secular improvement and pro-~
gress; and whatever is done, to give to the
institutions of religion a broader basis, is a
sure pledge of all national prosperity. All
that can be done to strengthen such senti-
ments is undergirding the great social experi-
ment in which we are embarked.  And fre-
quent gatherings of men of literary and
scientific pursuits, are something more than
an opportunity for the indulgence of pleasant
sympathies; a great practical power and
promise.. There is profound truth in the re-
mark of M. Arago: It is the men of study
and thought, who, in"the long run, govern
the ‘world; and the spirit of union’ among
men of science is the certain pressage of
the union of nations and the good of the
world.” . . . .. .

As.in ancient Romg, it was esteemed the
mark of a good citizen, never to despair of
the fortunes: of the republic; so the good
citizen of the world, whatever may be the
aspect of’ particular’ events ‘or times, should
never despair of the fortunesof the human
race, but should ever act upon the principle,
that the longer-he lives, and tho more his
obscrvation extends, the mora of trith, order,
and benevolent: design will. be seen in the

fauce all luminous, turncd towards the sun

ments of civilization and barbarism. No

bility of human nature, according to the the

ture. Bunt we do hold, and that most firml

world the theatre of substantial, rational, re

Son.

posilory. :

EVIDENCE 0F DESIGN.

without contradicting all his judgments i
able case.

precisely of (he nature we have mentioned
A man makes a difficulty, we will suppose

it possible for the universe to have sprung in
10 existence without a cause at all.  Thi

der any hypothesis.

past, present, and to come—to every othe

human understanding ; and to deny the doc

which we can appreciate, because we canno

pretend to act upon.

Christianity.

sccution, and the last extremities of torture

such an original fiction as Christianity—

anything.so holy from kunaves’; whether.
terate fraud was likely.to be cqual |

wonderful fabrication’; whether - infini

within certain limits, in mutual encroach-

What revolutions of time-—what £
eclipses of truth—vhat trials of faith—what| Review.
strugglings and sacrifices shall intervene be-
fore that result is attained, we cannot say.
1n lonely cells, in midnight toils, on bloody
scaffolds, the scholars, the mariyrs, the free-
men of our race, have Tooked forward and| cautioned, that our greatest safety lics in our
upward, with hope and faith, saying Domi- | hames, where our sympathies and our duties
ne quamdin? and in these days of brighter|are, and where our religious dutics, surest
promise, shame on us i’ our faces arc not in| recognized, may best be performed.
the samne direction, hopeful of greater chan-|love of home is next to the love of God ; it
ges, compared with which, the highest splen- | is intimately blended with this, inducing to
dor that ever visited the carth, was but thelit; and, as it regards states and individuals,
shadow of death.—New York DBiblical Re-|it exerts the most salutary, as it regards the

‘Whether indications of design, countless as | home, is to be pitied.
they are inimitable, with which the whole|tion for the homie stead is. to be reproved.
universe is inseribed, are likely to be the re-| Those parents, who ean neglect home, are to

sult of chance, i a question which turns on} be despised ; those children who avoid it will
principles of evidence with which man is so| be ruined.

familiar that he cannot adopt the affirmative | greatest blessing and safeguard for the child 5

cvery other analogous, or similar, or conceiv- greatest curse and cxposure.

-
I=

universe. Every scholar, especially, should | fice may be expected [rom ignorance, or a
be in trath what Mr. Coleridge was wont tof perfectly natural and success{ul assumption
call himself, an * invelerate hoper,” with his|of truth from imposture j~~these and @ mul-

-|titude of like questions arc preciscly of the

tising. 'We love to listen to the strains of same nature, howcv_er they may pe decided,
ancient lyrists, Pindar and Ovid; but we doj with those with which the historian and the
not believe that society is retrograde from an | advocats, judges, and courts of law, areevery
age of pold to ons of iron; neither do we}day required to deal.
hold that it is stationary, fluctuating only | whether miracles have ever been, or are ever
likely to be admitted in the administration of

On the other hand,

r| the universe, is a question on which it would

have we any faith in the indefinite perfecti- fdemand a far more comprchensive know-

