GENBRAL ASSEMBLY OF THE UMTED SIATLS,

ding as the votes of eithicr party might
determine; and being thus formed into
one religious community, all might
agree in the wish, that their minister
and congregation should form a mem-
ber of the Presbytery, or the Congrega-
tional union, within whose bounds they
lay, for counsel and co-operation. With-
out this submergence of minor differen-
ces, a regular ministry could not have
been enjoyed in thinly settled districts;
and hence, it was so often practised by
the people, and approv:d of by the
Church judicatures, as the means of at-
taining an inestimable good. Buat, in
these very concessions and furbearan-
ces, have originated much of the heart-
burning and division in the American
Church. It is not now a purely Pres-
byterian body. Its judicatures comapre-
hend a very large number, who, itis
alleged, are desirous of subverting the
integrity of the .Presbyterian constitu-
tion. This party seems tobe strength-
encd by another, which is opposed, not
anly to its government, but to its doc-
trines. And by such a coalition, many
of the orthodox party reckon it not
improbable that they will ultimately ac-
complish their purpose, unless speedy
and cffective measures are adopted.—
Ilence, those who conscientiously ad-
here to the standards of the Church are
alarmed, and are uniting together in
their defence against the common dan-
ger. We, who hold these standards to
bea form of sound words, agreeable to
the oracles of God, canuot but breathe
the fervent prayer that truth and its
defenders may prevail.  We trust that
those who have been admitted into the
Church through Christian forbearance
and kindness, if they now find that they
cannot receive its doctrines, or submit
to its discipling, will peaceably retue
without acting the treacherous part of
destroying the walls of' Zion, within
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whose protection they huave been, in
Christian Charity, admitted. Would to
God, however, they would rather sub-
mit to the order and government of the
Church, than ecither retire or farther
disturb it. Division among Christiang
is every where to be deplored. It is
especially to be deplored, in one of the
largest Christian denominations in the
new world. Ina land where the tenden-
cy to disorganization and anarchy i3 so
strong both in Church and State; where
insubordinaticn to constituted authori-
ty, both spiritual and political, seeins to
be a developing feature of the demo-
cracy; where intidelity has so many ad-
vocates, and doctrinal error is so rife,
and fanaticism, in its wildest excesses, is
with so much difliculty restreined; men
who wish well to their country and
revere its God, should be ready to make
every sacrifice to counteract these evils.,
But truth must not be the sacrifice, nor
the order of” God’s house. Evenat the
hazard of division, truth and order must
be mamtained. But are not they loaded
with the guilt of schism, who entered
the Church under the express or impli-
ed stipulation of conformity to its stan-
dards, but now, finding they have ac-
quired sufficient strength, labour by
management and stratagem to subvert
them?

It was very forcibly impressed upon
our mmd, from the mixed character of
the Assembly, the immense territorv
from which 1t was collected, the unequal
collegiate advantages enjoyed by the
mmisters, and the very difterent circum.
stances of their congregations, that a
great error had been commntted in form-
ing one supreme judicature for the
whole Church. All the purposes of
union, would have been much more ef-
fectually attamed by a General Synod
in cach State,as the court of final juris-
diction, and by a very small General As~



