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BCMINERALS.

We are very well pleased ta see that ata
meeting of the Rayal Colonial luastitute
held in london, England, on the Mth
March ult, Dr.George M. Dawson, who
fins done 2 considerabie nmount of geolog-
jeal surveying in this provincee, being, per-
haps, ouz of the hest posted wmen in
Canada on the subject, presented a paper
in which cousiderable attention was paid
to the mineral weatih of British Columbia.
lle sinted, as is well known 19 many, that
in 1851 u discovery of gold was made on
{the Quecn Charlotte Islands, and in 1857
employees of the Hudson’s Bay Company
found gold on the banks of the Thompson
River, which is i tributary of the Fraser
This, within three months, brought 20,000
people to the spot, and before long the
Cariboo country was reached which proved
10 be one of the vichest placer wining dis-
tricts ever found.  Although not so exten-
sively worked of late vears, Cariloo
yiclded in 18R as much as §200,000 worth
of gold. Alwogether British Columbia has
contrivbaied to the wealth of the world
$50000,000 worth of butlion. Dr. Dawson
testified 19 what the construction of the
Canndian Pazific Railway had done for
the mineral devolopment of :his proviuce,
remurking that had it traversed the Cari-

oo country, we ahould doubtless have

Letn coabled to note greater developments
therc.

In his essay, Dr. Dawson dwelt at con-
silerable feng'h on the coal ficlds of

British Tolumbia, the article for quality |

being abic o hold its own agrinst all
compititors. Though the provincial coal
profaction hiz< Leen nainiy confined 19
the Naneimg district and xtong the Pacific
const, doposits of good Lituminous coal
are Xaown in the inland region, onc of the
most vemarkaide of the undeveloped ficlds
befugg thixt of 1he Crow’s Nest Pass where
& Iwree number of superposed beds of
oxoopitionatl thickacs and gquality have
Leen deflued.  The Dactor weut on 10 say
it the con’s of reitish Columbia repra-
oL, in rogand 10 gual.iy asd compusition,
every stage fro-u hard and sumkeless facls,
wach as avthrxcite, 1o lignites and rown
coals Bike those of Saxany aud Bohemin.
Morcover, thelr very grnenl disribation
fn AWferent paris of 1he pwovinee is of
peonliar impertance nhea considered in
connection with the tmilding of maiiways
apd the mintng and smelling of motallil-
Treus oves, s it insares the wost favorable
wowditions for the devclopment of these
L .8

The siltver tmaring ores of 1the provinee
wore dvwrdt npon by tho leamed locturer at

great length, and, so far as they have yet
Leen examined or opened up, the metal-
liferous deposits of the Kootenny district
—the immediate centre of interest in
mining in British Columbia-—give every
evidence of exceptional value. Besides,
the circumstances, which have for the last
few years retarded the development of the
Kootenay country, iare now passing away,
and there cian be no reasonable doubt that
in the next year or two this country will
establish its place as one of the most
important, not only in British Columbia,
but in North America as a whole. “Fora
man,” said the Dactor, ¢ with some knowl-
edyge of mines and mining and the com-
mand of even a limited amount of capital,
who will visit and live in the di~trict him-
self for a time, the opportunities for 2
profitable investment are excellent. * dre-
over, within a few ye:rs this province of
Canada will undoubtedly hold an impor-
tant place in the list of quotations of
mining stocks in London and elsewhere,
and then the further development of its
mines will begome a subject of common
interest from day to day.”

But, while the more importaut products
of this western mountain region ofCanada
ave, and scem likely to be, gold, silver and
coal, its known miuncrals are, the lecturer
stated, already so varicd, that, as it
bLecomes more fully explored, it scewms
probable that few minerals or ores of value
will Le found to.be altogether wanting.
HBut, as the Doctor says, universal develop:
wment has been much retarded by the
remoteness and difliculties of reaching
some of the most importani mining fields,
itis 1o he hoped that ere loug this will he
all removed 3 and the policy or railway
building which has been inaugurated and
is now being carried out, cannot fail to
hxve the effect of giving an important
imipetus to what has already been begun
and successfully carricd on under such
difficulties.

LODBSTERS AND OYSTERS.

