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FHIED YORK INQUISITION,

Our calumns contain a full report of the dis-
atacetul wquistonal downgs at York, perpetra-
ted tn the name of Methodisin Never was
there such an exlnbitou of 1gnorance, wjustice,
partiality, and tyranny, as was displayed by
the donnnant party and their adhierents” ‘I'he
conduct of the aceused 1s worthy of all praise,
while the abuny shown puts the accusers in an
andiguitied posiion  We had prepared a long
article on the subject, but we withdvaw it, to
aliow the lu-al journals to speak through our
columns,  The opinien of the Yorkshareman and
the York Ilerald wiil have weight throughout
the conutry —

Liow the Yorkshireman,

oWe hegio to entertam the opruion that all
puprs, past and present, have beeu much abused

i overy iliused indivuduals.  Hutherto the

ISR

afie .
very name of Papacy s been used as an wre-

gisuble charm to stmmon up sectarian wrath,
and draw fire d-clamation even from the lipsofa
el Who more eloguent than the Wesleyans
for example, upon the alleged abominations of
the Se.rlet Vixen of Rome, and the miquities
of the Vatcan  ‘They have dwelt for hours
upon the superstitions of the Roman faith, and
shuwa, in flashing and inposing langnage, that
it was the chief aim of the priests to keep both
the souls anid bodies of their proselytes in bon-
dage, and to Jaly interfers with the every-day
pratical affaics of the world  One would have
sapposed that men who could see so well, and
paint s flunlly, the arrogance and ungraceful
ness of Papacy, would thomsol_vos have vig-
lantly avorded simmlar usurpations.  But it s
not so. Rone tsell, even in the days of the
areat Leo the Tenth, never exhibited a more
;i,vrasplng and odious sa-erdotal tyranny than
the Wesleyan Conference seeks to establish m
this counwry at the present moment. Our col
umns of this day present weighty evidence of
thos fact.  We have given a copious report of
the trials, beture the heads of the Wesleyan
Church, of four respectable citizens, for an al
Jeged breadh of discipline—that breach consist.
wig 1 the grave crune of}mving consented, at
the request of 1,300 of their brethren, to present
their views at a meeting of delegates recently
hield in London.

“\We bave given the two first trials which
took place at considerable length, but have
thought it unnecessary that we should continue
the other v :0 claburate a shape One trial,
wdeed (that of Mr Couitas), shadows forth the
whole question, and boldly presents every fea-
ture ot the dispute between the Wesleyan laity
aud their spiiitaal dictators. It will be scen
that, notwithstanding the influence, ard wealth,
and position of the prosecutors, they have nar
ronly escaped being defeated, even in a court
of their own creation. The four defendants
Lave been conticted of alleged breaches of dis.
apline by majorities so slender, and by means
so tquivocal, that we thivk they dare not, even
if they would, carry the matter any further.—
Mr. Alderman Meek has for ever shattered and
seiiously dumaged his reputation with the Wes,
leyan body by the course he has taken on this
ovrasion. From some inexplicable tnotive or
other—either from moral cowardice, or from a
uesite to cater to the passions of the belligerents
of buth parties—he madea most eluquent speech
i favor of Mr. Taylor, the first.party impeach-
el contending for a reform in Conlerence, but
ot on a divisivn, Mr. Alderman Mcek gave
lus adhesivn tv the Cuulerence, and against Mr
Taylor. That is to say, his conscience dictated
lis” anti-Conference speech, but his pride, or
sume more unworthy feeling, struggled for, and
ohtauned, his vote.  Wiih all his liberality, the
worthy alderman has a strong dash ot anstoc.
racy mingled with Iis feelings. He shrunk
fiom identiiying himself with what he conceived
10 be the spirunal democracy of the Church,
aud thought he had dune well—exhibiied alinost
a Roman viitue—by giving a speech against
Conference and a vote for it.  He may not be
aware of the fact, but we can tell hum that
throughout the whole Wesleyan bady, his extra-
ordinary and inexplicable conduct is a theme ol
universal scorn and mockery. The complain
ants say justly that they never anticipated hus
tdhesion to the popular side; but that having
himself voluntarily anl unexpectedly made a
strong and unswearable case against Counfer
ence, he was bound, on every principle of honor
aad fategrity, to have accompanied s speech
with his vote.  We leave the worthy alderman,
however, to settle the questiun with hus brethren,
itis enough fur us to have pointed out his back-
shding.

