Government hed better keep the money a fow
yeors longer,

We now refer tothe sdmissions to aur principles
mede by the Guardian., Oue Is, to discuss the
subject in diepute in 1he Conference srgan, which
he hae done on the occasion wa refer to. Thisisa
step In the duection of improvement, and wa give
the Editor due credit for it. It is only by the iriendly
discuss.on of differences of opinion that truth Is
broughy fully out, sud made spplicable to the general
guod,  Suppressing discussion 18 like binding up su
inflammatory himb: it must heve relief sooner or
Iater, and moro at the expenso of tho patient s the
stricture rontinues.

‘The nextadmission is more important. The Edic
tor of be Guardian ogrees 1o lay-represcnlation on
the Missionaty Committees. 10 thns 19 10 be made ef.
ficient, which now s nut tho casg, 1t widl be so for ac-
oeplable.  But we ark thisin relation to afl the stand
ing comns ttces—by whom all jthe important business
in performed, %

But lo the accomplishment of such & desirable ob-
Ject shere is an insuporablo diflicully ansing trom the
presont formn ol transscting businges Letween the Con.
ference and the members of the Church.  T'ho Guar-
dian sa)s w8 nyich a9 this: = I must luck the door to
my prisuntrs, as it is my duty to do—I cannot give
them my key, but if they can produce anvther koy, 1
will not hinder thewn from comng out.”  Tho Guar-
dian, on tho 8th April says, respecting the question
of the ollice ol Chawrman of Districts, to the peopls he
has aaid, 1" you want ths ¢ Jot us know." Furilier
on he rays:—~

* Is It expected that the Conference should remedy
wiirt it never card complained o[ 1 Luis umeo enough
10 alter estnblished ussges when they mie shown to
need alteration, and when the patties eoncerned ark
torit. Daubiless, if the subecrnibers wish other per-
solis (o tako u part of the lubour and responsibility vl
\ha moanagement of 1he tund, anda proper representue.
tion of therr wishes be ferwarded to the Conterence,
there will be o objction to atford sausioction.”

Novw, what is meant by proper representation? 1fa
nunbor of tho members of o Church sssemble~—
howaever nnmerous and unanumous—if the Svperinten.
dent Preaclier will not attend and preaide, or it he at.
tends and presides, ho refuso to put a resolution, the
actsof that meeting arc declaced unolficial, & the Con-
ference Ling 1o cars, for all the words** Jot us know."
© 1t iv time 10 remedy complaints when we bear of
thom.” ‘These expressions aye only aynonymaus with
aur provians metaphar—\Vo keep the tegalkey, i€ you
can procure anather, but woknow thereis not anotter,
you maycomne out of prson, (sec the Meworial.) It
is thue evident that the members of the Chuich are en-
tirely cualaved, unless they fua.st on the nght to meet
and discuss matters, and pass resolutions, and com
municate with tho Conference when they think
proper.

In the eame paper the Guardian takes much pains
to eaiablish the honesty of ihe mansgers of the Mision
funds,~whecn he hnows it was nover disputed. Itis
nol a very satislactory defcnco against charges ol bad
maaagement, to say that tho parties so charged arc
honest.  Cagacuy for business is quite 88 necesanry as
honesty, At the same tune when tho balance on hand
s first stated 0 Lo one amount, and then another ;
that cno balance is the red] balance, and one s notthe
real balance; and then agsin, another suwm s named oo
the bamnce ; i there 15 no dishonesty, tho door1a
wide open fue 1t ard 1o one could have blamed us if
wo had expressed any doubt on shat sulject.

e e

)
RECAPITULATION, »

* And tho brambla satd unto the trees, IF in truth ye anoint me
Berg over 3o, then CLBL 2ndd Dol Yool Gl dis dny ahadow
amnd iF vot, Iet Gre cooe out of tha bramble s dovour tne
Codars of Lebanoo™

This being the Sixth number of our Jour-
nal, we think it neecessary to give a briof re-
view of the statements, and fucts, brought be-
fore our readers in preceding numbers, with
u view of naticing them as they apply in
support of cur avawed object,—lay-represen-
tation, or the iemovd of those causes of
complaint which have given riso to a wish
fur lay-representstion, as the eflectual remedy
for them. We reiterate our fitst demands,
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principal object ;—Ilay-representation is only
an instrument in obtaining it. Give us
Methodism as it 1wcas—Methodism swithont
politics or dependence on Government,—und
Methodism without irresponsidle power, and we
doubt not that the people will be satisfied.

But we yet sce very little sigh of concess-
ion. The Guardian, the organ of the Con-
ference, published for the very purposerof
protecting, end advancing the interests of the
churel, lias been nearly silent, unable to
disprove our statements, with a small excep-
tion, that it has admitted that some of them
are true, .. indicated some concession with
reference to lay-members being appointed
on the Missionary Committee. In other
forms, opposition has been directed against
our journal; onc method which has been
adopted is, to denounce the whole as false-
hoads, by verbal declarations ; and another,
to traduce the private character of the Edi-
tor; another to forbid the veading of the
Journal; another to ascribe its origiv to infi-
delity to Christ. In fact, cvery plan has been
tried, but that of disproving our statements.

