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PULMONARY TUBERCULOSIS:- ITS TREATMENT AND
PREVENTION. *

BY A. P. e>Roc'rER, -M.D., KAM1LOOPS, 13.C.

SoMuE few niontbis ago 1 spoke on iPulmonairy Tuberculosis at the
first nieeting of our liewlv-forLledj Association of British Col-
uibia, and I chose the subject chiefly for two reasons:

1. Because of its general interest, evcrýy day bringing to oui'
consultingý'rooms sonme victii. of the disease; and

2. Because, in coniing froni Uamloops Î-î the so-called dry
ieit of British Columnbia, where numbers of these patients arc

set ,ey year, I felt I mniglit be able to givsonofurm t
special experieuce, which rniglit bc of sorne snialI. interest. I
have chosen the subjeet to-day for the saine reasous.

.Acide Pîilmonar-y Fthlisis.-Of the acuite foris of pul-
nionary tuibereulosis I have littie to say, because I believe I amn
riglîIt iu saying that, with rare exceptions, troin an acute outset,
tliey progress rapidly downwards in spite of ail treatin-ent to a
fatal termninatio-n. WVe eau only alleviate and inlake thie inlevitable
descent into the valley so-new'hat casier.

Chronjoc PuIimonarYPtiis- il the chroule formus of the
diseasze it is differeut. Jiere w'e eau freqiiently, not only iuprove
but ofteu arrest the disease. I use the word arrest rather thian
cure, because I have so, often had inpressed -upon ine the uincer-
t-ainty of prono-uncing cases as cured. Cures -'ie lznow there are.
The post-rnortern room reveals that, but I feel thiat those of us
iwho have seen case after case after long quiescence agaiu light,
up and become active 1uiow something of the difflculty of pro-
Ilouncing cases as cured -vhose syniptonis have for a tinie disap-
peared.

F'or the best Tesluits tWO tling3 MIust be giVen IIs:
1. That we recoognize the case early.

'.That wve are aile to carry onît the necessary t.reatrnent.
-Ear1y recognition is the great~ secret of a geod resuit. Better

stii, if -*we could learn to recogniize these cases even earlier, in
wblat lias been termed a "' pretul)ercular " stage, and learn to
reali7e ahmmiost 1-ýy intuition that these are the ca ses slipping down
the bîil,> euding- iii pulrnary tuberculosis. This muay be sorne-
-iliat misioary--a refinernent of diagrnosis hardb- possible; but
however that rnay be, the o-ne thing that. stands out of supreine
imnportance in thé successful treatient of this disease is to get

m rittcn for t.he ineeting of Canaiaxi .11dicai Asociation, Winniipcg, Atiglis 20th. IWlO.