“The question to be now decided is, what
amouut of pumishment, 1f any, head-quarters
will recunmend to be inilicted upon the three
parties found guwilty of contumacy and breach
of Wesleyan discipline?  Obtained as that con-
viction was by such slender majorities, the pro
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- secutors dare not, we apprehend, proceed to the
" extrernity of expalsion.  While they, then, coun-
o § Sl adwonttivn and rebuke? And will the
- § Parties in question silently endure 1t?  Or, con-

scious of their uwn 1ntegnity and excellence of
pucpose, will they not set the anlerenco at de-
fiance, 2nd declare that they will accept a re-
buke as tantamount to expulsion, and act ac.
cordingly? Let them recollect that, if they
once stoop to be admonished, they virtually
abandon the position they have taken: up, re-

cogmize the validity of Conferential thunder,
anedy n eflect, adinit that they have mfuged
uapon tise discipling of the church of which they
are members,

“ The question invelved in this aguation 152
ughiy momentous one,  Itises narron ly asso
ciated with the civil and relimous liherting of
maikind, but ware especially” of the Wesleyan

ed withi the Just century,  The stragale has
now arrved at 1ts calummatng pomn.  The
laity 1nust etiher conquer the Conference, or the
Confercnee must conquer the laity,  ‘There 1s |-
no middle path for either to tread” The mewn-
bers of the Wesleyan Chureh maust either eon-
sent tu recognize and obey the dictates of Con

well as temporal, or they must at once assert
for themselves that position of mental indepen-
dence, withont whieh mian 1s but a machine—
the crenture of another’s will. On the other hand
the Conterence mast lower its pretensions and 1g-
nore the tyranmcal power it claims, else nothing
13 left for the laity but a large, almost multiwdi-
nous, svcession.  We confess we should be
deeply arieved to see the cheering mfluence of
so resprctable and useful a bedy of Christians
dimimished by being rent in twain; but the
civil and religious hiberties of ankind are of
too holy and grave a character to be frittered
away at the nod of a few banded and mtolereat
ecelesiasties. 1t 1s urged that, for any purposes
of lematunate and extensive reform 1o Conference,
the leuy ave powerless. This 15 not so; all
power 1s centred 1 them 1f they have but the
courage to act with firmness and magnanim:ty
Let them combine in one grand national orga.
nization, and, as the first step towards vietory,
let them stop all supplies  Even the checks o
Dr. Bunting and delicate Mr, Osborn wonld
pale at this resolution. 'I'he Conference is only
powerful through Yhe purse strings of the luity
Strilce at the root of this, and the question is
settled : Conterence would capitulate, and lay
representation would be carried
Tyom the York Herald.

Let us hear no more ot the tyranny of the
Church of Rome, for the spintual despouism ol
which 1t has been gwmity m past tunes, 1s, to
say the least, equalled by that of the Wesleyan
Conference of the present day. Even m the
worst periods of the history of the Romish
Churek, the victuns of religious persecution had,
at least, some amount of justice extended to
them, wheo charged with the violation of eccle- d
stastical laws ; whereas, 10 this, the nineteenth
century, the authonties of the Wesleyan Church
issue their arbitrary ediets against 1ts best and
most upright members, and call [nqwisitions
thto eatstence, for the purpose of trying and con-
victing these members, for offences, without any
loundativa whatever for so dotng.  "There 1s no

olution of the law of 1796 as enacted by the Con-
ferenee for the preservation of the pcl\co,” e
This cha~ re was brought forward, accompanied
by many ‘observations from Seniptare, much

nore applicable to the Conference party than

 the Wesleyan people ; and, to support it, a
great number of handbills and newspapers were
1 prodaced
Church, as any question whieh has been moot- charge, and required it to be proved. He de
elared that newspapers and handbills were not
evidence ;
charge. the holding of delegate meelings was