- 1ledge of that administration than we can pos-~

ory of Condorcet, and other French authors, fisibly possess to justify an @ priori decision.
much less in any political atheistic millenni- T'bat they are possible is all that is required 3
um, with modifications of society which are and tha_l, no consistent t.hcl‘st can (}cny.
wiser than Providence and better than Serip-| Other difficulties of Christianity, as Bishop

,| Butler has so clearly shown, baflle us on

to the sober faith of the good old Bible of | every other hypothesis ; they meef, us as
our fathers—that God designs to make this much in the ¢ constitution of nature,” as in

-{the pages of revelation, and cannot consist-

ligious joy, by means of the Gospel of his|ently be pleaded against Christianity without
o W , being equally fatal to Theisme—Iadinburgh

ITOME.

* As a community, we need to be specially

The

religious community, the most sanctifying,
-| spiritualizing influenee. ) :

77 We will consider then, first, the usefulness
of staying at home, and the beauty of foster-
ing picty at home. That man, who has no
He who has no affec-

A pleasant home is at once the

1}a c¢heerless, or a wicked home, at once the
Our home as-

On thic other haud, the objections | sociations are ingrained and will be perma-
to the conclusion that there is some Eternal [ nent and our carliest affcetions will be our
Being of illimitable power and wisdom arc| !ast.

I can fancy that some friendly hearer
.|is saying to bimsclf, *this is all very true,
s | but very trite; we all know this.” True, I

{as well he may,) of conceiving that which| am aware that you all know it; and Iwounld
lras existed from eternity ; but, as something | that your knowledge were reduced to prac-
certainly exists now, the denial of the exist~{ tice.
ence of such a Being does not relieve from| 1o delve in subtilties, in hopes of dragging 1o
that difficulty, unless the objector plunges| light some dazzling new truth, but to enforce
into another equally great—that of supposing | in all sincerity, and with what power I ean,

I know, too, that I am placed here not

~|the practice ol old duties.
s

Looking upon

Thereseems tobe a

r | pecially among the gentlemen ; most of the

thing, atevery point of illimitable space, and | evenings arc spent abroad. The social cir-
in every moment of endless duration. But] cle, it would seein, is wanting in excitement ;
then these are difficultics, the solution, of}or man has so long been accustomed to live,
which elearly transconds the limits of. themove, and Lreathe in associations, as to re-

- | cognize action only in combined action ; the

trines which scem established by evidence |individual feels lost, his unaided efforts

t| powerless, and his home dull. T am now

solve difficulties which lie altogether beyond | speaking of the sad effeets resulting from too
our capacities, seems - like resolving that)frequentan absence from the domestic circle,
nothing shall be true but what we. can fylly | in search of a wider sphere even of uscful-
comprehend—a principle again which, in|ness; from our losing ‘a relish for the purest.
numberless other cases, we neither can nor | sympathics and sweetest aflections of our na-

ture. That man is cruel and unjust, who

It is much the same with the evidences of} condemus the partner of his bosom to long

‘Whether a certain amount | hours of solitude, while he secks excitement
and complexity of testimony are likely to be|in comumitices, or lyceums, or, yet worse,
false ; whether it is likely that not one but .a| misspends his hours at the feast or the card-
number of men would endure ignominy, per- | table.

Thuse nations are most respectable,
» | as are those individuals most happy, among

in support of an. unprofitable. lic ; whether | whom the pleasures of home are hest known

and appreciated. Tt has been said, that the

be fiction—is likely to have been the produc- | dissipated Freneh are at home, only when
tion of Galilean peasents';- whether anything
s0 sublime was to be expected from fools; or

abroad ;' whereas the virtuous Swiss, . and
the “réspectable’ German,- reluctantly quit
;| the homestead, and: long for their return.

uchia |- Blessed 'are -they. whose pleasares are
‘1 found by the side of their duties; who are to.

my parishioners in an aflectionate spirit of
difficulty, then, is one whick re-appears un- | sympathy ; upon socicty atlarge with friendly

