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Mpr. Parkin's Lecture.
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Tho address of Mr. G. R. Parkin of Imperial
Federation fame in the Winnipeg board of trade
rooms on Monday ovening, November 2lst.,
was attended by the leading citizens of Winni-
peg.  The speaker trcuted tho subjest with
much clearncss and force, and his remarks
made o marked impression on the audience.
In introducing his subject he said some very
pico things about Western Canada; based on
the information which he had githered during
his trip through the country and at othe
timee. Following is an outlinz of his address:

It has given me great pleasure to nccept the
kind iavitation of your board to address its
mombers to-night.  After speaking on this aub.
ject, Imperal Federation, before chambets of
commerce and public bodies of many xinds in
Great Britain, in the Australian Colonies, and
in many parts of Cavada, I can say with perfect
sincerity, that I feel a peculiar interest in being
able to address the Winnipeg Boatd of Trade.
There arc many rcasons for this special interest
on my part. If ever anything was clear, it is
that the Northwest of Casada is likely to play
a large part in national affaire.  For the last
fow weeks I havo been trying my Lest to get a
clear idea of the present development of the
Northwest, and to form n fair judgment about
the possibilitics of its future. I have tried to
weigh the advantages and disadvaotages con-
nected with scttlement in this country, and to
form an opinion about its capacity for food pro-
duction, and in other respects,  All that IThave
scen convinces me that though the progress
which has been made ia the last ten years has
not been go rapid as some enthusiasts hoped for,
when the gates of the Northwest were opened
to us, it has yet been very great, and the future
before the country is immense. ‘These vast
prairies have already proved their capacity to

roduce a Jarge surplus of wheat, and we all

now that ouly the merest rim of their enorm-
ous arcas has yet been touched. I have
seen cverywhere, whero new and prosperous
towns are springing up along every fresh lige
of railway—that even in a year not remarkable
for the abundance of the crop, cvery elevstor
in these towns, and most towas have several,
is crammed with wheat—that the railways
have difficulty in carrying it away fast enovgh
—-that the great railway which connects you
with the cast is preparing 23 & coasequence of
this, to double its track to meet the increasing
needs of transportation. The mojority of the
people of every c'ass with whom I have met and
talked, and especially those who depend on their
daily toil for their living, speak ia a contznted
way of their prescat coadition and with hope of
the future, I haveobserveda new streamofimmi-
gration beginning to set in towards your unoc-
cupied lands from an unexpected quarter, com-
posed of settlers of a most desirable kind because
many are Canadians now repatriating them-
selves and because all bring with them the jm-
portant, qualificaticn of skill in the arts of
pioncering in a new country. Their work will
mako it casier for those who are beginning to
come in increasing numbers from the old world.
Patting together all that I have seen with my
own cyes or learned on reliable authority, Iam
satisficd that the next few years will sce an
amazing chapge in the po%ulation and produc-
tion of the Northwest. We waut this to take
place.  For the consolidation of the Dominion,
with its wonderful maritime position on the
Atlantic, where the continent stretches out
furtherest to Burope, and its cqually wonderfnl
maritime position on the Pacific, whero tho
continent stretches out furtherest towards Aaia,
we require that the great central arcas should
bo filled up with an iodustrial population.
Once more, the geographical pusitionwhich this
Northwest country with its vast agricultural
arcas holds is wonderfully impressive. At the

head of the most yemarkable syatem of inland
vavigation in the world, with iakes, rivers and
canals stretching moro than 2,500 miles to the
sca, the trend of those waterways scems to
suggest that the natural function of this land
is to fecd the millions of the old country, Itis
because of this increasing weight and sigaifi-
cance of the Northwest in the affairs of the
Dominion and of tho Empire, and bevauss [can
see that Manitoba is
TIE GATBWAY TO THE NORTHWRST

tho keystone province of the Dominion, and
that Winnipey is the chicf centre of public
opirion in this new country that I feel so decp
an interest in discussing whar I believe to be a
fuudamental national question before you, a
question which involves issuee which must be
faced before long by British people overywhere.
Let me draw from the instance of your own
frowtb an illustration of what we mncan by
mperial federation and what we aim at in
workiog for it. As your country increases in
population you expect to exerciso in the fullest
way the privileges of self-government.  Mani.
toba insiats that it shall control local affairs by
a council which will grow into a local legis-

lature. But you do not think merely of local
affairs. You demand and the Territories de-
mand

