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CHAPTER 1V.

<%heopttituo g8urnich, It~. io JainiIg nnlb hlig <.!onGicnct.

"0ur fit-st grent ziiover, and our last great endi
la oue : and by whatevcr nuaine wo cali
The ruling tyrnt--sLlf in ail in aIl."

Chîurchill.

Mr. 'rheophilus Burnisb, without being a mai i of genius, or even
talent, was generally described as "A ni of the tiine,"-"Ulp to the mark,"
"lSale in bis principles," "Sound in lus opinions," "A friend of the
people," "A true pbilanthropist." lie bad inlîerited froni bis parents not
only a good fortune but a prosperous business, whiclî returaed its annual
thousands witb as niuch regularit), as the cartlî yields lier increase. He hall
always nianaged bis business matters by praxy-exanuined bis balance sîtect
-and leit detatis ta bis son and well-trained subordinates. Not so bis
father. He had entered a brewery-firm, then a small affair, first as clerc ;
risen to be manager, married the only datîglter of the leading parnr-the
prescrnt Lady flurnisIr-became hiînsel thte architect ai one of the largest
brewcery concernis in oui beer-drinking country, was kniglited, and dicd Sir
Hopwood Burnish, leaving a naîîîe fragrant, as Mr. Veering said, for pieîy,
and all bis sons ricb and prosperous gentlemen. Great on 'Change at
Lloyds, and the Docks, was the namle ai BurnisbI, but greater still tbat of
the twa eldest sons, for tbey kept on tbe two great trades thecir father liad
establisbed. Theophilus was a Lrewer, Felix a distiller.

flesides (or in consequence ai ?) their reputamion as capitalists, the
Burnîsh natue rankcd bligh in the religious world. None w'ere more eligible
as chairmen of Bible societies, or anti-slavery meetings, than the brothters.
None %vete more indefatigable in the country as magistiraes, or in mown as
members of parliament. And as for plans for bettering thue condition of
the poar, inîproving prisons and workbhouscs, scnding the Gospel to the
heathen abroad, aidîng associations for tbe suppression of vice and nuendi-
city, and every otber kind of prinîng of tîte great Ulias trc of vice and
inisery;ý no one could excced tbemn in zeal and liberality. Capital plans ail;i
oni>' soilcd and snmudged hy the snoke of the brewery and distiller>'.

When Mabel entered Mr. Burnisb's elegant mnansion in Portland Place,
sbe congratulated berseli .on tbe pleasant apartmlent apn)rop)ria-tcd as scîtool
and sitting-room for tbe little girls and liersehf. Everytbing that wealtb
cauld do ta promote comfort wi's donc in thtat bouse. Thbe near proximity
ta the Regent's Park promised lelasant w~alks with ber young charge. l"And
I sball be living usefully-maintaining myscif," Eaid Mlabel, iil a glow of
pleasure mnantling on ber cheek. At ibis instant Mrs. Burnisli, accompanied
by two sweet little girls came ta welcome ber, and imnuediately a recogni-
tion took place. The lady said, " I have seen you bellore, I forget where'

Mabel assisted ber memory, IlOh, was it indecd ! in the railway
carniage a month back, wvben we came ta tawn F" 'l'lien followed introduc-
tions of the children, Emily and Kate, aged nine and seven, and ail the
preliminaries of future plans. Mabel found she "'as ta breakfast witb the
family, the rest of ber meals were ta be taken witb ber pupils. This arrange.
ment %vas aIl that could ho desircd ; and when Mrs. ]3urnisbi left ta dress
for dinner, and Mabel was alone ivith the children, bier spirits were s0 cheer-
fui ai the prospect opening bciore ber, tiat she interestcd ber >'aung cbarge
at once ; and that nigbt established tbe thîree as good friends.

