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import of patent insedliciines. Simple
drugs are still uidmitted freely uplon pay-
Datent of the duty, but no patent aedicinle
is allowed entry without, obtaiiniiig eachi
timse special peimnissioni fromt the Med ical
Departmsett of the Ministry of the Inter-
ior. llefore such permissioni is granted it
migust ba- proved to tihe satisfaction of th
Departsent thiait. tse production of the
imiedicine requires elabrate work and ex-
.lpiisivo apparats, thait it is hs.elicial ii
its action, and that it cana be transportel
long distanices without injury to its elli-
cacy. Tihe applicant, ini his request for

damissioi, msaust state the composition of
ais article "I in minute detail."

Cosmaetics ara examined only iii caso
their labels or the aiccompaj):inying lescrip.
tions isidicaite that they can b used for
msedical pur'poses. Cosmsetics of which
the labels and descriptions show that they
are harmsîless in their eff'ects on the skin,
hair and guins are exempt fron this for-
suality.

Tihis new Russian law appears to answer
the object of its promtiulgators, for we are
told that " the publisied list of medicines
excluded fromt entry inuclides nearly every
known pharmacutical preparation."

Tise Swedish patent-medicine laws are
over two centuries old (they date froa
1688), and it is therefore not surprising
to hlear that they are ntow not generally
enforced. Noie but qualified pharmssacists
maay advertise medicines of any kind in
the public press or iuport them. Tihe
importation of articles not considercd ex-
clusively as drugs--suchl ais guis, liquor-
ice, &c.-is free.

li Turkey tiere is no restriction upon
the importation of paîteit or other msedi-
ciles, with tie exception of the paymssent
of Customsss duty, and quite recently the
Turkisi Governmiient lais prepared a law
establisiniig a band or stamsp tax of 10
parms (d.) for every bottie, box or pack-
aige of smedicine. Tihis law is intended te
be put ink force as soonl as certain pending
negotiations between the Porte and several
Europeana Powers are brougit to an end.
lai some instances, however, the stamips
have already been afixed, and the Ad. tax
is collected osn all sulpiate of quinine,
whichi can osly be imported at a few
Turkish ports-vi., Constantinople, Sa-
Ionica, Snyra, Meirut, &c. Tise impor-
tationi of chlorodyne, collodion, nitro-
glycerin, chlorate of potash, and cannabis
indica cigarettes is altogtether prohibited,
but the fact thait these drugs are sold at
sote shops slows tihait them prohiition is
aot very strictly enforced.-Chemüt owl
Drueggist.

Exaainations by Boards of Phar-
macy.

la-wi lmeFore the leninsylvansia Pharacuti-
cal Anoeiationi.

Wh alt should be the true aii of Ifoards
of Plaraîacy in their examinations ; and
whatt mhoîuld be the' natuire of tie quoi.
biels, pui

Theso queries, for there ire reially two
here, have been placed in sssy hanlsds by
the Connnittee for repiy. It will be read.
ily observed that if they ci be satisfac.
toriiy answered and the laiws executed
that iaaniy of the perpolxities of State
Boards will disappear and the very desir-
abloeconîditionisof paIîisîrmsaicy laws fulfilling
tihe mxpectationis of their promsaoters will
be experieniced.

To the lirast query, "WVihatshould be the
traie ail of Boards of Piarasssaicy in thisr
examinations " the answer is: (1) To
pass the qualified candidates ; and (2) te
riject those who aire unlit to be licensed ;
and in the writer's opinion no otier ai-
swer cana be- given. Tise truc aimis of Pliair
micy Iloards havinig beenl easily settled,

the second query is enicountered, and here
the real difficulties aam presentedt. " What
shouid be the nature of the questions put?"
Constructive ability is of a far higher grade
of mlerit than that which is destructiv. ;
and, it is always easier to pick out ilaws
iii questions, than it is to framne a set
whici will he thoroughly satisfactory.

