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CRIME IN HALTON.

BY MGEO P. .STEWART, OS KVILLE.

Oue of the favorite falsehoods cireulated by the anti-Scotts in
otier countiesisathie uufoundcd assertion tht there is agrater pro-
portion of crime in flalton thian in miost other counties, and, than in
the Province at large; and tlmt since tlic Act caine in force, there
bas been more crime than at any formet, period of the saine length.
A gentleman said to me, net long since, in a ncighiboring courity,
49if there is less crime in Halton now than formerly, it inust have
been a terrible place at one tiîue." Such are the raîs-statemients
with which the axiti-Scotts try to deceive the people. It is ai note-
wvorthy fact, that (lui ig the late contest in tialton, the assertion
that tlîcre is more crime here than in other counties, and than àit
any former peried was neyer made-no mani, net even E. K. Dodds
himself, wvouId hiave dared to niake such a statement. The truth la
that Halton was edways eue of the most law-abiding counties irn
Ontario, and tliat it is vastly more se new than ever before.
Happily we are net left te any mauc conjecture on this p oint, as is
neessarily time case, more or less, with refereuce to the relative
amount of liquor drunk liera before and sixîce the inception of the
Act. The official statisties of crime for 1883, publslicd by the Do-
minion Governnient, have recently been received, and fromn thein
many suggestive facts may be gathered, which lias the saine effeet
as the assertions of tîme tinti-Scotts, that a charge of dynamnite does
upon buildings under wvhich it is exploded. Coming frein such a
source, of course tue figures are autlientie and indisputable,.and
frein theni there can be ne appeal. For the purp-"io of coinparison
with Halton wve take ail the bordering counties,, il., Peel, Welling-
ton and Wentwortlî, wvhîre the circumstanceit and likclhlood of
crime are as ncarly as possi ble equal, with, the exception of the liquoin
laws. We also clmooce a nuniber of couinties representative of al
parts of the Province, but taking Ltme ia.jority frein tme western
part. Some of these, as Huron, ZDOxford, Nîorfolkç, etc., arc amont-
the most lawv-abiding ceunties in the Province. QUiers, as WVcnt-
Wvorth, Carleton and Hastings, are ainoug the worst, thoughi net Ltme
worst. Our selection is more than fair te our oppouehÙts, as in al
but three out of the twtel "c couifties chosen, the ainiount of crime la
less than time proportionate amounit for the whole Province. Now
let us sec how Halton stands time test.

First, we notice that, with one exception, every eue char'ged
with crimea in Halton 'vas convîcted, whuich is the case in ne otiier
county. Now the ouly correct cenîpanison of crime is betwcen the
nuinher charged, net the number conv'icted. For instanîce, we
notice that in Wentwvorth there were t'vcnty-nine pensons charged
wvith bouse and shop breaking, and of the'se only fine were con-
victed. But, althmough thme other twcnty were acquitted, yet thc
crimes with which tlîey %%,cre changed must have been comnîiitted by

soeone-the oniy difficulty being, cither timat the parties arrcstcd
wvere nieL the guilty parties, or that Lucre wvas notsuflicientevidence
to secure conviction. Se in these conuparisons -We iill consider the
nuinher of peu sons charged wvith crixme as bcing tIme nuimîber of
crimes actually committed. Hlowever, thaît ne fault may bo found,
-we give bedli the number of crimes conhuittcd, and the number of
convictions secured.

We find that in 1883, tîmene wcre seventy-four crimes in Haiton
cemmi tted, and sevcnty-three persons convictd. 0f tiiese, lîowever,
seventeen were for vagrraney, anci tliirty-four for breaclies of the
Scott Act. These nequire remark. In Milton, the county town,
there is ne lock-up, se al] vagranti; are comnmitted and sent te time
gaol, and are reported te the Govcrniment. In othier county tewvns,
sueh asý B! aînptoîî, Wodistock, etc., there are lockups, se that the
mnjorîty of those vagrants who, in-Haltion, are sent te the graol arid

rcponted, in Lthe other couinties ivould have been sent te the.1 lockup
and net rcpontcd. Se, for fairness, that seventeen 'i ust be deductcd.
The other thirty-four are for violations of the Scott Act.. Very
naturally thme hiotel-ke-epers of Balion feuglit against the Act for
the tirst tetmi, lîýping iL wvould bc nepealed aitLimce end of Umat ime.
IL is deciulcdly unfair, in spcaking cof tlîe amount of crime under
the Scott Act, te include the i'ilful violations of that .Act. It is
decidcdly dechce-ky," thougli tlionoughiiy cliaractieristie, for the anti-
Scotts te speak of the auieunt of crime imi llaitoii, whien over eue-
half cf it la causcd hy tîmeir deterniincd opposition te Uic Act. If
then we deduct the seventeen vagrants, and time thirty-four viola-