Mabel could easily sec that Mrs. flurnish had flanc ai the untiring
energy af bcr nîother-in-law. She wvas, in mact, overpowercd by the activity
ai tbe famuily. H-er bealth was flot good, and ber temperament inclined ber
ta, quietude. But she was constantly reminded that the flurnisb fanîily
lived for the benefit af athers ; and a certiin idea ai tbe importance af
keeping up wvith the dernands nmade on the well known philanthropy af tbe
bouse, caused bier ta acquiesce in rnany plans af benevolence she would olten
bave been well content ta let alone. She w-as, in trutb, one af titose coin-
mon characters who take their tone from tbose around, even ta the aver-
caming ai natural predilections. She made berself sanie amends, by aiten
delegating ta ailiers iany af the niatters she professed ta undertake. A
favorite nuaid bad, for years, performed ber charmtes, and, wben tbis wîonîan,
wbo bad vowed ta live entirely for ber dear lady, dcceived ber, and privately
married the butier, keeping the niistress she adored in ignorance af the iact
until it could bc concealed no longer,' Mrs. flurnisb trinslerrcd ber confi-
dence ta the nursery-gaverness who had preccded Mabel, and was also left
in disgrace, as favorites are wont ta do. The presenit lady's-malid,MiNrs. Gabb,
might have filled, the vacant office af confldante-was, indeed, vcry near
the distinction-wlten it occurred ta Mrs Burnisb, on the ver>' first inter-
view witb Mabel (for none are so active as tbe indolent in finding substi-
tutes>, that bere was a superiar persan, wbo w-auld be able ta take a bigber
department iban mcrely the executive in reference ta charities. Sa she
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wvas as plcascd -as the young govcrness biersesf; and1 as to what Lady Bur-
nishi had said about beauity, Mrs. Burnikb %vas one of tiose ladies who neyer
sec inuchi to admire in the looks of ochers. flesides, a poor governcss 1
What did it iatter wvhcther shie was tail or short, or dark. or fair, so titt bier
general appearance did flot disgrace the faîniily?

liad Nirs. Burnish becn liosst:sedl of mîuch disccrinnnt, sbc would have
becn startled ont of lier indifférence on the subject of Mahel's looks, after
witne.sîng, lit the first Ihreîkfas-.t, tbe gaze of gratified surprise %vitli whichi
ber cldcst son, W. Delanierc Burnish, recognized Mabel. As to the bicad
of t!le hlousebio'd, lie hiad no recollection of baving sectn the youing govcr-
ncss hefore. He gave her a cordial wclcoîne, scanned lier face an instant
wvith an earncst look, that rcmiiidcd Mafbel of bis mother, and than turncd
to bis pile of lettc.-s -and newz--papcrs, and sipped bis coffet in silence.

"lHave you hcard Delamiiere, lîow that min is who janinicd bis bîand FI
said NIr. 13urnisli, abruptly looking up) firoin bis palier.

Dead, zar 1"1
1Ildeed-poor fcllow 1 1 was iraid it w'ould be so." Il My dea1r,"

hc added, addrcssing bis %vife, " you nmust do soînctlîing for tbe widow."
"I'My list of sucb cises is ver>' full," siid Mrs. Burnish. "lThere were

twvo men died in Ilartbolomew's Iast niontb. One witb only a scratch l'ni
told ; and both have left large faiilies. lsni't there a contingent fund, or a
soniething, aniong tie men flbeniselves, Mr. Burnish ?"

IlOh yes 1 certainly, there is; but, you know, I like my people to know
tîxat 1 take a personal intcrest in thecir well.being, an.d a %word froin you to
the widow will be of tbe greatest consolation."

"Oh! to be sure; I synîtiatitize deepiy wvicl t'je poor thing; only tllese
cases occur SO often. It scems to mie our nien ni.-er do recover."

"lCousin Shafton Keen wçould tell you tho re:ison of that," said Dela-
niere Burnish, Nvith a halfl augb.

