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THE GOSPEL MESSENGER, OR UNIVERSALIST ADVOCATE.

the Sox or max coning iu acloud, with power
and great glory. And when theso things begin,
10 come 1o pass, then Yook up, and lift up your{the
dusciples] heads; for your redewption (from the
persecutions and trials which they endured) draw-
ethugh. And ho spake to themn a parable ; Be-
hold the fig tros, and all the trees ; when they now
shoot forth, ye see aud know of your own selves
that summer is now nigh at hand. So likewise ye
when yx stethese things come (o pass, know ye that
the x1xapoy or Go is nigh at hand.' From this
last quotation we Jearn f}bo ‘scoming of the Son
of raan,’ and tho ‘cominf of the kingdem of God
aro synonymous expressions.  And the uniform

testumony of tho New "I'estamont is, that although’
tho kingdom of God, or Gospel dispensation-com-
menced, when Christ commenced his winistry

yet 1t was not permanontly established, until
Chnist's coming st thio destrnction of Jerusalom
at which time, the power of the holy pooplo was
acattered, and the children of the kingdom ob-
tained rest from tho persecutions which they had
endured fron the cruelly of this persecuting pow-
er. Heuce'the coming of the Son of man is {re-~
quenily connected with tho coming of tho king-
dowm of God, See Matt. xvi: 27,28, ¢ For the
Son of manshall come in the glory of his Father.
with s angels : and then shall ho reward every
quan according to his works. Verily [ say unto
you, there be some standing  hors, whick shall not
lasie of death till they sxe TuE SoX 0¥ MaX cOM-
385G 12 1S KixgpoN.® Mark viii: 38; ix, 1. *Whoso.

ever, therefore, shull be ashamed of me, and of

my words,in this adultérous and sinful generation,
of him also sholl the Son of man bs ashamed,
when he cometh in the glory ofhis Father, with
the holy angels. And ho said unto them, Verily
1 say unto you, that there be some of them that
stand liere which chall not laste of death till they
hare seen -the kengdom of God came with hower.
Lnke ix 126,27, ‘For whosovershall be asham.
ed of me, and of my words, of him shall the Son
of man be ashamed, when he shall comein his
own glory, and in his Father’s, and of the boly
‘augels. Butl tell you of atrath, there be some
stauding hore which shall not leste of deatly tall they
see the kingdom of God.

Tho passages which we have guoted, if they
mean any thlag atall, establish the fact beyound all
controverzy or cavil, that the second coming of
Chlirist was 1o 1ake place at the destruction of
Jerasalem ; and at that time the kingdom of God
was to come with power.; -the preachers and pro-
fessors of Christ's:-Gospel to be rewarded, every
mean according to hisworks ; and the nnbelieving
and persecuting Jows to be punished ss their
crimes and iniguities dessrved. e who denies
thus must deny the positive and direet testitnony
of Jesus himnself; aud ifhe ¢ontends that no such
coming of Christtook place,  that time, he must
also adopt the necessary conlusion, viz., that
Jesus way ono of the greatost imyosters,or foolish
fanatics, tho world ever saw, [f no such coming
tock placo atthe time specified, thet our Lord
cither tended to Yeceive his discipley, or was
himsell deceived. Bear in mind, then, 1 2ader—
that what is contained in this parable was to be

