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Prestpext, - - - Wi ELLIUT, Esq.

The regular meetings of the Seciety talke place
on the first Wednesday evening of cach month,
at the Mechanics’ Tustitute, when, after the
transaction of business, there isa paper read, or
discussion engaged in, upon subjects of interest
and ralue lv the members,

Tlie Sucicty admits as members, Chemists and
Drugyists of guod standing, and their ussistants
and apprentices, if clected by a majority vote,
and on payment of the following fees :

Principals - - - - - $4 00 per Apnum

Asgistants & Apprentices, 2 00  ©

; The JOURNAL @5 furnizhed ¥REE to ull mem-
ers.

Partics wishing to join the Society may send
their names for proposal to any of the members
of the Sucicty. A copy of the Constitution and
By-luwes of the Socicty will be furnished on

application.
HENRY J. ROSE, Secretary.

CANADIAN MEDIOINAL PLANTS.
PRIZES.

Prizes ave offered for collections of indi-
genous medical substances of vegetable origin,
as follows :—

1st Prize—Firreexy Dotvavs—a copy of
Griffith’s Medical Botany, and Certificate.

20 Prize— Tex Dorraks—a copy of I vod's
Class-Book of Botany.

3p PrizE—FiveE DoLLaRs—a copy of IFool's
Class-Book of Botany, and Certificate.

Conditions of competition to be—

Ist. Competilors to hare been engaged in the
drug trade, and for w0t more than three years,
and to be members of the Pharmaceutical So-
cicty previous to 1869,

2. Specimens to be forwarded (carriage paid)
to the Secretary of the Sucicty, Toronto, by 1st
September, 1869, 1with a sealed letter, cuclusing
the address of the compelitor, a errtificate from
his employer that the colicelion has been made
by the campetitor solely within « year; that he
has been engaged in the drug trade during that
time, and that he has not been more than three
years so engaged al the date of this notice.

3. Each specimen s o be carefully prepared
ready for sale or use, and packed in a puper
bag. On cachshall be wretten leqably, the com-
mon and scientific names, the date and locality
of collection, and & private mark, chich shall
also be put on the outside of the letter accom-
panying the collection.

4. Three judqes shall determine the order of
merit; they shall be at liberty to withhold any
or all of the Prizes, if the collections do not
warrant an award, and to select such specimens
as they may deem meritorious jor the Auscum
of the Soctely, which specimens wdll have the
name of the collector put upon them.

8. The points of competition to be wmmber
of specimens, condition, corrcelness of naming,
and general cxcellence; quantity @ sccondary
considcration.

Collections fo which Prizes are awarded il
be sent to the Provincial Exhibition at the ex-
pense of the Socicty; and any Prizcs scenred
there, shall be for the benefit of the collector.

Address—Collections,

Canadian Pharmaccutical Socicly,
H. J. ROSE, Sccrctary,
September 15th, 1868. Toronto.
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E. B SHUTTLEWORTH, EDITOR,
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Correspondenee and genernl connnumea-

! tions. of n chawaetey suited to the ohyeets of this

Jorexar, are fnvited, and will always he wel-

come,  The writer’s mame should accompany his

communication, hut not necessar ily for publication.
Subscriptions will not be acknowledged

by letter, as onr sending the paper may be taken

as suflicient evidence of the receipt of the money.
All conunmuications connceted with the paper

to be addressed, post-paid,

CEpITOR CANADIAN PHARMACLUTICALJOURN AL,

Totoxro.”
OLASSIOAL LORE vs PRAQTICAL
ENOWLEDGE.

Many of our readers have, doubtless, pe-
rused with pleasure the excellent paper on
“The Commerce of Marseilles,” read before
the Soc.ety at its July meeting, and which
appeared in our last issue. As embodying
the impressions of a Canadian, and the views
of a practical business wmian, exlibited in a
clear and practical manner, we thought the
article would meet with general accepiance
by the commercial commumty, and not prove
uninteresting to the casual reader. From
the numerous cowmmendatury opinions we
have since received, in regard to the paper,
we have reason to believe our conclusion cor-
rect.  On picking up a Montreal journal, a
few days ago, we were, however, somewhat
surprised to find a leading article in which
Mr. Elliot’s paper was made the subject of
the most ill-patured and unscrupulous criti-
cism, actuated evidently by an anmmus whieh
the writer betrayed na prins in concealing.
Although oceurring under the editorial guise,
we can scarcely ascribe the authorship to the
unaided malignity of even the Montreal Te-
legraph.

We do not intend to review the article in
question, nor shonld we have alluded to it
at ail, had it not been that a puintis mvolved
in which we feel the deepest interest; we
sefer to the undue prominence given in edu-
cational training to a study of the classics.

We do not wish to be understood zs under-
rating the value of such study as a means of
mental culture, nor do we deny the advan-
tages which acerue, to sume classes, from 2
familarity with the dead languages; but
we do say that in the great majority of
instances—and more especially in the cuse
of those intended for commercial pursuits,
the time spent in acquiring a knowledge of
Greek and Latin might be much better em-
ployed, in gaining possession of information
which would be of dircct and practical benefit

in after life. This appears to be the view
taken by the anthor of the paper in the para-
graph which so avoused the ive of the Z'ele-
grapk., Mr. Elliot says:—

“There is (in Marseilles) no English house
of any standing or importance, a sad com-
mentary on the fact, that while British youths
have been translating the obscenities of pagan
mythology, these Greeks and Germans have
mastered the modern langnages which give
them the best positions in practical afiirs.”

We have already admitted that the acquire-
ment of the ancient languages is beneficinl
in promoting a habit of concentration, in
exercising the memory, and otherwise de-
veloping and cultivating the mind. But is
not the study of the modern langnages of
equal value in all these respects? and to a
non-professional man of how much more
practical utility? How often have we heard
business men exclaiming against that syatem,
which, though familiarizing them with the
language of pagan deities, left them speech-
less before mortals, save of their own tongue.

In these progressive times, everything that
is learned should be learned with av object.
There is no time to waste in fulfilling the ro-
quirements of a so called perfect cducation,
unless the achievement of those reguirements
promises to be of real sterling benefis. If
the mind is to be trained, let it earn that
training by acquiring, at the same time, infor-
mation which can be utilized. We might
illustrate this by a cascof which we read re-
cently. A worthy divine, professor in an
American college, being deeply impressed
with the necessity of physical culture, was in
the habit of taking daily exercise, which he
accomplished by alternately filling and et pty-
ing bags of sand, carrying them {from one
end of his cellar to the other. Had wo
known this gond man we should certainly
have suggestcd a wood suw, or pregented him
with a few gardening implements. In like
manner would we substitute the modern for
the ancient languages—a knowledge of living
mortals and fresh truths, culicd in the bright
sunshine of actual existence, for the moulder-
ing records of fabulous monstrosities and
extinct nations, dug from the musty cellars
of a barbarous antiquity.

Our remarks are to be taken as referring
to the education of business men ; to such
Mr. Elliot’s remarks were directed, and to
others, at pro:scnt, we shall not allude.
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CHAXPAGNE FROM PETROLEUM.

An article from tho Cincinnati Journal of
Commerce, under the above tidle has, for the
last year, been going the rounds of the press;
we can safely vouch for having scen i, in
various shapes, at least a score times. It
does not astonish us that it should be exten-
sively copied in the ordinary newspapers of
the day, as tho announcement of such a start-
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