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THIENEW AND THE OLD,

What is the prospect for 1885 ¥

s the  question wlich  many
thoughtful  people are  asking

themselves, it must be contessed,
with some anxiety. We have no
hesitation in wswering from the
analogy of the past in the little
though expressive word “Beiter.”
The trade ageucies, the news-
papers of the larger centres, and
the commercinl papers—big and
little—lave almoat unananimonsly
and by a gradual process assumed
a tone of hopefulness, which later
on developed into confidence, the
last few months of 1894 baving,
they s=ay, justitied them in throw-
ing away the sackcloth and ashes
which they had put on, and to use
a quaint but expressive saying,
“eirding themselves  with glad-
ness.” There is distincetly a less
tendeney  to despond  thau there
was a year ago. but ihe present
condition ol saustactory anticipas
tion has been reached by apro-
cess of  trial and  sellsacrifice
known to many individaals alone,
who instead of bhrooding over
their difliculties end disappoint-
ments, have put the best side fore-
mostand langhing at apparvent im-
possibifities have defied tronble
and its train of Kindred  disasters,
All this has reguired nerve, and
has made those who have  passed
throush the mill all the better tor
their experience. Lo cadiy, times
are better than they were: this
we taike it to he beyoad question,
the chrvonie croakers to the eon-
wrary, i the silver lining to the
clond of I8 will, we believe, be

dirclased to at least some extent
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'hefore the year 1895 has made
much progress.  We  wish one
and alla Happy New Yeur

LRITISIE COLUMRIAY COAL
TRADL.

Everything considered, the coal
trade of  British  Columbia has
heen fair for the year just ended.
It has been nothing out of the way,
however, and profits have heen
<somewhat reduced in the export
trade in view of’ the competition
there has been at San  Franciseo
with cargoes from  Anstralia and
England. The East Wellington
and Northfield mines have been
closed, the only Dritish Columbia
producers at present being the
Wellington, Nanaimo and Tnion
mines.  We are not in possession
of the reiarns from Union, uand
shall give them aand other infor-
mation in asubsequent issue. The
shipments from Wellington dur-
ing the year were 358,405 tons,
compared with 312,573 tons last
vear, while those of the New
Vancouver (‘oal Compuny were
343,772 tons, compared with 388,
649 tons in 1805,

LAURIERS POLICY.

Hon, M. Laarier, although he
had the platforin of the Ottawa
convention belore him when he
visited Britishh Columbia and the
Northwest, declined to hind him-
self to a policy of free trade, vet
he nawifested a stronyg inclination
that way. Indeed, though he had,
he confessed. un policy to ofter, he
looked forward to free trade as
the object at which =0 ner or Ia-
ter the party rhat he 3 were
aiming.  Ile would not, hotvever,
bind himsell to anything specific.
Nevertheless, ie comdemned the
trade policy of the present Gov
ernment, in exchange for which
he had ueiliing better to ofler
1Ie had, therefore, to be regarded
as nothing short of a fiseal annr-
chisty and s such heand his party
must he considered.  Mr Laurier
travelled the conu'ry iu search of

a policy, and failing to find it has,
in an interview at ‘Toronto, de-
clared that the Liberal party is
now ready for battle and will go
to the country on the old platiorm
laid down at the Ottawa conven-
tion, and on that alone. llereis
then something at last in the di-
rection of deliniteness, but as  that
platform  contained a mass  of
generalities and very little that
is explicit, the leader of the Op-
position may therefore consider
that he has a tolerably free hand
and can continue the same Kind
ol cuerilla warfare that has char-
acterized the men who, since they
were driven from office with the
mark  of Cain—boodlers and
office seckers—branded upon their
brow by ouc no less than their
leader, the late Mr. Mackenzie,
have been fugitives and wan-
derers, with no place upon which
they dared to plant their feect.
baney a politieal party hunting
for a policy ever since 1878, and
as ver umable to find one except
that of personal detraction and
one of selling and transierring
their country and all its rights
and privileges to the United
States,

HOMNE TALENT.

It is to be noted that at the
recent Civil Service examinations
held in Victoein, some foarteen or
lifteen candidates were snceessful,
and there iz, therefore, so much
available home  material  from
which to seleet the Dominion
Government oflicials of the future.
We trast that it will be made
us¢ of aud that the members re-
presenting the city and Proviuce
at Ottawa will see to it that
whatever there s worth having
in the shape of appointments shall
fall to people who reside among
us and are of us, We should be
sorry to sce any further im-
portations from the East or from
the other side of the Atlantic.
They know unothing of us and
cannot adapt themselves to our
conditions, while, with many ot



