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nearly ai l the tacts contained sr. iieso essays, fi avait,' beeau col - tlisl ne guba, Il' in- S9pecim trie .5 jroctiued LfMr lodigiîts uf
lected from abroad thiougli lire vaiue ot ste essa)s pliUliîbcd, ald, 'Fututtu . but theu fn~ubsr' iimU5v.t i, l.Ià. lie bas rtcordied
the large nutmber ut comrpetitors, show ltat wve liave persolits li tithcei~nadali, Journaul, oid) bt.iulillate flictt,k'&it fur ftiîiîer
quaiified for the work. For hints very useful teufile yîiung naits- intorination.
rahs8t, 1 may reter to tire paliers oni collectingr insects, and i oit tlio It v. ailli e lligracitis 1, le'.'.e ste ujit-al kitiýdorni, withott
distribution of nseets, by Mr. Coupcr, published in the Nclitrillit. notice ut :tliuolugy ab .a fi t '.cta Tru ie reinarkabie

Who knoiv anything oft ire înyriads ot minute criestaceaiîs ili ofld nu Mr. Kajie, e.Iibiý. , licre l iÂ.. te ofvtu u ilt-,
aquatic wvorîns t bat swvarm in our waters uns suinnier. 1 have Aunerte it Asso iatiuîi last siauiinenr, iunîist h'cstronigly iînpfrestied
aeeu enough tu be assured that tiru uiame îs le-gioli, but 1 arn flot lnr muids m. ith tie ititurest uof dtn su1. as it iciales o the
aware that any one hins coilected or detcrmined tile s!.ecies Iiidiait ttibu.. %là. Kanue %vas furtiiiiate lt lia% iig- u able an expo-
occurring h-re. The subject us a difficult onu, but many of these à situr uif bis collection' ais Dr. WaVlsuii atiil 1 fli,t> addtt tl.at Canjada is
creatures ure exceedingly curious iii structure and habits ; assit fortîaiaatU ini ha. aîîg ani 0tiaiiOlugt Lbu Mell fitted tu lcad iii this
collections of tacts and specimens mught bue inadle, by aiiy une tieaanglut;ààt. Stirelyý, souof utn! niomba'rs iiiglkt cui.triljtie soune-
havjngr time tu devote to suicl pt'.rsiitF.. t hiîi' to Iii.î gleatSaJ't Speceiînens re attin- to it are înot, otten

Ainong tite vcrtebraied animais, tlîougii tiler(, is litie grotuud laittiefure us. ýVe îuci'ved, ia,, iast 3 car. tiarouigia tue llihp
su campletcly untraversed as in sorne of tire luwer forîrîs ot lite, ut Molnîreai, a curions anicèett uirn, wlich exciled iîiîeh interest.
much may still be dune. In une departrirent tire ]ate Prof. McCui- 1 have sîuîct beun ii curst usa îiaciie w.itiîftle -,titlein.,ii '.'.o malle
loch and Prof. 1-181 long silice set a gond exaînpie, ini collccting known tue(, diseoveryý, assis îîope to obtain ilirtiier iitrinatiuii nd
birds and other vertebrates, and preparrng lists of thiose trequîenting speciiiiens. On fliu rttuiî t lu is L.ordsip, %% j possesses tic ori-
or rarely visitmoe this locality. The geograpîticai distribution iît gîîîai notes un the subject, 1 tust tiîis interesting relie 'viii be tignired
the highier animbais as illustrated by slicit collectionîs ani lists, is andt cescribed iii our journai.
in iteel t a very important subject. Plants ali'ord as rnany locai attractionis a-% animais, but I sh1al