Me ‘Tilor pleaded aot guilty to the

und, supposing he admitted  the

o new thing in Methodism,” as it had 2ecur

red 1795 and 1797, when Conference Con-
terred with the delegates, and thereby sanction-

, S od therr weetings.  "T'he “inquisitors,” however,
terence in all matters and things, spiritual asldisregnrded all “laws and usages "

e3," they would

not even agree to the reasonable request that
the trial might be postponed until after the next
Conference
may be tnade to the people. 'The legul adviser
of the conference party went so far as himself to
protest agamst the reception of the accused’s
protest against the proceedings,
without even the semblance of a trial—with a
puackied tnbunal, the nceuser
Judge—>Mr. Taylor was declared guilty of hav.
g violated Methodistic laws, by twenty-five
votes against twenty.,

ineeting, when some coneessions

Aund  thus,

acting the part of

And how has this majority been obtained ?

Two-thirds of the tribunal, including a large
proportion of Mr. Tailar'’s friends, were exclad.
ed from it.
are Mr T'aylor's opponents, and who ot it not
to have been present, were allowed to vote
against him.
of Mr Taylor's, who had no right to be present,
was altowed to swell the majority ; and M.
Hirstwood and Alr. Monkhouse, both friends to
Mr. Taylor, and against whom similar charges
were pending, were excluded from the court, in
defiance of that principle universally acknow-
ledged in England, that every man shall be
deemed
guilty. It is by a raajority thus shamelully
vonstituted 1hat the Conference party atiempt to
hrand the character of an aged, a strictly up
right, and a most consistant Christian, with
the offence of sowing disturbance and dissension
in the society
we have shown, was 1o promote pearo; it ap
pointed a committee to wait upon the Grand
Inquisitor at the Mission-house for this object.
when he declared “war to the knife.” The

Two thirds of the muisters, who

A supernumerary, an opponent

innocent, unul be has been proved

The meeting of delegates, as

elegates and their constituents are clearly the

peace party ; the “inquisitors,” by their tyranny.
are the real promoters of dissention and dis
u rion.

Mr John Coultas, a highly respectable citi

zen and local preacher, was the next pe rty cited
10 appear in the Wesleyan star chambir, for the

parallel to these miquitous proceedings m the
1y religious denominations

The tnials of Mr. John Taylor and Mr. John
Coultas, which we have been able 1o pubhsh
fully and accurately, notwithstanding the deter-
iination of the * Inquisuer” that they should be

modern histury of at

odious offence of attending the meeting in Lon-
don, to promote reforms essentially necessaiy,
and to restore peace to the society. Mr. Coul-
tas's trial took place under similar circumstan
ces to those which we have narrated, and he
was found guilty by a majority of fifteen ngainst
twelve.

canied on privately, have taken place.
Without any witness bemng called ;
Without any legal evidence being offered ;
Without any properly constituted jury ;
With an illegally constituted court;
And before a Conference offictal, who has acted in the
double capacity of accuser and judge.
The consutution of this new Star-chamber is
altogether contrary to Wesleyan » rujes and
usages,” and to the general laws agreed upon
by the society for managing its affurs. The
law requives that when any leader is charged
with any offence, he shall be tried by all his
fellow-leaders,  The Wesleyan * inquisitors”
exclude two-thirds of the leaders fromn taking
any part o such trials, in order thus to secure
the conviction of the accused parties. The
* ingquisitors,” however, adopt a conirary course
when 1t 15 culeulated to serve their own designs
by allowing the whole of the munisters of the
suciety to Join su the sentence of condetnnauon
when two-thurds of them ought to be excluded,
if it was right to exclude two thirds of the
leaders. It s not denied that the members ol
ihe Albion street, Cemetary. and New street
chapels from oue society. The whele of the
leaders, therefore, ought to have been present
at the tnals, Ii the leaders of the two former
chapels were to be excluded, on what principle
of justice were the ministers of these chapels
alluwed to be present?