PROPORTIONATE REPRESENTATION,

in the parliament of the Dominion. Why ¥
Because that parliament in a large sphere deals
with matters which immedlately concera your
interests. You would not havo sclf govern-
ment if you controlicd only your local affairs.
You can only have it when you have a share in
al the higher functions of legislation. This
brings us at once to the great anowmaly of the
nationul position of the British people, an ano-
mzly 8o great that it is only a question of time
when, if not remedied, it wiil lead to the break
vp of the empire. Canada to-day, witha papu-
lation of 5,000,000, twice as many as the
United Stutes had when they became indepen-
dent, more than many Kuropean states now
have—a population aceustomed to pelitical free-
dom, has no direct representatina in the parla-
ment or cabianct of the nation to which it be-
longs. Four millions of Australians are in the
same position, Twelve or thirtecn million of
British speaking people outside of tho United
Kingdom are in the same anomalous political
relation. But the presens is not the strongest
consideration.  Wathin o gencratioa on the
ordinary lines of growth, British people abroad
will equol or outnumber thosc at home. It is
absolutely impossible to believe that a political
system which does not 1ecognize this amazing
fact is one which we can expect to be permanent.
1 can illustrate what I mean by an illustration
taken from the neighboriog republic.  One
hundred years ago that great community broke
off from the empire. Let us suppose for a
moment that the United States had remained
in the same friendly relation to Great Britain
that Cavada, Australia and other seli-gover-
ning colonics do at the present day, and had
increased until they had a population of 70,000,-
000 of people, is it possible to believe that 70,-
000,000 of the people would have allowed their
great international affairs to be controlled by
40,000,000 at home without asserting their right
to a rapresentative voice ?  We koow that it
could not be.  On the other hand, no one will
believe, to use the same illustration, thet the
40,000,000 of peuple of Great Britaia would
have been willing to p2y the whole <onsular,
diplomatic, naval and military expcase of the
70,000,000 in America, when the latter were a
people who had sometimes $100,000,000 or
§200,000,000 surplus revenue which they
scarcely kuew how to get rid of. The
British Empire is face to face with a like
problem now. Even to.day the revenues of
tho great colonics combined are greater than
the revenues of the mother land ; and yot it is
the mother land which bears in an extraordi.
nary propostion the weight of the national
expense.  For naval defence, Britain” pays tho
whole of the $75,000,000 invested in naval
armament. Of the $§14,000,000 voted every

year for naval defonco, England pays 193 53d
on the Fouud; India about 53d; Australia, at
a small fraction of & 3d; Canada’s share can
scarcely bo represented by aoy fraction of a
farthiag., Vet the navy so maiutained defends
$160,000,009 of tho colonial commerce, quito
as much asit defeuds the 8760,000,000 of :om-
merco of the United Kisgdom. From cither
point of viow then a change in the political sys-
tem must come. Fedorationists maiatain that
thero is an argument practically unanswerablo
which goes to show that, whether looked at
from the British point of view or the colonial
point of view, it is
ENORMOUSLY FOR THE ADVANTAGE

of every part of the empire that we should hold
together, This argument is not based merely
on sentiment. I do not intend to talk senti.
ment to night, yet it must not be forgotten that
seatiment to-day, as in the past, plays an
enormous part in the history of nations. Itis
sentiment about Alsace and Lorraine which
to.day keeps the two greatest nations of Europo
ready to strike at each other's throats. Ger.
man sentiment went far to consolidate the Ger.
man empire. Volish sentiment has kept the
Russian empire on a strain of anxiety for the
last fifty years. The American nation has beea
built up on nationalsentiment. But, in speak.
ing to a board of trade one wishes to confine
himself to facts, 1o discassing the question at
various corners of the empire, I have found
what scemed to me the strongest argnments to
muintain this position. To make a broad dis-
tinction, Britain has made herself the manufac.
turiog centr  of the world. Her peopleabroad
in the great colonies have become the great
producers of food and raw material, wheat in
Canada, wool in Australin, and other pro-
ducts of wany kinds in different launds. Be-
tween the mother Jand and the colonies as a
consequence there is a vast flow of commercial
intercourse.
THE SAFETY OF THE SBAS

is thercfore to British people a question of
paramount importacce. Consider the conditions
ou which this depends. Within the last Hfty
yeers the whole qaestion of commercial inter-
course is entirely changed by the introduction
of steam. Tho carrying distance of a ship of
commerce and fighting distance of a ship of war
is limited by its coal endurance.  The $1,200,-
000,000 of British commerce is scattered over a
world 25,000,000, around. When the high-
cst authorities say that the striking distance of
a ship of war is 2,000 miles, tnis means that
unless the empi=e has coaling stations and
fortificd postsat s rt intervals it isimpossible
to adequately detend our commerce. Theso
the empire, as it is at preseot, now has. These
it can keep if we remain a united people; but, if
the colonies become separate, under the laws of
neutrality the British ship has vo right in time
of war to eoter these ports for repairs, refresh-
ment or coal supply. Take Canada as an
illustration. Her great coaling ¢tations on the
east coast gave the command of the North
Atlantic ; those on tho west coist, the North
Pacific. Should Canada join the United States,
or become an independent power, British ships
in time of war could not go into any Canadian
port for a ton of coal. You sce that this would
entirely change the coaditiona on which Britain
now keeps the pathways of the sea open, The
same argument applics to Australian ports, or
to Now Zealand ports; but the wonderful mono-
poly of coal deposits which the empire possesses
would give her, if remaioing unitcd, an aston-
ishing command of the sea. In Nova Scotia on
the Atlantic side and in Vancouver on tho
Pacific eide are great deposits of coal; thera are
others in Australia, Vew Zealand, Bornoo, India,
and South Africa. Along the great trade
rontes arc naval statious which supplement
this yosition. Rsmaining united, merely by
passive resistance, through this coumand of
coaling stations the British Empire could
paralize the navies of the world his is tho
groatest guaraotes of the world's peaco; it is
the last guaranteo of safoty for British com-
merco in times of war. nce more Britain



