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this cage it has been moral not physical power. Thougl
something may have been accomplished by individual
efforts previous to the general formation of societies
—though here and there were found those who
racticed and inculcated temperance, no great impros-
sion was made upon the public mind. 'T'rue, some may
have been induced to abstnin from the use of intoxicat-
ing drinks, ¥.. was there no apparent diminution of those
drinks in society ; the effect of this conduct on the part
of some of its scattered members was not felt by the
moss of community. When, however, a comvination
of these individual forces was brought about, important
results followed. The principle for which they had
contended singly, now preseated itself to others ina
different aspect ; it carried with it weightand power, and
was more sensibly regarded; thus proving that the ex-
ertions and exsmples even of a few, when associated, are
more available in the furtherance of an object than
many acting disjointly. Before, they lacked sympathy
and encouragement-—now, they experience both; be-
fore, they felt themselves alone—now, they know that
others are ready to countenance and assist ; hence they
become bold, and labor with a grenter stimulus. Thus
hes it been in relotion to this cause. The uniting ofits
friends into associations has been for its good ; it has
given it a name and a position which it could not have
attained in any other way.

Still further. To dispense with a custom so general
a3 was formerly, the use of ardent spirits—to go contrary
1o this essential part of good muaners, required an effort
of which those who have grown up under this tem-
perance digpensation can have only an imperfect con-
ception. To be regarded as mean, to be spoken of
disrespectfully, to have one’s motives impng- 24, would
be the consequence, and who could abide it {—Though
convinced of the injurious tendency of the custom—or,
stany rate, of its uselulness—few would be willing to
brave public opinion by renouncing it entirely. But
when eome dared to act out their convictions, resolving
to be free from the thraldom of cus.om, and the more
effectually to operate against it, formed associations of
those friendly to such an ebject, then the vacillating and
timid, seeing they would not be alone in singularity,
united themselves with the movement, thereby not only
receiving strengih themsplves, but imparting power to
the cruge.

The moral power of these associations stopped not
here. Inquiry was aroused, a desire created to know
what these things meant, what these new notions were.
—Hence, when mestings were called, many attended
from mere curiosity, some of whom, from the words
spoken, were convinced of their duty, and earolled
themselves in the ranks. The news of these combina-
tions being disseminated, it lead to similar movements
eliewhere. In places at a considerable remove from the
first effort, there were those who, on hearing of the
nme, said-—we, too, will unite—we will have a society
~and thus strive to do something for the benefit of our
fellow-men. Thess things sould net fail of attracting
the observation of the traffickera in strong drink, some of
whom were induced to reflection on the subject, and
feeling the evil they were producing, rencunced their
business, and gave themselves to the cause, preferring
poveety to unjust gold—hard iabor, with an approving

Thus, by closing the avenues to intemperance the cause
was advauceu. .

Numbers always imprees the mind. When the
people assemble in large bodies, in conventions, the in-
fluence of their numbars is always felt, and some who
are ever desirous of being with the majority, persuaded
by the force of the numbers alone, eusily fall in with
what appears to them to be the popular current. As
has been said by a distinguished scholar, « Most men
either cannot, or will not, reason at all. There are
hundreds of thousands of well-meaning persons whose
minds are su constructed that they are argument proof.
The soundest and the clearest arguments have no more
effect upon them than light upon the blind eye, or music
upon the deaf ear. But though they are proof against
argnment, they cannot stand the moral force of a majority
againgt their opinions ; nay, even a local majority in the
place yhere they are at the time, will sometimes con-
verl them.” Doubtless it has been thys in the tem-
perance movement, and many may have become its
friends solely from the reason that it appeared to them
to, ba making progress, becoming popular ; seeing thei
friends and neighbors connecting themselves with it,
they followed also. As they have looked in upon the
association, and noticed the members composing it, an
influence has been produced sufficiently powerful to
to cause them to follow in the same course.

A brief observation as to the influence of Temperance
Associations on public sentiment, must suffice. The
importance of & sound public semtiment upon the tem-
perance question, in order to its complete triumph, can-
not be doubted. From the first, the friends of the
movement have had to combat public opinion, and great
and important changes have been brought about. 1In
effecting ravolution in the sentiment of the
people, not only as to the use, butin many places
the traffic in intoxicating drinks, the part enacted by
the associations has not been insignificant, In fact, it
may be said with truth, that to them we are vasily in-
debted for the present healthy sentiment on the subject.
If, then, we would keep firmly the position to which
we have attained, we must not forget how great has
heen the service rendered by combination in the ad-
vancement of the eause. The sentiment of the people
must not be disregarded, lest we lose the ground we have
gained. With the friends united, with societies in every
city, town, and hamlet, the friends all actuated by the
same great purpose, of inflexible hostility to all that in-
toxicates, with a steady perseverence, a zsal which
knosws no flagging, and all is sure; the cause must and
will prevail. J. M. L.

this

Prohibition—Pro and Con.

While in our office this morning, an old acquaint-
ance of ours, from a different part of the State, casual-
ly atepped in, and, after the natural inquiries reapect.
ing the leading events of the last twelve or eighteen
years, he inquired of us what wo were now * driving
at.” Wae replied, that we were, as usual, still pre-
scribing for the bodies of our fellow men ; and, in ad-
dition to that, were doing something in conjunction
with our co-laborer (who was sitting by,) in the great
business of doctoring the social sysfem~-that is, we ex-
plained, wo are editing a Temperance Paper. At the
mention of this, he drew back, as though he had seen
soma reptils which was hoth dangerous and disgusting,

cozsoience, to eass and luxury with & disquisted mind,