fulfilled at the time of the coming of the So % °f

man. And remember that we havo proved by u.%
caplicit testimony of Christ himself, 1hat that com-
ing waz to tzke place a2t the timo of the destruc.
tion .of Jerusalem, and during the life tume of
some ofhis own immediato disciples Yan can
not fail now to aee the true meaning ond appiica-
tion of tho parable. The design of the parable
was twofold. 3. To prefignre the separation
which wouald take place hetween the true and
false prolescors of Clirist's rehigion, when he
should come 10 juégment uponthe Jewish peo.
ple. Then those who had been fauthiul o their |
Master’s cause. who had been whizufaiand an
the look-out for the sigus which Chnst predicted
would precede that judgment; those who hzd
praciced the roligion diey professed, fed tho
bungry. tinthed tho naked, visited the sick, &c.,
wonid be accoumed worthy to cscape those ca.
lamities which were coming npon the carth, and
to inherit the kingdom of God, or the blessings of
the Gospel dispeusation, \Vhercas, those who
hadnot improved their talents, had beenbypo.
entical in thewr profussion of the Gospel, and had
negiected toboon the wateh, wauld be taken by
surgrise 5 tho Sos of man would como when they
looked not for {hiw, 20d they would bo over-
whelmed with the Jews in ono common euin.
Accordingly, when the faithful Christisns saw the
+pproaching Jestruction, they fled fram the placo
of danger, wero gathered into the city zand
country of Pelle, a mountsinous region bayond

the vufoithful Chritsians, and ungodly Jews, the
wrath of God cauw to the uttermost.  This sapa
ration is represented in the parablo under the
figure of sepurating sheep frow goats.  In tho fol
lowiag parables the same thing i3 represented by
ditferent figures, Matt. iii; 12, “Whose fanis
iy in bhishand, and ho (Christ) will thoronghly
purge his floor, and gathor his wheatinto tie gar.
ner: but he will burnup the chaff with with un~
quenchable fire.'  For meauning of the pliase see
Mattxiii ¢ 24-20. ‘Another parable putte forth
unto them, saying, The ‘kingdom of hewven 1s
likened unto a mau which sowed good sed in his
field ; but while men slept, hia encmy cane, aud
sowed tares among the wheat, and went Yis way.
But wheu the blade was sprung up, and brought
forth Fruit.‘then appeared the tazesalsr. ‘So the
servants of the household cameand said tuto hun,
Sir, didst vot thou sow good seed in thy field 1—
from whence then hath it taves 7 FHesoid unto
them, An encmy hath dono this. Tho servants
said unto him, Wilt thou then thatws go and
gather them up *  But he said nay; lmst winlo
ye gather up tho tares, yo root up also-ho whoat
with them. Let both grow toget'.er unlil the
harvest ; and io the time of harvest Uwill eay to
+he reapers, Gather ya togother first he tares,
and bind them in bundles to burn hem: bat
gather tho wheat into my barn.”  Qur Lord in his
own cxplanation of this parable, fixes the time
for its fulfilmont atthe cud of theage. Matt, xiii
37-43. *I1o'that soweth tho good seedis the Son
of man; the field is the world (kosnos); the
good seed are the children of the kingdom : but
the teres ore the children of the wiskedone: {ihe
word ‘one’ herg is supplied by tho trinslators] ;
the onemy that sowed them is the devil; the
harvest is the end of the world (aion); and the
reapérs are the angels, (that is, the meisengers of
tho Gospel) As, thereforo, the tarcsare gather.
ed and burned in the fire ; so shalli: be in the
ead of this woeld (aion.) Tho Son o man shall
send forth hisangels, aad they shall gather out of
his kingdom all things that offend, andthem which
do mignity ; and shall cast them into a-furnace of
fire : there shall bo wailing and gnashing of tecth.
Then shall the rightoous shine forth as the sun
in the kingdom oftheir Father.’ Mat, xiii.: 47-
50, ‘Againthe kingdom of heaven is like unto a
net that was cast unto-the sea, and gathered of
every kind : which when it was foll, they drew to
shore, and sct down and gathered the gaod into
vessels butcast thebad away. Soshallit Yo at
the end of tho world (nion); the ungels sholl come
forth, and severthe wicked.from among the just,
and shall cast them intu the farnace of fire : thero
shall bo welilng and gnasbing of teeth.’ But
again. 2. This parable was designed to re-
present or prefigure the separstion which took
place between the Jewsand Gentiles. *When
the Son of mau shallcome 1 higglory, &ec., then
shall hesit upon the throne of s glory: And be-
fore him shall bo gathered all nations; and he shall
separate them one from another, as a shepherd
divideth lns sheep from the goats.’  Separate
them, what? Why evideutly the nations that
were ta be gatheredhefore him.  Now does any
man beheve that a separation 8fnations will take
place ala future day of judgment in eternity ?
Certainly not. ‘Than this can lave no reference
tosucha judgment; for the separation horo spoken
o, 18 a separation of nations and notindividuals,
e U, what will the Son of man do with tho na-
tions .‘hus separated from cach other ! Andhe
shall se. the shee; on s nght hand, batthe goats
on tho le, &' verse 33, No one will dispuis that
1o be placcu‘ ot the nght hane of God, signifies to
be brought g, to the eojoyment of us favorand
blesstzigs ; ond to be placed uo the at fuslefthand
sigmifics to be hre 08ht under Ins displeasure. and
10 be depuved of b, @ blesungs and faver  Now
the Jews hind long b W the pecuhar and favored
people of God: *1o the © pertamed the law, and
theaduptign, and the cove 027 and tho promises;’
and 1o thewm ¢ were commipte 3 the oracles of God.!
B the Gentiles had Jong b ¢¢f* Without hope
and without God in the worly, © LUt a change
was now to take place. God's p. Y'eP1 cavenant
people were 10 be deprived of they OIestngs aud
privileges, ta incur the censure and o, TdetaNation
of High Heaven, to experiance His + ¥fath and
curse, and 10 bo banished from their ¢ TOUUY,
their firosides and thete homes. On the OWer
hand, the Geniles wero to ho converied o 100
Gospel; embrace 110 its fullness, bo * deliver ¥4
from the power of darkness, and transjated mto
the kungdom of Gced's dear Son ' they were to
como 1nto tho possession of tho blessings and
prwvileges of the Gospel, inherit everlasting hife,

