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T HE active business f the mnth là
being donc In statienery. The holi-

day trade In extra fine and ail fancy wrlticg
statienery was a good one, and present
business runa mort on plain papers, in ail
grades, (ranm the finest to the cheapeat.
Scarcely a retail store but has a number cf
reductions te offer on notepaper. Many
ef these Ilknacked down I papeteries arc
what bave been left froni such fancy stock as
cbildren's piceure notepaper, etc., more
sultable fer the Christmas inade than any-
thing cise.

But reductions are also being made Iu
ordinary fine netepaper. The very best
geods are net marked dewn, but geod
vellurn and bond papeteries In white axd
cream, ahades (seldom lu other tlnts), are
bring offéreti ai reduced prices all over the
city, and there is a lot cf it purchascd.

"Dimity" statieneryis having a good run.
White, perbapi, leada as regards the
shades, but creani, grcy and blue sell aise.
The dornand for grey notepaper, whicb,
during the past year, has beeu falrly large,
was iheqzht te bo due te a great extent te
the peried cf meîîrnlng over the death cf
Queen Victeria. This apparenily had little,
if any1hlng, te, de with ht, as new that the
rnourning year là over, thc demand for grcy
shades ln ait kinds cf good writing station-
cry kecps fuly up te what it bas beera.

It is not possible te point out any anc sire
or shape that leads lu -1Dimity- statlenery.
There arc twe or three sires, which a
equaliy papular. and botb the square and
wallet.sbaped, envelopes arc taken.

The best dem&nd is for white paper. iu
Uic smooth finlihed papers, white and
cream amc by far the best seffing shades,
anid just now srnooth papers arc sellicg besi,
a.t least, the v'cry rough fibre papers ame
Det sellint as Wel as they dld. Blue kà a
good shade, If it la net too dark. Several
ligbt tints arm being taken. Grey Is about
the only other shade tbat bas any degree of
Populariîy. Pink notepaper secms te bc a

thing cf the past. Hero and there somne
kbaki r :%te Is accu. A short whiie ago
theze was a pretiy fair dcmand for it, but It
là very littie used new.

The new lincn.finished paper, brought eut
a few months ago, là st111 one cf the leidlng
lines. It là made in &il the fashienable
shades, but blue scema te ho the best liked.

1,Rookwood I la rather an odd.looklng
paper, whicb, altheugh decidediy pretty,
doges net take vcry well. The tints are in
light green, and thse paper bas a cloudy
effect, whlch la ncw but net papular.

There aire several lunes cf envclopes with
white edges wbich are selling well. The
colors are blue, pea grecn and deve gtcy.
In the corner cf the envelope fiap a neaîly
embossed Initial ln white preduces a very
pretty effect. Any Initial dcsired can be
had, and thc demniad for these with paper,
cf course, te match is vcry geod among thc
best irade.

Hiurlbut' s Old Holland' -la a lin. that
takes Well and deservedly se. It is madie
lu ail the pepular shades. The sheets arc
oblong. The envelopes are cf the popular
wallet shape, but Det se narrew as seme.
Ons each sheet, ai the top, there la a amall
initial embossed ln white. It la usually
surreursded by a circular deuign. In tbis
aIso any desired initai can bc hati. In
sonne of these papera the inital la iii bronze,
andtihei effect is pleasant, provideti il
matches with the ahade of the paper.

It i only the largest stationers, bowever.
Who can carry a full hune cf these papeteries.
Many cf thons have only certain commin
suitiais, preferring toi enter otisers as needeti,
rather than keep theni in stock.

In wholesale circles the statienery busi-
ness ns very active. There la an Increasing
demand fgr bond and ledger paper freni
our Menireal houses, and it la plain that
Uic trade are recognizing that these papera
cari bc madie as Weil in Canada as in the
United States.

Meuris. McFarlane, Son & Hodgson are
getting up a new hune cf tablets, te which
special rare is being pald. They have net

yet been given a naine, but wili appear on
the market shottly.

Messrs. J. B3. Rolland & Fils art maklng
arrangements ta put out a new lino of
writing staionezy, for wblcb the demand i 
likely ta bo great. Hitherto, their Weil.
known -Record" and "Ernscliffe" papers,
whicb, it will bc remembcred, werc given
the Grand Prix at the Paris Exhibition. have
been useti only in the maklng ci blatnk
books, pads, etc. But somne of the Ieading
retail staîloners In the city fancied thcmn for
notepaper, and promlsed ta buy them if
tbey werc put up in writlng sires. Arrange-
ments aie being made for fancy boxes, and
the papers lill be put up in octave and
Empress sires. The medium finish o!these
papers, being neither very rough nor very
snioeth, rnakes tbem popular. Tbcy are
to be made ln white and azure.

Net ail statleners are geing ln for valen.
tines, but nlany of themn are. It must bc
contesscd that although there are the usual
number of new design$in la bi year's
valcntinei, there arc almost ne original
idems. There is, perbaps. net the same
Incentive te produce new things In valen.
tines ibat there once was. St. Valentlniea
Day is net considered serieusly by any but
a very limited class cf people. Formexly
the young man sent te the only girl on earih
a complicated creation in paper lace, with
cupids and butterflys and ail that sort of
thing, in ail earnestncss, but if bo does It
new it Is only as a jeke. The faverite aunt
gets one fromn the children, and that rarest
ei human beings, a beleved, scheolteacher.
gets several, but the average schoelteacher
gets the other kind. Apart from this, there
là -0lit doing -li valentines.

Unbappily, those thîngs that are calied
"comic I valentînes must be excepted.

They still centinue te rnake life miserabte
for a large number cf peeple, mostly yeung
ones. There are deubieis a great nany
respectable. grewn-up peruQns whe know
semebody that auglit te receive one cf thes.
nlghtmarcs, but they are asharned te go lu
and buy tbem. But scores of angel-faced
tots 0f five or six vears treop in (0 the
valcutîne counter and pick eut bideous
caricatures cf Ila dinty plumber I or tga
lazy hlacksmith," with the usual red nase
and ill.trimmed whiskers, which tbey seexu


