278 The Solitary.

wings for the night by the side of its anxious deaths rather than have listened to (hy’
mate. I beheld her smiling to beguile my inza. My estate was sunk beyond itany
care and fondly watching every expression and now I was at the merey of the
of my countenance, a3 a mother wiatches had injured—of him I hated, Tcopy
over her sick chitd, and the hall’ conecaled doubt but that, now thatl wags inehusp,”
tear following the smile when her eftnts pro- lie would wring froin me his pound ot':'
ved unavailing —and my heart smote me that g (he last grain—and he has donejr"
she should weep for me, while her tears, her nyonster has dongit! But to procee]
smiles, and her tenderness, added to my an- nyy history.
guish, and I was unable to say in my heart,

My Catherine was now a mothy,

‘be comforted.’ 1t could uot be aflection
which made me desiroua of concealing our longer to conceal from her the wretchy

situation from her, but a weakness which that surrounded us, and was now ra
makes us unwilling to appear before cach overwhelm us, was imQOSSib'O: yetls
other as we really are. thp courage, the manliness to acqnag
For twelve months [ concealed, or thought Wil it or prepare her for the conipg
that I had concealed, the bankruptey which  But she had penetrated my soul—gs
overwhelmed me as a helmless veesel on a read vur condition 3 and, whileIsatt
tempestous sea. But the Piince landed in side buried in gloom, and my soufgr
Scotland, and the war began. I was em- inagony, she took my} hand in herk
ployed in preparing the way for him in Bog- said— -
land, and for a season wild hopes, that made
my head giddy, rendered me fI:)rg'oll'ul of'the ‘Come, dear Edward, conceal i
misery that had hung over and haunted me. rom me. 1f Icannot remove joure
But the brilliant and desperate game was let me share them. Ihav"ebomcmur
s00n Over; our causc was lost—and with it fors you, T can bear more.
my hopes perished—remorse entered my ‘ What mean ye, Catherine? Jix
breast—and I trembled in the grasp of ruin. in @ tone of petulance.
Sir William Forrester effected his escape to <My dear husband,” replied she, 7
Frarce, but his estates were confiscated, and wonted affection, ‘think not 1 amit
ny Catharine was robbed of the inheritance of' the sorrow lhalt preys upon you:&
that would have descended to ler. With But brood not on poverty as an afle
igislcam?hanoflh(;r 1’1an’g, more bitter than y,y way regain affiuence, or youm
e loss of her father’s fortune, fur, he, : . R
a fugitive ina strange land, m;d UI;COESC?:;‘; xt\c‘z‘lr{’nfxtl}q: a[gd 'u.) {101‘ dlgm,hh.ﬁ{
of my eonditign, had a right to expeet assist- 2;': anl:l In:vlillaxv;lcc;n)xzur;enu;.y e“:
Very heneis oo, ud e it iy ! degradaton o of auffering? I
me=-and 1 thought I heard my Catherine (‘i;f;rt‘;lﬁgf t ;,X”:,:IIT\IIZ ‘1?3 K
soliciting me to extend the means of life to is true nol;il)it thoueh tl‘xcir’ OM:
{:ert father, wl;lich lIf w:}s no longer able to power of wood.y ’ Believe not thatp
estow upon self ¢ , Wi i : <
our cause,pmy scel:efnes o?rb(::;l\lv}ll:_:, 2:3 g{ the foe_of aﬁec}xon. Tl]xe ?l&f‘rt
allaying the clamour of creditors perished. oft-repeated, but idle falschood o "
never loved. 1 have seen mi

Bu it issaid that evils come not singly, joined with content, within the cf,
nor did they so with me; they came asa humble cotters, rendering their s
legion, each more cruel than that which coarse morsel sweeter than t
preceded it. Within three weeks aller the dainties of the rich ; and affection
confiscation of the estates of Sir William and esteem rose, from the knowt
Forrester, the individual who held the mort- they endured privation together, -
gage upon mine dicd, and his property cachother. No, Edward, sheadd
passed into the hands—of whom ?—Heaven her face upon my shoulder, ‘ thinkt
aqd earth! Lewjs, 1 can hardly write it— fering. \Weare young, the worl
s property, including the mortzazcon my and Heaven is bountiful. Leave’
eslate, passed into the hands ol—Sir Peter those who envy them, and aftrte:
Blakely! I could have dicd a thousand der the morsel of our industry dc