It 15 not 1o be wondered at that the great
body of the Wesleyans of York became 1nfun.
ated by the abuve glaring acts of tyranny
aganst their most respecied brelhrel}, and ;lml
they assembled tn large numbers, with excited
leehing, and loudly upbraided the “inquisitors”
1 the public streets, with their iniquitous pro-
ceedings.

The case first disposed of was that of Mr.
John Taylor. Tlus aged, peaceable, and much-
respected citizen, is the oldest local pieacher
and leader of the Yorlc Society, which offices he
has credstably sustained for nearly filty-two
years, He claumed to be tried before all his
fellow-leaders, ar.d his claim was disallowed. —
He, therefore. required the exclusion of the min

isters, but this was not agreed to, e desired
to have ore uf the members of the Suciety pre-
sent, to take notes tor him, daring the trial, and
this algo was refused. He was then charged
with , having “attended an unconstitutional
megting, held in London, professediy as one of
the delégates from the York circuit, unauthor-

ised by any responsible party in it,in direct vi-

Mr. Coultas objected to two of the tribunal on

person.i grounds, and we are informed that they
both recorded their votes against him. Onc
gentleman, also, was brought from = distance
to vote with the conference party, so that they
having nothing to boast of in their ajority,
and may be said to have been virtually defeat
ed in their object. The twelve honest and fear-
loss supportars of Mr Doutlas were nobly led by
Mr. Meek, Jr. and the balance of argument and
talent was altogether on their side, independent
of the justice of the case.

Neither timne nor space will allow us to dwell

o1 the case of Mr. Monkhouse and Mr FHirst-
wood. The charge against the former, after
some altercation, was withdrawn, although he
wished it to go on.
wood there was a laige majority against him.

In the case of Mr. Hirst

It would be an insult to the common sense of

our readers gencerally, were wo to suppose that
they look upon these trials with any other feel
ings than those of sorrow, disgust, and indigna
tion. Nevertheless, we feel it our duty to give
the fullest exposure to then, and to hold them
up, not for public reprobation merely, but be-
canse we feel that publicity through the press
is the best meuns of exhibiting their hideous de
formity, and of preventing their repetition,

We hesitate not to say, that there is no other

religious community in the Chiistian world in
which such daring acts of despotism as those we
have described would even be attempted, far
less accomnplished.  All for what? Becauset!e
accused parties have adopted a certain course
sanctioned by the Wesleyan socisty i past
times, in order to bring about the peaceful re-
moval of knowledge and glaring existing abuses.
The Wesleyan Pope, and the junta of Wesley
an cardirals at the Mission-Louse in London,
issue their arbitary edicts, right and left, against
those who are deemed hostile to their unjustifi
able official procecdings, and their emisaries iu
the country appear to think that their sole duty
is to ubtain a verdict against the suspected or
feared members, by whatever means, and at
whatever sacrifice of principle. ¢
leyan venturing to call in questivn the justice
of such proceedings, may consider himself as a
marked man, the * inquisitors,” apparently, be-
ing determined to suppress every honest expres-
sion of opinion, when opposed to their-arhitary
rule.

'T'he proceedings in York are an unjustifiable |

And any Wes
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outrage, not only against the respected ciuzens,
whom the Conference have dared to msult, b
the formalities of pretended trinls, but the out.
rage extends to the whola of the 1,500 Wesloy-
ans, who. in the spirit of concthation, deputed
them to the meeting in London’ as messengers
of peace.

