
MONTHLY CONCERT 0F MISSIONS.

that the like have neyer before been
seen.

But Japan, large as it is, is very
small in comparison with otiier
heathen and pagan land!,. Japan
could be contained in India 10 times,
and even India could be contained
ncarly three tinies in China; or, to
b3c more accurate, you. mighit carve
out of China two empires likie India,
and have Ieft enough to, make seven,
more like Japan, or three hundred
and thirty likce Connecticut. And yet
out of .. flrica you might construet
China and two Indias besides!1

Next wc are imnpressed vithl the
«vastness of tlue vacancies -%vhere as
yet no gospel liglit lias shone. Great
districts that are theniselves emipires
have never yct been approaclhed by
the heralds of the Cross. Whien
Samuel Hebieli rcachied Calicut in
1834, the ivliole coast froni Boinbay
to Cochin was as yet unoccupied,
and looking inland, Bangalore, Bel-
lary, B3elgaum were the nearcst sta-
tions, each betwea one and two
hundred miles distant. WMien Rob-
ert Moflat landed in Africa, in 1817,
the greater part of tlîat Continent's
interior liad never been troddenl by a
-white man's foot. And even a-slateiy
as Stanley's passage across the con-
tinent, ten, yeaîs ago, this suimmer,
he carne out at Banana, at the Con-
go's mouth, hiaving, since lie left
Zanzibar, seven thousand miles dis-
tant, seen no mi wlio liad ever
heard the gospel!1 About the sanie
tinie two issionaries of the Chiinýa
Inland mission wvent froin Balimo
in Upper ]3uriuah to Clîun-King, iii
China, one thousand miles, without
findin- one gospel station.

A third thing thiat iinpresses us is
the wonder-,%vorkzing- of God in con-
niection with the history of modern
missions. The days of supernatural
signs in the churel werc the days
dluring wvlich thec durch 'vas one
great evan-elistie body. WMien
evangelisnî began to decline,the dark
ages camne rapidly on; and only sinco
-evangelical faith wvas revived and the

dhurch reformed, and so prepared:
again to talle up the work of world-
-%vide missions, have the days of
manifest supemnatural influence re-
turned. We do not hiesitate to say
that the history of modern missions
is a Iiistory of modern miracles-
manifest workings of divine power,
as convineing in their way and as
peculiar]y adapted to the present
age as any miracles wvroughit in the
days of thc apostles. Sin-le men,
like Riobert Moffat in Africa, Robert
Morrison in China, Johin Williams in
the Southî Seas, Wm. Jolinson in
Sierra, Leone, Zuisberger and Duncan
among the Indians, have been per-
ixuitted to sec results tlîat as plainly
show the liand, of God as whien thc
paralytie took up bis bed and walkcd,
or Lazarus camne forth in grave-
clothes.

A fourtlî impression is madc upon
us by thc long study of missions, viz.,
that if a mari or woman wvants to
maire tic capital of lifc yicld the
largest interest, here is an invest-
nient wvorthy the full engrossaient
of ail tiec ms and powers of mari-
hood and womanhood. To some, a
life given to Christ in the great field
of foreiga missions nîcans a life
buried, w'asted, throwa away. And
it is so, if tic standards of tic world
as to, money-mmkling, se]fisli indul-
gyence, aspiring( ambition and wvorldly
emiolument, are to be taken as tic
mneasure of success or failure. But
if a Iii-gher point of view is once got
and licld fromn which to survey life,
it is not so.

]?ollow Iloffat in bis flf ty years of
consecratcd toil, the apostle of
Africa. Not on]y did lie lead the
way as an e'xplorer, even for the
lieroic Livingstone, but lie trans-
latcd tic Bible into tie Bechiumna
tongue, dialects of whiclî, varying
but little, are spokzen over almîîost
thc whole of tie Darkz Continent
south. of tic equator!1 Wc have nio
proof that to, aay person it was ever
given to render into Sa-xon tieNwliole
of the Soriptures. Bede wus engu-ged
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