
THE CRITIC.

THE MOCK PARTIAMENT IN ST. JOHN'S HALL

The Church of Rome froin the carliest days bas been accoin-
modatlng; she coîmcenccd by a slight exchange of divinities
with bienthendom ; andl now that mten cherisbt the delusion that
tbey have pollular represcnîtation in P..rliameiit, and t'«'whce,
she manipulatrc; theni as a skilil chcss-player mnipulatcs his

l isbops; " site is accustomied to flank movenent;, and nianeu-
vres accordingly. .It is tbcrcforu no malter of surprise that
certain unsophisticaied :nie.nbers of the Suparate School.Board,
who, because thcy hold thecir position as thc resuit of a popular
vote, ninintain a parliamcntary denieanotir, as %vell as they knoiv
how, and apPeal to parliamentary precedent, entircly overlooking
the fact that a certain Ai-rM'chess p)layer takes cire to have a suffi-
dient number of pies on Med Board to chcck-mate tbcm at plca-
sure. Of such a mode of procecding as that above-indicated, we
have huard of certain charactcristic illustrations. A subject is
înooted in conversation, at te sittings of this Parliament, arnd the
gentleman wvho represents the SpeaUer therein, manipulates his
subordinates, in such a fashion fliat the motion which bas neyer
had an existence in such a form, [s suddenly and by acc' ation
dectared to have been carrz'ed, in absalute disrcgard oi the wish
of the majority as expresscd in an informai discussion.

After a sirnilar fashion, if ve ,ire correctly informed, private
and unsaleable property is voied over to file Board, which, unable
and unwilling as it is to sustain the Ibrardeti, is nevertheles cajoled
int the accelitance of it.

We trust that the severai members of the Board may nt least
bu enricbed witb the Church's blcsging, in recognition of their
subserviency and devotion.

MORPHINE.
This pernicious preparation is ýerpetually administcred by

the doctors, in spite of the protest of the Lanzdau Lancdt igainst
their so doing. There is however a palient who figures behind a
counter hard by the Arcade, wbose vivacity ]ends him to give the
lie to bis empioycr's customers with the utmost fâcility. In that
young rnan's case, %ve think morphine m:ght be adininistered with
advantage. -

MR. WVATTS' ATTACK ON THE DIVINE ORIGIN OF.
CH-RIS*IIANI'TY, ANI) MRL BROOKMAN'S

I)l'FENCli THEREOF.

The only city paper wvhich bas recordcd the above-describcd
contest, has treated it as a deble ; we have reason to know that
Mr. B1raokman distinctty declined, from first ta iast, ta enter iiito
argument on the subject ; on the contrary, it was agrccd that each
of the contendants should stabe bis individui1 convictions thereon.
It was moreovei stipulated that no offensive, or (what would be
deemed by Mr. B.) Lasphemous language should be cmçioyed on
the occasion. At this junicture, we must observe that in civilizcd
communities, it is tsniversaily understood that wbcncver any subject
is under discussion, offensive language on eitber side, is regarded
as inadmissible;- but sucb representatives of infldelity, or f they
prefer tbe terni) agnosticism as bave visited Toronto, have
appeared to regard tixenselves as at liberty ta sel. sucx a tacit
maxini at defiance, and to express tbemselv'es in the most offensive
langu;Iýe bhey could command, with regard ta a person and a book
they know to be dearer than liCe to a considerable section of the
community. One effect of such a course on their part bas been
to prevent (probably) the rnost competent mnan on this continent

reptying to thln, and anotber effect lias been to deeply pain tbat
section of thc community %which (ivim~tevez bc tbeir errors ofjudg-
ment) is niost active in good %Yorkf,.

