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import  of patent  wmedicines.  Simple
drugs ave still admitted freely upon pay-
ment of the duty, but no patent medicine
is allowed entey without obtaining cach
time special permission from the Medical
Departinent of the Ministry of the Tuter-
ior, Before such permission is granted it
must be proved to the satisfaction of the
Department that the production of the
medicine requires elaborate work and ox-
pensivo apparatus, that it is benelicial in
its action, anct that it can be transported
long distances without injury to its cfli-
cuncy.  The applicant, in his vequest for
admission, must state the composition of
his articlo “in minute detail.”

Cosmetics nre examined only in case
their labels or the accompanying descrip-
tions indicato that they can be used for
uedical purposes.  Cosmetics of which
the labels and descriptions show that they
are harmless in their effects on the skin,
hair and guws arc exempt from this for-
tuality.

‘This new Russian law appears to answer
the object of its promulgators, for we are
told that *the published list of medicines
excluded from entry includes nearly every
known phurmaceutical preparation,”

The Swedish patent-medicine laws are
over two centurivs old (they date from
1688), and it is therefore not surprising
to hear that they are now not generally
enforced.  None but qualified pharmacists
may advertise medicines of any kind in
the public press or import them. The
importation of nrticles not considered ex-
clusively as drugs—such as guwms, liquor-
ice, &e.—is free.

In Turkey thero is no restriction upon
the importation of patent or other medi-
cines, with the exception of the payment
of Customs duty, and quite recently the
Turkish Government has prepared a Jaw
cstablishing n band or stamp tax of 10
paras (1d.) for every bottle, box or pack-
age of medicine.  This Jaw is intended to
be put in force us soon as certain pending
negotiations between the Porte and several
European Powers ave brought to an cnd.
In some instances, however, the stamps
have already been aflixed, and the 1d. tax
is collected on all sulphate of quinine,
which can only be imported at a few
Turkish ports—viz, Constantinople, Sa-
lonica, Smyrna, Beirut, &c. The impor-
tation of chlorodyne, collodion, nitro-
glycerin, chlorate of potash, and cannabis
indica cigarettes is altogether prohibnted,
but the fact that these drugs are sold at
some shops shows that the prohibition is
not very strictly enforced.—Chemist awd
Drugyist.

Examinations by Boards of Phar-
macy.

JOSEPIl P. REMINGTON.

Read before the Pennsylvania Pharmacceuti-
cal Association,

What should be the true aim of Boards
of Pharmacy in their cxaminations ; and
what. should be the nature of the quos-

Hony put?

Theso queries, for there are really two
here, have been placed in my hands by
the Committee for reply. It will bo vead.
ily obscrved that if they cen be satisfue-
torily unswered and the laws cexceuted
that wuny of the perplexities of State
Bonrds will disappear and the very desir-
able conditions of plinrmacy laws fullilling
the oxpectations of their prowoters will
Le experienced.

To the tirst query, “What should be the
true aim of Boards of Pharmacy in their
examinations 7 the answer 1s: (1) To
pass the qualiticd candidates; and (2) to
rejeet those who are unfit to be licensed
and in the writer’s opinion no other an-
swer can be given. The truc aim of Phar-
macy Boards having been easily settled,
the second query is encountered, and here
the real difliculties ave presented. ¢ What
should be the nature of the questions put?”
Constructive nbility is of a fur higher grade
of merit than that which is destructive ;
and, it is always easier to pick out flaws
in questions, than it is to frame a set
which will be thoroughly satisfactory.

