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power. South America was tabooed oy the Church of Rome. The . -
difficulties experienced by African travelers were enough to deter the
most adventurous, and Asis, Minor wasinaceessible, while Mohammed-
anism stood in its pride and independence.

These countries from which the missionary was thus excluded
were peopled by the highest and most advanced races outside the pale
of the Christian Church. Almost the only peoples accessible to the
missionary were the inferior and debased races, inhabiting the soft
and enervating islands of the South Seas. or the freezing latitudes of
the Polar regions; races living under conditions inimical to a high
development, and, in most instances, races which were dying out under
tae double pressure of native vices and the evils attendant on modern
civilization. Along with these, missionaries had access to certain
tribes of Africa, on their native soil, or transplanted to America and
the West India Islands, under the degrading influence of slavery.

These were not the races whom the wisdom of man would have
selected, and but for the overruling providence of God shutting up
the new energies of the awakened Church to the degenerate and. ap-
parently hopeless specimens of the human family, they would prob-
ably have been thought beneath or beyond the reach of the Gospel
remedy. That such beings have not only been delivered from idola-
try by the simple precaching of the Gospel, but made to shine with the
beauty of holiness, giving all the evideuces of a nature regenerated
by the spirit of God, and abounding in the fruits of righteousness; the
strongest proof of the Divine origin and power of Christianity on the
one hand, and the cicarest demonstration of the disinterested character
and aim of Protestant missions on the other. There was nothing to
be gained by the churches from conquests over such as these, save the
blessing of the Lord on those who obey His commands, and thus en joy
His favor.

But now the whole world is open to missionary enterprise; we
can not even name the countries which have been thrown open. It
would occupy too much of your space. Thereis only one isolated litile
nook from which missionaries are absolutely shut out—the one excep-
tion which confirms the rule, and, if we mistake not, even that one
exception is likely soon to cease tobe one. By herinsults to Britain’s
power and attacks on British interests, Thibet is preparing the way
for the overthrow of her clerical exclusiveness.

There is one feature of the great change which has come over the
world during this last century, for which the Church is not sufliciently
grateful; of which, in fact, 1o onc scems to take note, viz.: that
among the nations of the earth there s not one Iingdom ruled
over by an independent idolatrous Ruler. The small States in
India, under Hindu Rulers, are no exception. They are all under
British dominion or influence. Even Assam, Tonquin, Corea, and