wo rivor Jordan, and wore saved. \While upon

and come into the possessivn of* the kingdom pre-
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pared for them from the fouadution of the worla
All this had beon cirarly furetold by Christ be-
foro. On one vceasion, when adilressing the Jows
he saye, Mutt. vai 2 11,12, *And eay unto you,
that-many shall come from the -cast, and west,
and shall sit down with Abraliam, und-Isane, und
Jacob, 1 the kingdom ofheaven ¢ bug the children
of the kingdom ehall be cast out into outer dark-
neas : there eholl be weeping and gnashing of
teeth,  Agaw, Matt xxiz 3, “I'ho kingdom of
God shall botaken from you, and given to usation
bringing forth the frants thercof * ‘I'ho rato thing
18 spokenof m Acts xm: 44-47. ‘*And the next
sabbath-day cams ahnost the whole city (of An-
ttoch) together to hear tho word of God. But
when the Jews saw the wmuliitudes. they were
filled with envy, aud spake against those thiugs
which werespoken by Poul, contradicting and
blasphenung. ‘Fhen Panf oud Barnabas waxed
bold, nnd smd, 1t was necossary that the word of
God shonld first have been spoken lo you : but sec-
mg yo putitfrom yon, and judge yourselces un-
worthy of everlasting life, 1o, WE TURN TO TuE
Gexrines: for so hath the Lord commanded -us,
saying, I bave sot thee to bo a light to the Gentiles
thatthou shonldst be fur salvation unto the ends
of the earth.!  And Paul says of these very Jews,
o, xi, 7-10, *What then ? Istael hath hot ob-
tained that which ye scekoth for; but the clection
hath qbtained it, and the resf were blinded ; (accord-
ing agitis written, God hath given them the spirit
of slumber. eyes that they should not aee,
and ears that they should not hear,) unto this
dsy. And David saith, let their table Lo
wade a snare. and 3 trap, and a stumbling-block.
und recompense nato them: let their cyes be
darkened, that they may not see, and bow down
their back always.’ Of the Gentiles Paul says,
Ephiii: 11-19. and jiiz 1-8, *Wherelore remem-
ber, that ye being-in time past Gentiles m tho
flesh, who are called uneircmmncision by that
which is called the circumecision it the flesh made
by bands: that at that time ye were without
Christ, beinig aliens from the commonwealth of
Israc), aund strangers from the covenants, having
no hope, and without God in the world : but now,
i Christ Jesus, ye, who sometimes wero fur off,
are made nigh by the blood of Christ. For heis
our peace, who hath wmade both ene, and-hath
broken down the middle wall of partition be-
tween us; having abolished in hisflesh the enmity,
vventhe law of comnmandments contained in or-
dinances; for tomake in himself of twain one new
onan, so making peace; and that he might recon-
cilo both unto God in one body by the cross, hav