Tire fîshes ut our rivers afford a fertile subject ut inuiry. occupy lesé timue %ith tire subject ut* Bntauy thrait witlî tlîat ut
Manly ut the amaller speaies are prubably unalescnjbed, and tiiere Zooiogy. A very large lierbarium lias beeni collected by lire oldest
are soute oi pecufiar uuterest whic1 deserve rtuciy lisiilieit habits living ineinberio uthib Society, l>rofussor Hiolinos; and as wuv now
and modes ot fle. .I reter especially to tire Lepidosteus andtirei have it arranged by Protessor Ilarnstoît, 'i tlle Cabinet ut McGill
Amnia, those atacielit forins of -anoid fishes whîcx remiiid us so Collage, it atiourds anr inivaitable iîleans ut .cfereice Io ste student.
stiongiy of the antique epecies ~Uind tossil in ftle Paloeozoic rock s, Dr. Barnstoit is niow engaged iii leaeparing a catalog~ue ut tins antl
and a minute acquaintance with whose habits; miglit throw înost lus own collections, .vlich will, 1 trust, le publis'ieu iminer the
intaresting light on the condition ut tsse world in tiiose bygone auspices ofthab Suciety ; and it '.il' thuni bu tfr subsa'quiiit collet-
peniods. iformation oit thear spawnîng grotînds, their haumîits at tors to aJ to titis ahvtdy uxtelive li.,t sucb species as nia' still
difl'arent stages of growth, thuir toodl, their w.intcr and suimmer remain unduscoved.
resorts, their migrations, thoir peculiar instincts, it caretîîlly col- The Canadian 1Butanlist bshould nul, iiowVe'. r, Cuntentî hissselt '.itlr
lected, w.vuld bie a[ inestimable value. Living specirneus, wviih flic sucre deleriativià ut 1,aîs canid daiîbt thiat mucît
mig-ht bu kept iii vivaria and examineal at leittire, '..ouild aise bie romains to bu dtonle ini iuî'.ebigatin- tire uses of tintiVe planîts itot
ut great interest, and xnîght be procured by inany perbuns wiî oiîw apptied tu practical i jarp)u.'s ii flic e a "r iii dnmestic lite;
have nlot themseives litae or inclination lor such stu;dies. Agassiz., and tîtat as C.aa.da becaie., roure populouls, i±îid agricultuire les
w.ho has already su abiy illustrated flic structures and affiuuitîes, of~ rude iii its practice, tire cultivatiun t niau itnglucted plaints fîtteal
these animais, lias inviteal collectons to contrîbute specimens foir tu cujitnibute Iu initior pia.'ilcal iies, '.'ll b"o uindertakela. Nor
lus great wovrk nowv tn progress ; and any tacts refatung ho tire should oui torests and site niaas fur their pre.servation andI resto-
habits ut these inhabitants ut our waters, wvili be giadîv i.ceciverl rationi tu stui ans extent iias ini> be desirable fur stieltei aiid ýor tite
for this journral. I shouid add here, tlîat Mr. Fowler, unie or unir! stupply <>1 'çoud, bu iieglucud by cieific menii. lli gleaiiiiig.q,
menibars, has prepared a n umber of accurate and beautùlul dra'.'.- tapcbuu iC.in;idiauo practice, nay- bu made in Ibis direction,
ings of Canaduan fishes, and can thus perpetuate for uis ste leuiii truit, thje ex.pcdîeuits uuiiloyet iin Etropeair couintries; and ini a
tints ut jur specimens. courntry iin w icli ojie-tiaird o>f tire %oii slaoud probably remnain in

Even the sutalier qîtadrupeals ut Caniada are by nu îneauîs wevll forest ic toPi uy tic putrniaaiuat dcinaiid for fui ail otîter uses, tlîis
ascertaiiîed. Thre mice, tlie sirrews, tire bats, aie v.ery inapertiely siibiect is of great practicai iuuputatice.
known. Thora may, be unknowîrà species. Tiiere certauuîly are Auîuliiei stabject icss practîcai, bkut p)rotoiiîidlý igirestiii', is the
many unkno'.vn fads nit distribution anid habits. Mr. lliiiug> lias ~u>rpuctI dsribaîtioi ut plainîs, su abI iollpnnndcd byDDe Can-
publîshed in aur journal aun interesting sumrmary ut tacts on Cana- u.à, aid ut ouIr bitu te fi AtI intie by Professor Gray. Tire
dian quadnuped ; and much curious inftormation exigts iii the culunsls re.spectin-, t.-u gugrapltical distrubutioof uttic Iaun-
wovrk ut Mr. Gosse, ai~ w.eil as lis flue standard works ut Richau'dson culacuw, Sýu jfuaail tt'b>' M''r. Geurge Baristuni, in ai>) article
& Audubon. I would especîally invite attenition to tile suica anîd uns tire ast '.ol'.ime ut tire Cancidian Naturalist, shiow. lau'o. muci
other amali rodants, anîd the slirews. Oiîly a tewv days ago a fille can bc (lutte iin tlais fiuldl. But it is laut îna2rely iin relation ho botany
pair ut specimens ut the old Black Rat ut Europe, wiich I did îlot filit thiis iiiquiry is ut inîcrest. Edx'.ard Forb- s lias sle.vî tîrat
know as a resident ut Canîada, '.era prucurudt by Mr. Hunuier, beau- "neat questiunbs uta guoog are~ illaistrateal by il ; anad nowliere better