The first auswer to this question must
be, “The nature of the questions put”
must be such as will determine the candi.
date’s titness to have the license, and now
the answer must broaden out so that it
may cover the subject.  An experience of
twenty years in framing questions in
pharmacy has possibly given the writer
some qualitiestions to answer this gques.
tion. In the first place, it becomes of the
utimost importance for any examiner, no
matter what class of candidates are be-
fore bim, to divest himself of all idea of
“gotting up a lot of stumpers™ or of
framing the questions so that they mny Le-
come pitfalls to the unwary. Iivery ex-
amining body should be held responsible
for the character of the questions asked,
Phiarmacy Boards are unquestionably in-
vested by the State laws with great pow-
ors, At their “ipsedixit” they may say
to » young man, “Stand down,” and
down he goes and great is the fall 5 or if
they say, “Come up higher, brother,”
the candidate is clevated and happiness is
his portion.

With many of the Boards the questions
asked are never published, and the candi-
date has no method of knowing how many
of the questions have been satisfactorily
answered.  With someof the Boards, one
set of questions serves for all of the can.
didates; if a certain proportion of the
questions are answered, he can veach the
mavk set for assistants; if o Javger gquan.
tity of the sume questions are properly
answered, he is entitied to rank as 2 pro-
prictor. .

Whether this method of determiuing a
man’s fitness has the ouly merit of ccono.
wmy, must be a matter of individual opin-
jon. The writer has carefully examined
mauny of the Doavds of Pharmacy ques-
tions that have been published, and it
must be said that the questions have
mainly followed the methods adopted by
the colleges of pharmacy; a number of
the questions being recognised re having
done duly Lafocn at s oullege exawination,

There ennnot be any gieat objection to
this, provided the questions sclected are
suitable ; and this brings up the muin
question, what is n suituble question to
give n candidate?

In the writer's opinion, the questions
should be graded. Lo the candidate for
the assistant’s certifieate, the questions
should be mainly dirccted towards prov-
ing whether ho is a safe person to be left
in chargo of the store during the tempor-
ary absence of the proprietor ; for the
certificate that he is given qualifies him
in this respect. There are many ques-
tions which would be perfectly proper to
give a junior student at a pharmaceutical
college thut are theorctieal, and which
presuppose him to have a knowledge of
physics, mathematies or chemical reac.
tions; for the junior student has just list-
ened to lectures treating of these subjects
and the college examination is for the
purpose of showing how much of the lec-
ture or instruction has been retained.
But, many of these questions would be to-
tally unfit to give a candidate for the as-
sistant’s certificate,  The College as an
institution has the right to ask of her stu-
dents a certain grade of accomplishnents,
based upon the instruction given, before
permitting the student to piss to a higher
class; a grounding in clementary physics
and botany, and pharmiaceaticnl mathe-
matics is essentinl in order to thoroughly
comprehend the subjects which are to fol-
low. But the questions which should be
given to candidates for the assistant’s cer-
tificate  should Le cminently practical.
The doses of poisonous remedies, and in-
deed of all remedics, should form a promi.
nent part of the examination. The rela.
tive strengths and charcters of the class-
es of the pharmaceutical preparations
form valuable subjeets from which toselect
questions.  Candidates should be drilled
on the official names of the preparatious,
with the Bnglish nwines and synonyms.

Tu chemistry, the plysieal and chemi-
cal properties of the snbstances used as
medicines form an inexhapstible tield for
suitable questions,  The effects produced
by mingling various chemical drugs fur-
nish another source forimportant queries.
Practical familiarity with the subjects
should be shown by the recognition of
specimens.

For the proprietor’s examination, a
much higher standard should be fixed.
The ability to decipher preseriptions, not
only those which are fairly well written,
but ones which are difficuly, should bo a
part of the examination. The proprictor
should be posted upon properties, doses and
physical sppearances of offizinl medicines;
and he should know at least the doses and
propertics of the new popular remedies.

Finally, it is not too much to expeet
the proprietor to show hisability to carry
on business by passing a practical exam-
ination Lefors the Board, where his com-
petency to perform the duties for whigh he
is given n sgecial license ean be demon.
sirated thoroughly, in the presence of the
hody which gives him s nuthority.—=
Amarisan doarnal of Lharmacy.