Recent reports from the Maritime Pro-

1 vince state that the 1893 scason for lobster
fishingand packing will be ashort ches )|

shorter, if anything than that of the years
12 and IS, Legal restrictions confine

the fishing to the months of May and|

June, and judging from the experience of
several soasons, it is doubiful if the eatch
of lobsters will exceed the moderate ave

Tage of the past few years,  The fishermen
now ask 81.75 per 100 Jbr. against S0c. ac-

cepted for several years. This bespeaks)

an increase of prices 1o which no one who
desires 10 see 1obsters wmore efliciently pro-
tected will object, as 30 long as they are
cheap, or comparatively 20, the prublic will
demand 10 be supplicd with this most de-
lectable crustaccan. The sooner the
pocket nerve of consumers is made to pul-
sate in sympathy with the declarations of
the economists the sooncr will the lobster
be properly protected aud the longer will
it cuntinue in existence, Wt least asa tatde
luxury. Too much cannot be done in con-
acction with the preservation of the east-
<rn oyster, which is getling scarcor ecery
yoar, and if consumpion goes on at the
e Tale as at present, with no care of the
bods in which it lives and breeds the little
Olymipian must at no distant date bea
thing to be littie more than yoad about.

DOMINION PUBLIC D UILDINGS.

Since our last issue the announcement

{ has come frim Outawa that the Dominion
; Parliament hid voted $100,000 in the sup-
{ plementary estisuates towards the erection

of a Custom-house aud Postoflice. The
estimated cost of the Luilding, including
the site, was, aceerding to Mr. Ouimet,
$200,000, Of this $82,000 was to purchase
 site, the property on which the Canada
Western lHotel was to have been built
having Leen selected. It hus been stated
that all the site itself actually cost wuas
$30,000 and 535,000 for the extensive exca-
tions which have been made there, leaving
a profit for some one of c!nse upon $20,000.
\Why this st should be paid we cannot
think, since the hotel project is aboutas
dead as Father Abraham, and in conse-
quence the property has been lying idle,
fimmatively speaking eating  off  its
head ia the way of interest on the
money expended. Their scheme having
proved aboitive, the hotel projectors ought
to have bLeen content to sell at less than
cost, glad to Le rid of a bad bargain
inasmuch as property is certainly not
increasing in value if it be not depreci-
ating. Who worked the little scheme may
be asked and Ly whom is the advance qn
cost to be absorbed 7 Seventeen thousand
dollars of advance on this transaction or
mote than 25 per cent. is too big a priceto
pay, as other property might be had at- a
lower figure. The present custum house
might well be enlarged, while the exten-
sion of the post oflice towards Langley
street and an cconomical lay out of the
building would have met all the demands,
the site being far more central tlian the
oue proposed.

CAUSES OF FAILURE.

Recently, in its comparisous of failures
in the different years, Bradstreet’s has
been endeavoring to discover their cause,
Insuflicient capiial is the great source of
failures in both countries, but this is es-
pecially true of Canada. While in the
United States last year, 32,3 per cent of all
the failures were cansed by lack of capital,
in Cnonda no less than 65.1 per cent are
set down to this cause, or about double as
many failures o1 thisaccount as takes
place in the United States. This in-
dicates that persons without suflicient
capital can obtain credit to start out in
hu~iness. The cause which lcads {0 the
sceond largest number of failures is in.
competence, which is said to caue 186
porcnt of the total failures in the States,
and 4.7 per 'cent in Conada. To inexperi-
ence 3.2 per cent of the fai'ures in the
United States are attributed bat only 1.6
in Cannda. Fraud caused 10.3 per cent
of the disasters among our American
ncichbors, 3.2 eing the proportion of
Canada. Commercial disasters in Canada
led 10 192 failures in the United States,
the figure for Canada standing at 11.3. On
the whole the statement shows a higher
percentage  of  Lusiness  prolityj here,
though as we have shown the undue and
excessive amount of credit accorded tells
very heavily against we.  In Canada, fromr
1590 to 192, the propordion of failures,
Uecnuse of tack of capiml, inc from
33.S10 631 pwr cent.. from disster. from
39 t0 11.3 per cent., from fmudulent dispo-
=ition of properdy from 1.510 52 per cent.



