
AMES-THE M3UNICIPAL 30ARD) OF HEALTH.

that tlhey are ilcompetenLt Who have not stolon, nor been drunk on
dmt.y. nor been înei-vil to the public, but -who simptîly draw salary to do
work which they cannot do and so block the way for the appointient
Of others-mr..capable. Tf you Can help> us in bringing the alderien
to realize tha.t. for the benefit of the public service, individual sacrifices
must he made. you will have done much toward making the work of
reI odeIing the departnen t a possibility.

31EAFSURnES FOR THE PREYEVENTONT OF TITE SPREAD OF O DMUNICAULE

1)1SKASES.

The regulations of the City Council and those of the Provincial Board
of H1ealth arc fairly complete anid grant our department eonsiderable

power ii the above iatters. From' timie to time the Board of I[ealih
suggests to Council additionid regulations, alwavs, hîowever, within the
liiiits of t he powers conveyed by the charter. At present smalpox,
t.y ph oid fever, diphtheria, croup, measles, chickenpox and searlatinla
aro the only prevalent diseases regarded as communicable. As it IS
the duty of every physician to report to the Medical Heallh Oflieer,
within a dclay of 24 hours after discovery, the namne and address Of an'y
patient whom he nay' discover suf'ering from any, of the above diseases,
the department is duly made cognizant of cases existing throughout
the city. I have recenmtly given orders to have an employó ini the office
during the evening until 10 o'clock, since many doctors inake their
rounds in the evening and would prefer to report by telephone at once.
The school boards are also required by law to report all children absent
on aecount of contagious sickness. This I find is donc by the Pro-
testant schools, but is not very carefully followed by the Roman Cathl-
olic institutions. Cases are sonctimes reported by persons 6ther than
dectors anonymous letters oecasionally arc received calling attention
to suspicious premises ; the sa-nitary inspectors on their rounds find
suspicious cases; in all such instances one of the doctors connccted
with the departmuent visits the premises and verifies after diagnosis. If
the premises in whieh the disease has broken out, are ample, and coi-

p"ete isolation is possible without reimoving tlie patient, this is forth-
with ordered andi the liouse is duly placarded, but as in many cases these
maladies occur in the dwellings of the working classes, where isolation

is impossible, the patients are frequently removed, if suffering from
siiiallpox, diphthcria, or scarlatina, to the Civie Hospital in an ambu-
lance at the public expense. This is not donc, however, with typhoid
fever, consumption, chickenpox or measles. Iii fact I a-m told that
nine-tenths of the cases of communicable diseases reported, are -nursed

at home. WheIn the patient lias been removed, or after he has bcn

pronounced cured, the house is disinfected upon the order of the at-

tendant physician. I fear that frequently, when the preinises are


