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than the Montreal Society. On the 15th of June 1835, the first
Total Abstincnco Socioty in Canada was formed in St. Cathe.
rincs, Gore Distriet, upwards of 40 names being adhibited to the
pledge. 1In 1836, a Convention was hold at ‘Toronto, and wasat.
tended bv de'cgates fromn 13 Socictier.

In 1837 and '38, the cause of Temperance expenicnced a fear.
ful retrogrossion, in consequonce of tho civil commautions of the
period; but in the Spring of 1839, the reports of the cxtraordinary
success of Father Mathew in Ircland, infused fresh courage. ‘The
Rev. P. Phelan, ond the Rov. C, Chiniguy, began the work
amongst the Irish Catholies and French Canadians, and prose.
cuted it with singular zeal and succese.

Upon the unton of the Provinces in 1840, a Convention was
held, to which the Societice in both Upper und Lower Canuda were
invited to send delegates; 91 Societics responded to tho cull,
which repoited 13,618 members,

In 1841, the size of the Cunada Temperance Advocate was
duubled, and in 1842 the Committee resolved to make it a semi.
monthly, instead of a month'y publication.  In this and subse-
quent yoars, tho Committce cmployed traveling Agente to go
throughout the Province, and hold meetings, and form Societies
at every practicable point. The chief of these was Mr. R.D, Wads.
worth, to whose untiring zcal tho cause of Temperance is much
indebted in Canada. .

In theso years, the csuse n.ade rapid progiess among tae
French Canadians, chiefly through the ablo sdvocacy of Rev.
C. Chiniquy, who may be justly styled the Father Mathew of
Cauade.

In 1844, there were 500 Socictics in tho Province.  The same
year an addrocs was presonted by the Committeo of the HMon.
trea) Society, to his Excellency Loré Metealfe, the Governor Geo-
noeral ; horeceived it very graciously, and gave hia testimony o
the benoficial effects of the Temperance Reformation, from what
ho had himeolf witnessed 19 Judis.  To which it moy be added,
that the present Guvernor, Lord Elgin, uddregsed a Javenile
Temperance celebration in Honteal, in 1547, snd also cordinlly
spproved of the Socioty.

The Order of Rechabites was intreduced into Canads by Mr
James Brown, in May, 1844, by the furmation of the Spring op
CnQnada Tont; and now, including the Green Muun'zin Tribe of
Rechabiten, which were introduced shastly #fter inta the Bastern
Townships, numbor about 12 Tents, containing nearly 1000
members,

The first Divieion of the Order of the Suns of Temperance was
opencd in Montreal in May, 1846, by P. S. White, P. M. W, P.,
during his firet via.t 1o Canada; but was inactive for some timo,
‘The first Drvssion su Upper Canada was opened in Brockville, in
June, 1848, and from that time it began rapidly to increase, uniii it
now numbers more than 2,000 members, and 154 Divisions in
Upper and Lower Canada, ‘This Order has progressed with
smazing raprdity m the United Stalces, since its first organization
in 1842, From the last Journal of Proccedings of the National
Division, wo lcarn that there are now 35 Grand Divisions, 5,890
Subordinate Divisions, with a Mcembership of 245,000,

Wecannot pretend to g've anything like an accurate etate.
ment of the number ar extent of the ordimary Temperance socic-
ties in the Upper and Lower Proviaces, 23 we have no official
returng.  We have good reason to believe, however, that in every
town and village of auy consideral'e mze, Temperance sncietics
exist, cither under the old organization, that of the Order of
Rechab, or the Sons of Temperance.

The sctual number of Teetotullers in Lower Canalda cannot be

accurately agcertained ; but the following estimatc may bo gonsi®
dered pretty near the truth:—Of French and Irish Catholics,
220,000; Brush and American Protestante, from 30,000 to
40,000, The number of thuee who adopt the Tsetotal principlo
1 practico, but are not members of any Society, ie much greater,
The number in Uppor Canade, exclusive of Sans of Temperanca
and Rechabitea, may be eatimated st 35,000, or about one-fifth of
the entire population.

A New Volume.

We again present our most respectful salutations to the readors
of the Advocate, and cordially wish then the pleasures of true
tempem;uce, namely, health and happiness, from the baginning to
the close of 1851.

How many drunkards have becn swept away during tho past
year? How many murdcrs and other crimes have been eom.
mitted under the influence of intemperance?  kHow many fami.
lies have been plunged into woe and reduced to beggary ?

But the past year has been one of great success and encourage.
ment to our cause.  An act for the suppression of Intempe.
rance,”’ was passcd at the last Scssion of the Provincini Legisla-
ture, in which the * collective wisdom” of Cunada gave their vote,
at Ioast, in favor of the principles and plans of the Temporance
Reformation; and when any new cause is acknowledged in ths
popular branch of the Legulature, it is a decisive evidence that it
is beginning 10 be felt, and is, ut the samo timo, an oncourage.
ment te its {riends. N

Wo must notice, also, the rapid extension of tho Order of the
S.ne of ‘Pemporauce, amoungst the encouraging events of the past
year, by which the cause of Temperance hus been clevated to o
more coummanding positivn than before, and tho number of Tom.
perance canverts preatly increascd.

Nor must we forget to wmention tho visit of Juhn R Gough,
whuse cloquent advocecy has brought honor and succees to our
slandard, from Qucbec to Sandwich.

The state of our cause in tho parent country, end the state of
public opinion thero also, are highly encouraging.  Great and
triumphant meetings have latoly been held in many of the large
citios ; in Scotland, the subject of intemperance was diecusaed,
simultancously, in almost every pulpit in the land, on the last
Sghbath of I850; and arrangements arc already making for
holding mectings daring the Industrial Exhibition this year, in
London. Every thing spoasks of progress; on almost Lvery hand
we ste some symploms of & change in favor of our grinciples,

The first hait of the nineteenth century is now gone; Tempe.
raace Societies hiave been in existence only one quarter of it; and
if their progress during the last twenty-five years may ba taken as
a critericn for judging of the future, those who live to sco New
Year's day 1900, will find it celebrated with very little grog.

Holidays. 4

The Christmas and New Ycar's holidnys aro again at hand,
and we would again repeat our warming to all membors of Tem.
perance Socictics to ba an their guard against temptation.  ‘Thess
who have but lately joined the Society will be cxposed to very
great danger; their principles will be put to the test, and we aro
=dt without the apprehension, that some of them will fsll, recer
to be recavered again. 1Is it nutlamentable, that a custem, which
is censidered fashionable, and eminently sonducive to social en-
joyment, should be kept up st such an immense expense, a8 tho
annual sacrifice of muny souls ! And woman, too, will be the
most active in circling the temptation, and spreading the ruin and




