
TREATMENT OF FRACTURES.

then reflected inwards, giving admirable acess to ail parts. The
clots were first removed from the knee joint and then after a
great deal .of difficulty, with the aid of two assistants and the
powerful leverage of large forceps, the three fragments were
fitted nicely together. Two ordinarv tiree-inch wire nails were
driven transversely through the condyles, one from citier side,

.thus holding theni firnly together. The shaft was then secured to
the united condyles by neans of a steel plate on the outer side
and held in place -by four hali-ineh serews. The two portions of
the patellar tendon were sewn together by three niattress sutures
of chromie catgut and the whole wound closed without drainage.
A baek splint vas then applied. the knee ,being slightly flexed.
This splint was renmoved in two weeks and passive novemients
cominenced, and four weeks later the patient was around on
erutehes.

It was t.hen founid that there was littie active extension
possible at the knee joint. owing to a slackness of the ligainentum
patellae. To correct this. a strong silver wire was put through
between the lower end of the patella and the tuberele of the
tibia, at the sane timie a portion of the patellar tendon was
removed and the two ends broug'ht together again. In one weekc
lie eould extend the leg perfectly. Unfortunately the patient feUl
three weeks later and a skiagraph showed the wire to be broken
in two places. Tiese fragments of wire ca.used sone irritation
and have since been renoved tlhrouch tvo tiny incisions without
an anesthetic. It would have been wiser not to have eut lie
ligamentum patelil, but to have chiselled off the tuberele of the
tibia with the tendon attaechied and to have wired the fragment of
bone again into position.

At the present tinie, four months after the injury, the patient
is walking with firm union at the seat of fraeture and with a
freely novable knee joint.

By no other mnethlod than an open oper'ation would it have
been possible to have brought these badly displaced fragments
together. and to have secured sucli good funetional results.
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