Tihe first aiswer to tihis question nust
be, "Tise nature of tihe questions put"
msust be such as will deteriine the candi.
dato's fitness to have the license, :iand now
the aniswer muast broadeni out so that it
smsay cover the subject. Ai expesienice of
twenty years in framing questions in
plsaraay hais possibly givena the writer
somtie qualitications to answer titis quets-
tiona. lI the tirst place, it becoises of tie
utmtsost importance for any examiner, nio
matter what class of candidates are ba-
fore him, to divest imissself of al) idieai of
"getting up a lot of stunspers " or of
frainiig the questionsso that they maay b.
coime pitfalis to the unwary. Every ex-
aininiig body should be ield responsible
for the character of the questions asked.
Piaîrimaacy Boards aire unituestionsaîbly in-
vested by the State laws with great pow-
ors. .At tiscîr " ipse dixit " they smay saiy
to ai yousng bisan, "Stand down," and
dowin lae goes and great is the fali ; or if
they say, "Comne up highsser, brother,"
the candidate is elevated and happiness is
his portion.

Witi msanly of the Boards the questions
asked are never publisied, and the candi.
date ias ao nsethod of knowing how many
of the questions have buen satisfactorily
ansswered. With soaieof the Boards, one
set of questions serves for all of the can-
didaîtes; if a certain proportion of the
qusestions are antswered, le can reach tise
mark set for assistants; if a larger q1uana-
tity of the same- questions ire properly
answrred, he is entitled te rank avs a pro-
prietor.

Whether this miiethod of determiiig a
man's fitness ias tie only enrit of econo.
mny, iust be a matter of individual opini-
ion. Tise writer has c.arefully examined
masy of the Boards of Piariacy ques-
tions that have beei publisheld, and it
mgiust be said that the questions have
maainly followed th'e muethods adopted by
the colleges of pharmacy ; a number Of
the queistioss beiig recognied las having
dong daif 4f10m at a lgAWea ition,

There cainnot be anay gicat objection to
tisis, provided the questions swlected ar
suitable ; anid this brings up the in
question, wlhat is a suitablo question to
giv a casidate ?

lin the waiten opinion, the questions
should lhe graded. Co the candidate for
the assistanlts certificate, tise questions
should be mainly direutel towardis prov-
ing whether he is a safe person to ho left
mss charge of the store during the temnpor-
ary absence of tisae proprietor ; for the
certificate that Ie is givein qualifies hia
ia this respect. There are sssanpy ques-
tions whiici would b perfectly proper to
give a junior student it ai piariaîîceutical
college that are theoretieal, and which
presuppose himsa te have a knowledge of
Ihy.sics, stihemanatics or chesssical reac-
tions; foir the junior student has just liat-
enaed to lectures treating of these subjects
and tse college examuination is for the
puirpose of showing iow smuchs of the lec-
turc or instruction hais beena retaisned.
But, many of these questions would be te-
tally unfit to give a candidate for the as-
sistant's certificate. Tise College as an
institution ias the righît te ask of her stu-
dents a. certaisn gradeof accomplisiments,
based upon the instruction given, before
permjitting the student to pass to a higher
chiss; a grounding in elemIestary physics
and botany, and pharmaceutical mathe-
aitics sa essential in order te thoroughly

comprehenld the subjects whlich aire to foi-
low. But the questions whica should be
givens to caididatesa for the assistants cer-
tificate should be emssinenstly practical.
Tise doses of poisonous renmedies, and in.
deed of ail remedies, should forn a premi.
aient part o! the exaiination. The rela.
tive strentgtis and characters of the class.
es of the pharaceutical preparations
foss vaIluable subsje.cts frma whicis toselect
questions. Cainadidates should be drilled
on the official names of tise preparations,
witi fihe Engiliish names and synoniymis.

It chemlsistry, the piysical and cheai-
cal properties of tise- substances used as
iedicines forai aa iniexiaustible field for

suitable questions. Tise efIrets produced
by miinsgling various chemical drugs fur-
aisih aiother source for important qtueriea.
Practical faiiliarity with thet subjects
should be siowns by the recognition of
specimaens.

For the proprietor's examinatioai, a
much ligIer standard should be fixed.
The ability te decipher prescriptions, not
oanly those whicih art, fairly well writ-teni,
but ones which are' difficult, siould bo a
part of the examination. Tise proprictor
should be. posted upalon properties, doses and
phsysical appeainces of official medicines ;
and ie should knsowv at, least the doses and
properties of the new popular remedies.

Finally, it is aot too amuchs to expect
tise pr)priu.etor tO show hisability to carry
ont busianess by passing a practical exain-
itiztiont belfore the Boaird, whîere his coi-
petency to perform tishe duties for which le
is given a special license can bo demon-
astrated thnroughly, ini the presence of the
blody wlaich givos him isid autlority..-z
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