tifuiiy pnepared by hilm, and presented by a tnieuîd ta tire Colle"- fiian oui tlire Ameui c'oiitincàit cari it bo sbudicd in ttiiis aspect.
Cabinet, aftording an illustrationa ut the curions tacts iliat mnay u Let us inquint' auspaactiuag aîîy plaunt. %%-fint are its pracise geugra-
learned aven within tire limîts ut aur city. phuicai Iiumtb? To '.''iat extciuh do thie!se repeni o11 climata, elevation,

1 had aimost forgotten Ico rater to the reptiles ut Canada. The xusre suit. What inféurences iniay bu dedlieîl as lu tlie centre
magnificent volumes ut Protes6or Agassiz -Ite'.v '.v>at miay be donc froim il hicbh ilurigunai --pre.aal, adji '.»al a5 Iu lie changes 11)I te
with one famrly, ibat ut the turtoîses. Noise ot ais, perîîaps, can exteit ut tlic land aiad tii.. relative levaIs ot lanrd nuîit sua thrat have
enter into the study in the manner in whcir tinas great naztaîralas;t ucuraireal îilitv its creation ? liere are fertile subjects ut iiîquiry,
has pursued il, but many may coliect important tauts ati tpeci- lualiug lu tire gr-jaitdest conclusions iii retereîrce to tire lîîstory ut fle
mens. Wo do nlot yaî kno'.v muh about the intimerous snakes, fru'gs, upun our plisuet.
toads and newis ut Canada, though mirny specimens usist in l'Ie Baît I unai tarit for t mnraut froua this great subject ho flie
collections of thit3 Society, of Dr. McCullucil, anti ut tire Uniîversity. itumblur nîiathbers t hIl. vc-egutble 1,ttgtlaair, oau la.ss curions thair
Even a catalogue ut thre specimelîs ini these collections wuuld be file lugieî, it luss kivt.Oise of tr inumber.ï, the Rav. Mr.
valuable. Unattractive thougx tliese cruatures anay appear tu tlie Kemp;, lias durected lits attrittuu a. tic tresh-'.vater Algoe, and
popular view, they affurd mure thans most otiter animais evideîîces hr.as uoîutributed a vaîuabl' p.apLu absit tla irsl result ot Iiis iiquiries.
of the wonders ut creative skili. Mr. Pue, aruother ut aur metaibers, i5 n enth'.asiasîic student oftflic

One littie batrachians reptile 1 regard, as a gM~ogist , w.ith Fuaigi, andi pilier nrtre intute anad simnple tonms ut pla nt lite. A
peculiar interest, anti wou d cummend ho your noutice. 1 raer ta summirary ut '.viat is knu''.n ut thiese objects, as occur.;ng iii Cran-
the Manubranchus, or Proteus, a creatora most unatîractiva iin ada, '.vi'i bu gi'.ci ho us b> 'Mn. lPou iii tire prereir '.viuiter; and 1
aspect, but most singular in its habits and mode of flte, anîd a have îîu doubt %%'.iIl excite* somoe interest in these siurgular and atn-
representaîive ut the earliest tonms ut air-breatlring fle întroduccd rnalous strtictures, so. curiurîs iii thtir habits and otten su i'ajiîious
upon our planîe. No gift '.ouid afford ina greater pleasune titan ta aur propauhy.
a few living specimens ut this anurial, '.vlich muight en-bic me ho Tite MessLcte, )capadiaceoe, Purres, anal utter allied
became baîter acquainted w.itti ite mode uf fle, anîd thu, tuen ho familles, affer inany rcx'ards lu any dilfgeirt student; and the
apprectate the probable habits ut sonne of ils; ex'linct congeners, ex~cellenît arrangement and descriptions ini Pruo'essor Gray's ne'.
whose bosses I have disinterred tram the carbonitenous rocks. Sanne edition ut iris manrîtd, -ive facilitias lierciofora within the rcach out