ing slin® the cnmity thereby; and camo and
preachied pesce to you which were ofar off, and
to them which were nigh.  For through himwe
Yath have nceess by one spirit unto the Father.
Row therefore ye are no more strongers and foreign.
ers, but fellow citizens with the sainls, and of the
housthotd of God." ¢ For this cause, I Paul, tho
prisover of Jesus Christ for you Gentiles il ye
heard of the dispensation of the grace of God
whichis given me to yousward: how that by
revelation he made known unto me the mystery ;
as | wrote afore in fow words, whereby, wlien ye
rad, yomay understand my koowledge ofthe
mystery of Christ, whichio otber ages swasnot
wade known unto the sons of men, as it 1s now
revealed unto his holy apostles and prophets by
the spirit s that the Genliles should be fellow heirs,
and of the same body, and parlakes: of his promise
in Chrst by the Qaipels whereof [was mado a
wizister, according 1o tho gift of the grace of God
givento mo by the eflectual worikeg of his powrer,
Unto me, who am less than the least of all paints'
is this grace given, that I should prench among the
Gextivs the unsearchable riches of Christ.’ In

the 11:h chapter of Rom , Paul teils the Geatiles,

that through the fall of tho Jews, salvation camo

to the Gentiles, that the diminishing of the Jewa

was the richen of the Geatiles, that the Jews wera

the encmices of the Gospel for the sake of the

Gentiles, and that throngh tho unbelief of the

Jowa sal¥ation had come to the Gentsles. Fenco,

he says to them, ‘Behold, therefore, the goodness

and severity of God: un them which fell, severity:

but toward thee, goodness, if thou continue in

goodness ; otherwiso thou also shislt be cut off.

Aud they aleo, il they abido not sl in nnbelief,

shall be graffed 1n ¢ for God is able to grafi“them

in agein,’

Tho persons, then, who were to go-away inta
everlasting  puaishment, were the unbelieving
Jews, and the falso profossors of Christ’s religion.
Theso are represented under tha figuro of goats,
¢, T, tares, and bad fishes. They zrealsocalled
foo \ish sirgins, evil servants, and wicked and