We have, however, the satisfaction to
know; (to use the language of a leading mem-
ber of the Conference,) that we have made a
powerful impression ; aud thatamong a large
number of the more thoughtful, and reading
portion of the membership, as well as on the
Canadian public generally; and the convic-
tion is now prevalent, that the Wesleyan
Mcthodist Church will henceforth lose the
support of public opinion, whilo its Ministers
interfere publicly in the politics of the
country.

This, is the paramount question; which
must be carried in favour of our principles
sooner or later, and which must be followed,
though perhaps remotely, by those compara-
tively minor improvements, and refurms,
which we demand.  'We shall feel perfectly
satisfied if the publication of this journul
shall be found 1o have contributed towards
so desiraule an object, as the separation of
the Mcthodist Ministry from all public inter-
ference in political affairs,

There was a time when' the Wesleyan
Methodist Church in Canada, was exceed-
ingly prosperous, and popular; that period,
was from its organization to the Union with
the British Conference, in 1833, The year
1832 was perhaps the more precise time in
which that prosperity, and gencral popularity
was distinguishable. This was undoubtedly
owing to the influence of about 100,000
udherents of the Wesleyan Methedist Church
scattered over the Province, and lholding
libers! opinions, both civil and religious; by
which the state of public opinion, both in the
tlouse of Assembly and in the community
generally, was so frequently and -lecidedly
expressed in opposition to a Church Estab-
lishinent in the Province, and to the appro-
priation of the Clergy Reserves to other
purposcs than thosc of Education and inter-
val improvement. The Christiun Guardiax
early Lecame the medium of the expression
of public opinion ou these questions ; bence
its influenee, and that of the Wesleyan Metho-

dist Church, which.became 20 \-tiﬂept,tlfu..

Sir Juhn Colborne, on one octasion, issaid
to have expressed himaelf to the effect, that
if he could commaml the influence of the
Christian Gxardian, he could break up the
Reform party, and establish the supremacy
of the Znglish Church in the Province. It
is impossible to conccive that its most
prominent Editor, Mr. Ryeison, did not
soon become aware of his position, and
influence, while ho conducted that paper;
and through his office, the influence he hud
ndquired generally in the community. Trom
this fact arose that intimato connection be-
tween him and Mr, (now Lord) Stanley,
which justifics us in concluding the existenco
of a league between Dr. Ryersou and Lord
Stanley to accomplish that purpose; for the
whole conduct of Dr. Ryerson since, is in
accordunco with such a conclusion. It is
now scen that neither Dr. Ryerson nor the
Conference have any political principles,
but those expressed in the words since
so familiar, * We support the paity whick
will give us most.”
and influence of the Guardian is too well
kuown to 1cquire references to particular
fucts; we will, however, refer to two. One
of the principal charges against the Canada
Conlerence, previous to tho dissolution, was
expressed in the following Resolution of a
Comumittee of the British Conference: * The
decidedly and  prominently political char-
acter of the Christian Guardian, in violation
of pledges given to us, aud to the Upper
Canada Conference, from 1833 to 1639.%

In Mcesrs. Ryersons’ Pamphlet; published in -

London, on the cecasion of the dissolution of
th> Union, a note is inscrted by Egerton
Ryerson, making the following admission:
“ 1t it is admitted upon all hands, that the
organ, 2nd members of the Wesleyan Metho-
dist Church, turned the eventful elections of
1836, in favour of the Government and the
established Constitution.” It is, therefore,
not likely that those who wielded such s
power as that of the Christian Guardian,
could be ignorant of it; nor were the Go-
vernment that received the benefit of it. So
for from Dr. Ryerson or tho Conference
being ignorant of the existence of this influ-
ence, it appears to have been an ohject con-
stantly iu view to use it to the utmost. Dr.
Ryerson has, no doubt, been in constant
communication with the Colonial Office,
proflering his influence in favour of the
Government, and has recently exedtedit, as
is too well known, to the reproach of Reli-
gion, in reference to the Wesleyan Methodist
Chureh; while the Conference identifiesitserf
with his conduct, by the issue of Resolutions
of Conference, which sanction, more than
they-forbid it; Ly issuing his writings in the
Colonist through the Grardian oflice; by
canstantly looking for Government money in
aid of their Missions and their College ; by
getting vid of all Dr. Ryerson's opponents in
the Conference, and by one of their number,
their Secretary, saying, “ When the clections
come on, we will put out our fecler, and the
party that will give us most will have our
support.” It is impossible now to deny, that
the Wesleyan Methodist Church has been

converted, to a certain extent, into & politi-
cal-engive, for ‘the service of either

T'he political character’
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