
EDITORIAL.

may be yielded by the serum of a patient who, bas not had syphilis, but
ja suffering fromn sucli diseases as scarlet fever, leprosy, pellagra, *yaws.,
and a few others. Drs. C. Verdozzi and L. Urbani extend thiis list b* thie
inclusion of certain chronie disorders of the liver. After giving al fuill

aeutof their technique, whieh is precisely that described byv Wasser-
,,atin imself, they give a tahular and also, a detailed account of 26
patients wvith chronic hepatic affections in whom no history or signs of
gy.pilitieý infection could be obtained. An account is also given of 27
.conta'ôl cases, patients with either somne acute diseuse of the liver or hile
ductâ, or with acute or chronie disease of some other oQan, but free
f roui any stispicion of syphilis. Not one of the 27 controls gave a posi.
tive Wassermann reaction. But a positive reaction was obtained( ini n)
t.wer thaen 20 of the 26 patients with chronie hepatie diseaise. Nine of
the. 26 were suffering from, primary or secondary niew growtlis of thle
liver, and 8 of these gave a positive reaction; in 7 thie reaction wais comu-
ple. l'he remiaining 17 had one or another form, of cirrhos«i of i
Jiver, and Wamsrmann's reaction gave a positive reault in 9 of thiese,
while in :3 more there was fixation of the complement even ini thie absenc
of aritigeu. Tihe authors remark that Boas failed to find a single p)ositive
j,.setion ini 59 cachectie patients with nalignant. disease; pussibly, they
suppose, b)ecause the liver was littie involved in these cases. The authors

state that jaundice is not in itself a cause of a positive Wassermnanni
reaction; jaundice was present in 13 of their 26 patients, and 6 of thle
13 gave a negative reaction, as5 was aiso the. case with ail the. 6 patients
in. the control series who wcre jaundiced. They note tliat thie reacetion
wa more of ten incomplet. in hepatic cirrhosis than ini the cases of hiepa-
ti neoplasyl"

Tiie foregoing is ample to make us careful not to place too nincl
weight to the finding of a positive Wassermann. There are many thinga
in jeaven. and earth flot yet dreamed of in our philosophy."1

THE PRICE OF LIBERTY.

L.iberty lias ever corne hîgli. It is the mont precious thing inar
knowa; and it is thle thing for whîcli lie lias ever been ready, to die. Ini
the Balkan wars of 1912 and 1913 350,000 were killed, out of a total
of 1,250,000 engaged on the aide of the several counitries. This la une
kilie in every tliree and one-haif engaged. In the Russo4Japanese war
ther were 558,000 kied out of total forces of 2,500,000, or about one
in every four.

Fromn ail the. indications to hand the death list i the present war
wW ru up to one in every thiree engaged, as the war is bound to lagt