We need not mention the name of ono preach.
or. who has shown anything but o Christian
3pint, nor is it requisite that we should allude
to one person who, an the triat of Mr. Coultas
stterpted to porvert his observations, '

Will the Wesleyan body a'fow snch an ex.
treme cecelesiastical despotism as this to con-
tinte in - existence, stithng the sprirgs of Chyis.
tan_ charity, and vetarding the progress of
Christiun truth, in these days of inteliigence and
tehgious liberty 2 We canunor bolieve it If
they do not cordally and unammously associ-
alo together, in their numbers and in their
might, 10 overturn this moenster iniquity, this
p.rlcstly incubus on their society, they will con-
tinue 1o be held, and deservedly so, in the tem-
poral and spiritua! bondage of the Conforentinl
* Inquisitors”"—a. bondage, as tyrannical as it
1s an*i-Chastan,

For their consolation we may remark that
rersceution, more or fess, has always bean con-
necled with the success of very good cause; so
that, by nobly bearine with 1t while it js incvi-
table, and taking cvery lawful means of suppres-
ing 1t, they are sure ulumately to accomplish
their emancipation from its thraldom, And we
trust they will never rest satisfied until the con.
stitution of the Conference has been thoroughly
re-modeled so as to render further inquisitorial
Lyranuy mpossible, and to place the future peace
and wellare of their denomination upon a firm
and lasting foundation.

CLERGY RESERVES,
From the Church,

The debate on Mr. Price’s resolutions was
brought to a close at a late hour on Fridny
night, or rather on Saturday tnorning. Pro-
tracted as the Jdebate has beeo, it has been ani-
mated and interesting 1n the extreme ; and has
clicted some display of eloquence which would
do credit to any senate in any country, The
issue of the struggle we consider almost tanta-
mount to a defeat on the part of the movers, for
although the whole sct of resolutions have, in
parliamentary language, been carried, yet the
result can never be aduced as representing the
united opinion, or anythmg hke a voanimous
wish of tue Legislative House of Assembly of
this Province ;” consequently the proceedings
here will be devoid of all weight in the eyes of
the Legislature at home; or at any rate of the
weight which would necessanly attach to an
address from the Province, if it spoke the gene-
ral sontiments of the Assembly or people. ‘I'he
first twenty-three Resolutions” were allowed to
pass without a divisivn, as being a mere rela-
tion of circumstances cunaed te | with the history
of the Reserves. The twonig-fifth declaring
that the present disposiiion of the Revenue 18
unjust, met with 2 decived, though ineffectual
opposition : but the twenty-ninth which con-
tained the pith of the question, namely that the
Provincial Legislature should be invested with
the power of alienating the Reserves entirely
from religious purposes, was carried only by a
majority of fwa.  T'here yet remains to he adop-
ed an address to the Queen founded Lpon these
Resolutions, but we maintain that no address
embodying thelr sentiments can ever be re-
ceived or looked upon as « the opinion of the
House,” when the division have shewn that
there existed a great -difference of opinion, and
very strong opposition to the measue, though it
has been introduced and borue up with all the
influence of « popular mmnistry,

The carrying these Resolutions is a-very du-
ferent matter from the passing a bill. In the
lattee case, the merest majority is enough to
male it a Jaw ; some such rulo being necessary
for the practical working of Legislation But
when an address is presented 10 the Imperial
Government, stating that such and such are the
sentiments and the wishes of the Legislature of
Canady, that in the opinion of the IHouse of
Assembly here, it would be expedient and de-
sirable that the Government there should revise
ané repeal certain important laws of 1ts own en-
acting, then the authorities addressed must ne-
cessarily inquire into everythin r connected with
the alleged opinion: is 1t 1he opinion of the
whole Hcuse, or of only one halt of it, 1s it the
opinion of the whole House, or «f only one-half
of it, is it the consistent act’ of our Legislation,
oris ita mere party vole,obtained by par.y influ-
ence, and contrary to the opinion of a arge and
respectable section of the Assembly? When
all these are cousidered, as we are confident
taey will be, it can hardly he expected that the
Imperial Government will adupt tho views set
forth in these Resolutions and the address . and
in withholding its concarrence 1t wili be only
interposing ils supreme authority in the very
way in which it con best be exercisel, namely,
asa check upon the evils and injustice ut Parti-
zan Legislation,

The following analysis of the division has
been prepared with somne care, and may be de-
pended upon as correct in the main .—

Yeag. Nays.
Ministers, 7 1}
Ministerialists, 27 12
Anti-Mmisterialists, 2 2r
—~36 —24
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