If Mr. Charles Watts, whitec styling hiimself a rationalist, werc
publicly 10 assure the Governor of the Blank of England, that
wvhat lie is pteased ta desigrite w.m bullion of the bank [s nothing
but coloreci nickel, te governor mîighl. of course reply, if be
thotight fit, or lie miglît latugh, il lie were s0 disposcd ; M r. Waitts,
in sucb case, wvould manifest cither wilful or culpable ignorance ,
Mr. W.'s opening sentence, as reported in 7'he Iorld of the i31h
tilt., app-ars to us to be about as vweigbty als that suggested above;
lie is related ta have said that IIChristianity, lîke ait othcr systems
was the oteome of the btîman minci at a limec when knowledge
%vas the exception and ignorance the rule." If Mr-. %'atts bave
made so great ,discovery as that bc intiniates, it is obvioutîsy due
ta flic civ [lizei' %vorid that wc should learn from ivlit human nîind
<or minds, chis complîca:ted 'systein emanatedi how it came to
pass that ia:eýligcnt and cultivaced persans were sçb satisfied of ils
veracity, at ',iie time wben the facts on which it is based were fresb
in the~ mie-aory of cye-witnesses, fithat hey soid tlheir )ossessior.4
for the bencfit o( others, and braved cvery kind of bardship,
tcrminating in death. rather than relinquisht thecir tcstimorny ta its
trutb-Mr. Watts <we bhink) shouild informi us bow it came 10 pass
that the books which record ils histor' tvre speediiy translatod
intd several languages-we think ý%e ouight ta learii %ho concocted1
these Ilcunningly devised fables"-- wlîat At:e thc aucliars' induce-
ments-and what their rcwarda for so-doing-the precise date and
place af their origination %vould ltkewise bc abjects of irîterest to
the antiquary. This mode of investigation, and any incluiry into
the grounds af belief on- the part afi myriads of ftic excellent of
the eartb would not attract nn audience, anxiotis ratber for justifi-
cation of unbelief, and ivilling te) pay, tîtusc îîlo %vill liell thcea
tbdreto. WVe do flot need tu bc told tliat iiniractlusb power, ild
the possibilîty (or raier the cuitainty> (if sui~ ..rnattiri ad'i to niar
are leading tenets of ChIlristi.inity." WVîth th, %%orrlb ' lug.it- and
reason " on bis lips, Mr. W~aw, is bo ilugcal anid uncsrakas
ta prceenl that Il nothing is known of the onin " ut the Christian
religion. One wvould hardiy suppose the auàdjýicc before iomn
bc delivered sucb a Mtbemnent, consibttd (l- tilt reporter vclces
it did) Io reading peaple ; " the iards of Christian history have
probably not becn included wathiî flic scope of thecir btuclies.

As Mr-. Watts bas referrcd ta 'I inirar ious power " as that
on wbîch the claims of Christ'rnity arc based, it would have lecen
pertinent ta enquire of hini, if lit could indicate any spurious
miracle of wbich it could bc maîîttaiticdi tliat it %vas af such a
nature that (Q) the sen5res couid rake cognizance of it; (2) that it
was wrouglit before many wvttîiesàscs , (3) that institutions and
nmemorials were establishied in r otumeixioration of 't, aiid (4~) that
tîtese institutions etc., date frain lthe uie at wliiIh the alleged
miracle is said bo have takex place. Vie puïpose esilarging on
titis subject in the next number.

Trhe-mnost formidable obstacles to the progress of
Christianity art the ntcrî who occupjy bue puipits ; irstead
of dividing thei imta the convemît loial Il orders ' of bisliops,
priests, and deacosis, tbey inay, vvith more correctncss, be
cla.sscd as birclings, mun-uniers, and infidels -in the estimiate
of thiinking nien they are rangcd linier one or other of these
*orders." lThe fact we take to be ta-accable to that corrup-

tion of the Church as a wholr. %vlich bias extenided fromn
apostolical times,-arîd the profound ignorance, and indiffr.r-
ence of the masses appcaled to, accounts in great ilieastire,
for their toleration of it. Of the hircling and rnurnmcr
orders of pulpit occupants wve have treatcd [n soilv: detail,
i past ' criticigms," of one of' the infidel order wc arc about

to treat in the present