Again, we will sup-}interest; upon the times as full of good as of
pose him (o make a difliculty of the jdeas of} evil; I ask, before every discourse, what sin
self-subsistence, of omnipresence without ex- | most needs rebuke; what danger, guard;
tension of parts—of power which creates out | what inexperience, advice; and what virtue,
of nething, and which aets simply by voli- | commendation? - Under_this last head we
tion—of a knomledge cognizant of each thing | range domestic virtue.
and of all its relations—actual and possible, | truant disposition in this community, and es-

be found at home. building by their own
house. T have spoken of lyceums and their
lectures, by no means with disrepect.  So
far as they take the place of more frivolous
amuscments ; so far as science, or history, or
literature, woos us from the maudlin senti-

ment, and shameless indecency of the mo-
dern drama, so far they are doing a good
work. But this may be overdone; your

children are expectants of knowledge ; they

may not roam the streets, exposed to all bad

influences; most then do they require your

kindness, when, {rom want of it, they are
most exposcid. Lend them your experience
at home; give them a shield in the very

word, and build up around your own house

a wall of good tastes, and sweet influences.

But here the philantropist putsin a stroug

plea of disinterestedness, and the place-man

talks of public spirit, and the agent tells the

nced of unceasing vigilance, and a zeal that

never tires.  But whenee this sad necessity 7

—Why, for the very reason that men do not,.

will not, * repair, every onc over against his

own house.” God and nature divide man-

kind into fathers, mothers, and childreu.

Sin and passion only, call for travelling

agencies, and committees of vigilance; our

duty in the former relations complied with,

the necessity for the latter will cease.—Rev.

W. J. Swell.

WAR.

The time has come when nations, as well
as individuals, should: learn that ‘there is a
better way to redress o wrong than to” com-
mit .another of cqual:or greater magnitude.
What if the governments of this country and.
Mexico have a dispute?  The individuals
who are cngaged in this conflict have had no.
quarrel ; and yet they meet for the first time
on the ficld of slaughter. "Why should they
abuse their humanity, and worry and devour
each other like wild beasts? There is no-
suflicient reason, yet there is a mortal con-
flict. They labor to disfigure the image of”
God! to destroy his last and noblest work
—to demolish the beautiful temple he has:
erceted for the spirit to dwell in. When
Ciesar is thus employed, we cannot consci-
entiously enlist in his service. As the civil
power is at all times liable to transcend its
appropriate limits, it becomes necessary to.
exercise an intelligent discrimination.  All
will admit that there is a point beyond.
which the state can claim no jurisdiction,
where the subject is accountable to no earth-
ly tribunal. 1 it be true that man existed:
with all his individual duties and obligations.
before the origin of the government,’ it is.
sufliciently evident that he is subject to a
superior power, and must be governed by a
higher law. This authority he is not at li-
berty to disregard.  Ile may be authorized
to act in a legislative capacity, but he cannot
abrogate the institutions of nature. The su-
preme law is not inade to depend upon the
peculiar circumstances of his sociul and po-
litical condition. Tt is a part of the original
constitution of things. This, man isrequired
to obey in all cases, while he is only bound
to sustain the civil authority so far as it is in-
tended to secure the ends of justice, and is
likely to preserve the universal harmony.
Now, if nature and God forbid that I should:
inflict an irreparable injury vpon my fellow,
the State has no right to legalize the deed.
It is not for us to abolish the divine law and
malke one of our own. Inasmuch as all civil
and political institations derive their existence
from man, it follows that their authority, ean
never be paramount to the principles of na-
ture, and the laws of God. ’

Again’: T observe many who are erigaged:
in this conflict are husbands and fathers.
Their fidelity is pledged in.the most sclemn
manner to those whose earthly destiny. bas
been cominitted to their immediate kecping.
The promise made at the altar is still bind-
ing.. They have children, young and help-
less, and of ndecessity entircly dependént
upon iheir care.  They are bound by the pa-
ternal relation, by the tiés of nature and the
laws of God, to watch over them, and, as far
as possible, to shield them from alliharm:
whether in savage or civilized society, the:

parent cannot be insensible to the eternal, ob~