tions of the Scott Act, we have (t total 0f 23 crivieq coamillcd, aita
22 coitictio-ns 10V c21)Cl'rim '7iiçj 18SJ, îii Scott Act 1J(t(>fl. Wue
venture the assertioîî tliat ato other coiinty in Onîtario cati shoit' so
littie crime in proportion to the population. To niake this more
rea(lily luiderstood and more impressive, wVe grive helow il comiparat-
tive tiable, .31lo'ilg thc nuilbr of people to ejaeh crime COillinitLe(l,
and aiso (lie nuinber to cadi l)eiso1i convicted in eachi cotunty, aîîd in
the wh'lole Province. I deduet frontm ecc the nuumîber of vagraiîtsý
and breaclies of the Scott Act, anid other liquor laws."

Niiie fNuinhlar of
Nunibor ofiNtiiiibtr of;NIa f i'cofflo for

COUNTY. Pouain Otaus Pesn foryritvoy >
Charged. Comîvictud. 1ovorYrgemno01 sou-t
__________ _________j Chrgo. ictud.

Haiton ........... 21,919 23 22 95 996
Brant .............. '8,891 291 2206 116 154
WVOII igton .......... 73,535 707 j 520 104 141
Weill vorth ........ 6(;,!51 2,841l 1,705 23 39
Carloi n.......52,105 1,47!) 1,000 85 52
Hiurui .............. 75,'J91~ 173 143 439 531
Peel. ............ 16,3871 1 59 72 211 227
Sillca 1 ................ 4,102 t 559 .48G 115 132
Oxfo'dil.............49,107 363 305 135 11

Ealduge............5501 1,001 605 5 91
Giey............... 741184 -25 210 240 294
Onîtario ............ 4i,826 H 21 189 1 231 258
Province of Ontario. 1,385,469 23519 15,735 I 58 86

Lo, the difference!1 While in Ilalton thera is only one crime
committed te every 953 of a population, in Brant Lucre is one te
every 116, ini Wellington one to 104, i Wentworth one to 23, in
Carleton one to 35, &e.; and iii Uic whole Province one to evcry 58
people. Even in Huron, where there is probably less crime thaui
in any other county except Ilalton, tliere iii one crime for ev'ery 439
people. To make this lîfference aven more enphia'.ic, we give below
the stateinent in another foi-in.

In proportion to the population there was during 1883:-
In Bi-mt.... 8 tinuesas inucli crime aud (; tinties as hiny conivictionis as i» HIltoni

WelV~]lngo 9 7 ' 4' 14 . i

Weinttorthi4l '' " 25 il41 9
'Carletoni.. 27 ' < 19 96 4 4

~s1c1 4 ~<4
"lBuron .... 2 '

i rnicoc.. .. 8- e7 4t t

il Oxford.... 7 ci 6 Gt d
il Hastings.. 17 id 11 teid

il Groy.. 4 Id 3.;~ 479 8. 9
iOntario... 4 '' di tg 64 '

il Provinicoof
Ontario .. 10 c " t il; 4 "4

This should be sufficicaît, once for ail, to refute the absurd
statenient as to the anieunt of crime in Ilalton. But, fest seine eHd
croakear, driven inte a corner, should say that the amnouint of crimie
lias aïways been sinall herc, but timat it 1<. gréater thami forinrly,
,%we -ive below another table in w'hiclî we (rive tho crime for 1881,
(the last whole year during, wvich Halton wva under license), and
for 1883 under the Scot.t Act, showing the incricase or decrease per
centum. WVe deduct breachies of liquor laws and vagrants in cach
county and for hoth ycars:

Nunero uinber of 'Nîbc f Subr o

fil 181. n PM l, issi. i n 1683

Brant.... . .. 354 291 18 .. 278 220 21
Wellington. 014 707 66 . 358 520
Wcîitworth. 24160 2841 j 15 1594 1705
Carletoni.... 1217 14! 6183 1000
Peel ......... 78 17 4 is 72

Hrn 390 M7 ..6 3j24 143 55
Nofolk. 120 '159 .. 32 114 152

Suo . 450 .559 .. I22 d .102 ]46
Oxford ... 353 363 .. 3 315 305 3
Ha.stiîgs. 902 1001 il !40 605

Grey ........ 57 25 '> 1 288 2 10 20
Ontari.... 17 5 211 j i 1-5 189
Provincu o!il I

Ontario>.. 121,189 12-3190 . 9. 115,178 115,735ý

IncrTa.,
percent


