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they refused to submit to the Cathiolic hierarchy. They ivrote to thle
king, asking permission to change their religion, but their respectfui
petition remained nnnoticed. At Iast they urgred the Protestants ji
Paris to corne. iRoussel set out at once to visit thcm. Hie iniformed
them of the demands of evangelical religion on fieir faith. aiid iie
They expressed at once their desire to accept Protestantism, wvti~ its
privileges and responisibilities. On the following Sunday Roussul col,.
ducted divine worship in their chapel, but in less than a f ortuiiglit il,
found fif ty soldiers in front of the chapel ivho prevented him euitering;.
and who not only locked and sealed the door, but gave himi oily tta
minutes to leave the town. He was sumrnoned to the court of Mantes
together wvith iline rncmbcrs of Ilis congregation. In spite of thte
article of the C onstitution wvhich granted 11f reedom of -%vorsiip - te ah,
tbey wvei-,- finied sixteeii francs, were forbidden ýo reassenlblu, and,
liad to pay ail costs. Roussel appealed to a Iig yler court. Tlie court
session wvas at Versailles. Barrot, the most cloquient lawyer ()f thuL
tixue, ploaded with force thc cause of religions liberty ; llous8el did
botter, because, as soon as lie liad faced the legal aspect of thu casezt, buý
took the great apostolie stand that lias griven to Clxristianity its granld.
est confessors. "Whether you absolve me or not, I shall ruturit to
Sennevifle. If you condemn me again axld send nme to prison, leavinig
the. prison, I shalh returu to Sennevihle. This I should do bUcauise My
duty is there, and because as a Christian and a miniister of the gospel,
it is better that; I sliould obey God ratixer than mon."' The court
condemnied him to pay the amount of the first fine and theco CofQ
sappea1. Ilndaunted by this, Roussel brouglit the case belore the
:Supreme Court, whcere it met tjie sanie fate. Lt was nlot the spirit oi
lucere oppositioni that led him to continue thc struggle, but the feelingY
that it wvas the cause of Frcnch religious liberty that vaus at stakie, and
thle highiest iuverest of ininiortal souls. Sexînoeville suffered, but did
not yield. Missionaries and pastors paid f requenit N isits to the, peopile,
and ]ater on their dhurcI. ias re-opened.

Not far' from the City of Limoges is the town of Villefitard. Freed
from tIc Ronman Catholie chxurch since the Fireli evolutioni, uts
people liad called anîong 44hem a Gallican priest. In 1843 tilis priest
received, from, a friendly band a book of controvorsy by thec elebrated
Protestant minister, Drcliucourt. 11e read it, cliangcd Ilis conlvictions,
and told his people that; bc was a Protestant. "WVe wvill bc
Protestants alo"said ail but four of them. They forthwithi wrotc to
thc Bible Society to send tlîem a colporteur. One was sent, aud lie
met ivithi sucli encouragement that lie wvrotc to Paris for a 1pastor.
Rtoussel offercd to go, and on fixe next Snnday lie was iii Villefavird,
surrounded by an audience of more than 400 hecarcrs-necarly the iwhole
population of the village. Here again lie ivas pursued, by thc goyern-
lenit, althougli hoe liad carefully submittcd to ail tIc. fornialities offthc
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