,,Oh ! I've flot nîuch opinion of the judgnient of Shifion Keen," re-
torted Mrs. Burnisb , bat, befure the words wec well out of bier nîouth, tie
door of tbe breakfaist rooin wns tlîrown open, and a servant announced-
IIMr. Sbafton Keen." l'lie owner of this nanie, a slight young man, with
dark eyes, that ligbted up an intelligent, but not handsonie, face, caile in,
bastily uttcning ani apology for calling so early, but added, laugbingt "1I've
corne bcgging, ni course. Its our Board day at tie bospital, and, as tbe
cases fronî the brewery have bccn numierous and bcavy of late, I'vc called
to ask an extra subscription."

IlMy!moîlier i-anis ta know, Sbafton, how it is that ail the men die,
however trivial the accident that thcy enter witll?" said Delarncre.

IlPlethora, dcar aunt! If the men, like tîme horses, atc the grains in-
stead of drinking tbe beer, tbey mnigbt be fat, and not full of inflamation
and bad humours. These London attilet.m.are a sort of htuian p)uffl)îlste."1

"Ate tbe grain, Shalton ? lîow absurd," said Mrs. Burnibli. "Jtist like
you ;" niaking, at tbe saine tinie, a signal for Mabel and tbe cbildren to
witlîdraw. Mr. Delaniere Burnishi oliened tbc door for bis little sisters, and
bowed theni and tîteir governess out of the rooni with elaborate polite-
ness-a circunistance that did flot cýcape the cîuick eyes of Mr. Slîafton
Keen.

As Mabel passed tbrougb the hall she noticed that it was filled witb
poor people, and she learned iliat tbey were applicants for the aid of the
different charities ta which Mr. Burnish subscribed. How blessed, thought
Mabel, to bave boili the menus and the will ta do good an so large a !»Cale.
She sas", tbon, only a part, and a very small part, of the operations of the
bouse of Burnib.

In a very fewv days the young governess fell into tîte usual routine of
the biAise. TIe children did flot occupy lier whole tue.c Besides lier owvn
two bours' walk with theni, froni four to six every fine evcning, tbey walked
two bours in the morning wvith their ilaid, at wvbicb tume Mabel wrote jet-
ters, or saw poor applicants, or visited charitable cases for Mrs. flurnish,
and likcd ta be sa employed. Then in the cvenings, aftcr the cbildren lhad
gone ta bcd, sbc found tinie for the iniprovement of ber own nîind by
reaidîng; and a good iibrary was kindly opened ta bier use by Mr. Burnisb.
Altogether, sbe had reason ta think herseli fortunate, as to the surface of
affairs, at ail events.

Some clouds slightly shaded the brightncss of ber sky. She bad rend
in the newspalpers the trial of the wonîan for stabbing, and was rclieved ta,
find tbat, though sentence of deatb was recorded, it would not bc cairricd
into effect, but inîprisonnient for lité would be substituted. Wbat would
become of the clîildren of the nîurderer and the niurdered ? was a question
that M7tabel could casily put; but the answer? In one instance, it was
answered in the very papier that told the niotber's doom. There was, in
tbe police intelligence, the case of tbe e]dest boy, taken up for stcaling, and
sunmmarily sent by tic migistrate for three nmonths to the House af Correc-
tion. "lAh 1" sighed Mabel, "Ithis is the way that the tanks af the criminals
arc recruitcd. Dbrinking,,passion-poverty-detittitiofl-crime." With a
pang, Mabel read tbe fatber's testimony that until lus ifie drank, be lîad a
bappy borne, and bis childrcn a good motller.

Mabel's other perpiexities arose f ront causes sbe could lîardly admit or
defîne. It scenîed odd to ber tbat Mr. Delaticere Burnish so oftcn met bis
little sisters on their rcturn %vith bier froni tbeir afternoon walk. And though
ho was quiet sulent every ... orning at the breakfast table, he was gencrally


