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The Favourite Child.
(Continued from p. 19 and Concluded.)

Pondering theso reflections in her mind, and still kecping the
objects of her intenso intorost in viow, the miscrable woman be.
held with surprise that they turned into tho narrow street which
Iod 1o her own dwelling. Thoy approached the dour, thoy ac-
tually entcred ; for in the distraction of her mnd she had loft it
open. But how could sho moct them? How could she Jook
them in the faco 7 unprepared as sho still was, now and fox sver,
o renounce her hesetting sin.  She followed tnem, hvwever, and
with silent steps asconded the narrow stairs, conceuling herself in

a rceces behind the door which opened inte hor own apartmont.

whero sho could hear cverything which transpired within ; and
great was the disu‘)pointment thoy ¢xpreseed, on finding the vccu.
pant of that humbla chamber still absent, .

¢ It iy mo thay are seeking, then,” said she ; and sho began to
tremble as if about to be arraygned at the bar of judgment.

I am confident,” said Gilbert Gray, * that X 'saw her amungst
the crowd; I could not bo mistaken in’ her features, though their
expression was now to me; I conld not be sistaken in her tears
and never did I, seo sucha look of humbled, heart-broken feeling,
as that which her comntenance wore?

It is all in vain,* said Maria, with a decp sigh, “my hopes
ara again defeated.” L e

« 1t is not—jt gannot be in vain,"—said her companion,*t whils

our mothor ie on this sido the grave; for 1s there not a gower
yoad and-akayo us, dirccting all thesa things 1n wisdom, and
in mercy ; gofténing the stubborn spinit, and gwding the perverse,
Wait then, Marh, with patience ; bpt whilo you wait, forget not

to yue the appomnted means. Even now, thore- e semeting mwe
to be doneglus night, befure wo sleep. I have spokes. with sach
humble powers as I pussess; Thave addressod theny vasparingly ;

apd I camie-here prepared w meet your mother, as ifeha had been
my mother too; £o appeal to her alone, to kneel at her feot, had it
been necessary; to imﬁlorc of her to put away this poison from
her lips, this evil from her heart; and now that she is net here,
and cannot bear me, now that she has returned most probably to
the haunts of vice, more hardened and more guilty, foathe neglect
of each repeated conviction—cven now, I will net despair; be-
causs I know that God has his own timo, for what his will desigas,
Even now I will not despair, 50 long asheaven isopen to the voice
of prayer.® .

Tho mother of Maria romained concexled until her two fricnds,

tho only friends she hadin the whole world, had offered up a prayer
in her behalf, in which she almost unconsciously had joined, in
silense and in sorrow.  Sho then watched them depart before en.
tering her own chamber ; and dreadful were the solitary hours of
tha lang night, i which she could neither slecp nor rest, and often
did her broken spirit quail undey the horrors which a diseased im-
agination conjurcd up around her.  All that Luman ingcnuity can
dewise of torment and annoyance, was there; all that pride can
endure of cbugrin and mortification; all thut rememberance can
recall of bitterness and gall ; all that anticipation can present of
difficalty and dismay ;—all these werc there, with a thirst, an
aching after sumething which a single act could, at any moment
supply—a sngle act, which the tempter within was cver-telling
her would be sech and known by no one, would add nothing ty
her accumulated load of guilt, and would banish in an instant all
the horrors which surrounded her.

And ars such beings not to be piticd 2 Not to be aided by every
means which Christian benevolence can suggest ? even if the
price of our cffort be to make ewme lttle eacnfice of onr own
social indulgence, cur own accustomed sumulus, that we may
say to them with unsullicd lips, “ I haow it is possible to abstain,
bocause I have made the trial»

Thero js one consolation, however, to the victim of intcmper.
ance, who cngages in this struggle, which ought nuver o bo lost

.

sight of. Itis, that every day, overy hour, which passos in a
stato of abstinence, is 5o much time gaincd upon tho ercmy ; and
tho mother of Maria found this cunsolationin her lonely loi. The
second night was loss wrotchod than the first; and so-on, until
nearly a week had elasped, when Y.er daughter came to visit her,
and Icarncd the good tidings, und wept for very joy upom her
mothoer’s bosom. ~ All wasthen peace between them. “Thero was
no suspicion, no reproach, no craving for the means of wnlawful
indulgence; but a blessed hope, and a sweot calm, in which both
partook, though, for tho present, it was with fear and tromblng.

With Isabol Ainsworth the caso was widely diffesonts  Shotog
had her scasons of better fecling, and of stronger hope; but to
peaco she was yet a stranger simply ; for this xoason, *hat sho had
novor inade up%xcr mind to renounce the cvil wholly, and for ever.
Thus, though her lifo was onc of general abstinence, thero wero
occasions when without appeuring culpable to othem, all her
sorrow, her shame, and her repentance, had to be renowed; when
tho ground she had gained against her soul's enomy, was moro
than lost; and when temptations to decoption, to falschood, and
to many other kinds of evil, again besct her path. .

It was while the purpose of her secret soul remained thus' un.
sottied, that sho was ona day alarmed by a morethan usually sud.
den and loud knock at the door; and, etarting from her seat to
look out of the window, she saw a carriage drawn closcly up to
the stops, while her oye caught tho figure of a physician with
whom she was well acquainted, who appeared to be arranging
with his servant, to convey somo heipless burden into the houee,

Never onco did it strike Mys. Ainsworth that any thing could
have Rappened to her husband; ho was so healthy, so vigorows, se
unchaaging in all his habits, #0 {oll of thoughts;Azid schemes, and:
calculations for this life only, that no one ever aouncoted the idea
of discasc or death with him. Yet, soit was; paralysis bad seizs -
ed his active frame, and, while still retaiving his mental facultics,
he was borne tohis chamber more helpless than a chijld, and
scarcely wearing a _rescmblance to the eagor money.making man
who had that morning Ieft his door.

To those who haveloved the world for its weelth, its dist/netion,
its pecuniary pre-eminence, how awful and appalling ato the first
surc symptoms of disease, when they know, and feel that the yery
foundation of all they have ever coveled, or struggled for, is pas.
sing away from beGeath them, as the shallow waves of tho re.
ceding tido fal} back from the vesscl stranded on the shoro.

Mr. Ainswazth was, of all men, in a situation to foel this. o
bad loved the world not for ite mtionial enjoyments, but for the
many victories it had afforded him the ncans of obtuining in the
great coyfiict, whero moncey is the prize, where gain is the crown
of §llory, and loss tho badge of disgrace. In the same proportion,
he had resisted the encroachments of old age, purely because he
knew, that as he lost ground, others would steal past him, and
make sure of the advantages, which his cxperience, added to his
naturel capacity, coabled him to grasp.  ‘What then were his re
flections, while his mind retained the power of thought, clsﬁgod
by a body now deprived of musculer powes, distorted, specchleas,
and inert ? .

Had the fcarful stroke, under whose powesful mastery he now
lay, extenwédits influence to other membere. of Mr. Alnsworth’s .
family, thoy could scarccly have buen more helpless, than when
this critical emergency demanded the full cxcreise of all their
faculties, of thought and action. Their expericnce had hitherto
been filled up with the mirute affuirs of human life, upon which,
howcver, they had expended so much contrivancc and activity,
that they had nothing Ieft for great occasions ; while the habit of
doing cvery thing with referenee to economy, as the onc pars.
mount principle of human conduct, left thém altogether adrift
upun a eea of ancertanity, when circumstances rendered it neces
sary for any higher principle to be recogniscd. )

Of all the houschold, Isabe] alone was able to sce and under-

stand the exacy, measure of impuctance proper to Lo attached, not



