
Biblical Illustration.

us in the day time in the suin, arid
al most niaking uis to perishi with cold
in flue night, withotit at ai getting
forward.-Douùlan, pages 531, 5-10.

Another traveiler, Sir John Char-
din, says that in Lowcer Asia the day
is always hot, eveîî in the de1>th of
winter itseit', after the sun is 15
degrees abovc the hor-izon; stili in
the hieighit of simiier, the nights are
as cold as at Paris in the miontli of
Karch. In Persia and Ttir-cy they
make use of fuirrcd habits iii thue
countr-y, to resist the col(d of tie
nights. He adds, I have tî-aveiied
in Arabia, and in Mesopotaunia, the
theatre of the adventures of .Jacob,
both in winter and iu sommier, and
have found the truth of what the
Patriarchi said, that lie was srorree
witu /ueqt in t/te dayl, <nid stiffrned
wvith, cold in t/te niglit. Thuis contra-
riety in the qualities of the air iii
twenty-four hours is extremely great
in some places; one would imagine
they liad passed in a moment from
the violent hieats of sumnmer to the
dtpth of winter. TVins it liath
pleased God to temiper the heat of
the sun by the cooiness of the iiiglits,
without which the great*st part of
the East wvouid be a desert."

MVr. Drummond, wvho traveiied
from Aleppo to the Euphirates in the
latter part of Aug-ust, 1717 , rema-ks,

In this cotintry %ve alivays flnd the
mom-ing cold and t/he day scorc/ling
hot."

The language of Jeremiah, chap-
ter xxxvi. 30, is of the samie import,
IlHis dead body shahl be cast out in
t/te day to t/w heat, and in t/w niq/ut
to, t/te frost."-Alloison is miade to
this prophecy in the Apocryphal
book of Baruch, ii. 24. 25, whe-e it
is said that the Lord lias mnade good
these words-"l And so tlîcy are cast
out to the heat, of the day, and to the
frost of the night."

It is pleasing to sec titis appar-enltiv
incidentai circurnstan ce, îeoî-de( iii
the nîost anvient Nvriting uîow<'ti,

confirnied so fully by very remiît
abservers. It is precisely in these
srnall niatters that a fictitious writer,
or an inipostor, would lhave betrayedj
liinselt. And from the abundant
confirmation of the acc'iracy of the
sacred i'riters iii -ail those points,
procee(ls one of the strongcst eviden-
ces of' thel r trut h.-Evangelist.

As in wmaer face nnswereth to faet, so the heart
ut mai to irnai.-Prov. xxvii. 19.

This tcxt is generally, if' not uni-
versally, sup~posed to refer to the
g(enleral inould and likencss of ail the
hcarts3 of mnen, whether it respcts
their universal depravity, or the gen-
ci-ai experience of ail true believers.
But thîls is an erroneous expianation ;
for althougli it is truc that ail hcarts
are alike %vithi respect to their general
character, it is nlot Ilhe falet that any
twvo hiearts are alike in the sense re-
pî-esented by the text, w-hich exhîibits
a perjeet similitude. Let nis examine
the passage a littie cioscly, Il As in
watei-, my face answereth to rny owt-i
face, so rny heart answe-ethi to ano-
t/ier's /scart. " this is evidcntiy a fals;e
colielusion ,for to coîne to thîs con-
clusion, it shotilf have been rende-cd,
IAs in water, mny face answeî-eth to

another's face, so niy heart answercth
to another's heart," wlîich is an ab-
suî-dity. W'e liave before hinted, that
the text exhibits a peî-fcct similitude;
ani foliowing these premises, we shill
corne to the riatural, easy, and truce
soluition of'the patssage. Aýs in watcr
face an<wei-etli to face, so the hcart
ofifnan to /iiself; tiîat is, a mian's
lue is a peî-fcct transcî-ipt of his
heart, as lus face is reflected in a
unirror. Il For as /hc t/tinleth in lus
heart, so is /ue."-Prov. xxiii. 7. Uni-
versal ob)servation testifles the trut1i
of thxis elucidation, and pi-oves that
the nianners and habits of the lifèé,
mark the state and disposition of the
lieart. Il By their fruits ye slîaU
knio% tlieii."

R1. J-LE M

198