1ife eterual, were the Guuttl < avd thy G G -8
ciples of Christ. They ate repreaciied w §
the figure of eheep, wheot, and goud fisie s,
are also colled wise virgine, and fatiiog 8
vaats. But it may be nshed, what everi §
povishment was to be cxperienced by e :;
clars 7* W answer, they were Lo go e o 28
lasting fire, thatis expericace those yulgmen B
God, which we have shown aro represrine, 8
der tho fizwre of fire. ‘Thpy wers 1o have vy
portion with hypocrites, experinuced woe; J8
and gaashiing ol teeth; bo shutwut of the warr 38
fenst, have their talents taken from theas, 28
placed on the left inud of God, bo cast 1o o8
darkuess be overwhelined in the approaching §
struction, cxperience trouble and tribulauge
such as had never boen befure. toe ever shiouldN
again  They were to bo exiled from their hon
Lanished from their country, carried captive
mongall nations,becoma n by-word and un hissig
and experionce an everlasting reprouch, ungs
perpetnal shame. The tremendons and angg
Judgment which is represented by theso figurdy
the Jews experiencad, and have been experieigy
ing fora period of one thousand eight hund gl
yeara  How nmch lunger it is to contivue, GIR
only knows; but according to tho Script
usage and meaning of the word overlasting, it Ll
continued now sufficiently long to justify the 38
‘plication of 1hat term to the punishment whs
they have eudured. They havo suffered (@
punishment now longer than they possessod 1
land of Cunaan, longer than the Lovitical prdd
hood endured, und longer than the everlast:y
covenant continued. But their punishmentis: R
to be absolutely endless in duration, is evid:R -
from the fact, that Paul teaches the eventual |8
vation of the entire Jewish race. Rom. xi ¢ .:_'
32, *For 1would not, brethyen, that yo shoiffl
be ignarant of this mystery, (lest ye should |
wiso in your own conceite,; that blinduess in p
[nottotal blindness] is happeued to Isracl, us
(here isa linitation of it] the fulness of thy, G
tiles be come iu.  Andsoall Irrael shall sesavey
a3 is written, there shall como out .of Sion -
Deliverer, ond shall turn away angodliness frdg
Jacob : for this is my covenaut unro them, whig
I shall take away their sins. Ar, concerning iy
Gospel, they aro onemices for yoye sakes ; buil§
touching the election, they are beloged for the @
thors’ sakes. For tho gifts und cailing of God 4
without repentance.  For as yein times, past b8
not believed God, yet havo now obtained merd
through their unbelief; eveu so have thesena
now not beiioved, that through yoar mercy ]
also may oblain mercy. For God hath conclucl
them all in unbelief, that ke might have merey uph
all?  Agnin, That this punishmient is not stricg
andless in duration, is further evident from
fact, that the word kolasis, rendered punishme}
in this text, signifies correction for the beneGis §
the offepder. Donnogandefines it thus: *Kolo:
tho act of clipping o pruning—generally, rest
tion, restraint, reproof, check chastisewent.’ S§8
Donnegan's ‘Greek and English Lexicon,’ pagl
5767, In this, Parkhuist, Dr. Belsham, Sinpsofg
and the Editors of tho ¢ Improved Version,' agrel
This corresponds with the nature of punishme
asit is represented in the Bible. Sce iieb. xii, €
11. :

it it 1s asked, ¢what cternal life was o be cf§

c..Jancrn:a-«-«:-_naamﬂBn“—““""’

perienced by the righteous 7 We answer, ki o
wero to experionce salvation from the impendihtR =
ruin; to be gathered among the elect from UR p
four winds, from one end of beaven to the othel] «
to be made rulers over all the master’s goods; iR 9.
goin with the bridegroom to the marriago; iff ©
enter into the joy of their Lord ; to bo placed <+
the right hand of God, and to iuherit tho kingdoe: R 1
propared for them from the foundation of By a
world. The word eternal, hare applicd to it 1e
life enjoyed by the believer under the Gospel diE S
pensation, ig vsed oot to signify or express i@
duration of that Jile, but the nature, tho quality,c§ =
whokind of it.  This lifo is called elernal for & «
r 1. To distinguish it from thelifocnjo . L
ed by those living onder the Law or Logal du st
pensation.  Thatis never called clernaloreve®  ar
lasting hfe. The phrasa * eserlasting life,’ dxd be
not accar but once in the Old Testameat: and:§ ch
then used with reference to tho lifs imparted t§ !
tho Gospel. . Because those who aro wn prg 1l
session of this life enjoy it contiunaliy, unceasicf  as
iy, uninterruptedly, and porpciually. Oncdefic ea
tion of tho word biere rendered oternalyis perpetuc.§ - 1t
3. Becauso 1t isa life to be enjoyed in the *eve @ ¥

lesting kingdom of onr Lord Jesus Chrird

sloth, 01 servauts. Those who ware 10 go into

Chirist's kingdom is called everlasting, yet itist§




