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giver. " -'To do good aiîd to comnin-
cato (give) forgot net, for with such Pacri-
fico (io<l je well plC!SCud." " Charge thora

that are ricin this world that they bc
rendy to distrihutu, willing to commiuni-
cate -,laying up iii store for tiiemselves
a gootl foundation against thu tixne to

coinu, that they maey lay hold on etcrnal
life" (Id Tiîuî., 6 17). ''1 Bring ye al

tho tithes into the store housc, that thero
xnay bc inuat in îny house, ami provo me

now huerewvith gaith the Lord of hosts, if

I will loct Open the Windows of Heaven,

andîî pour you ont a bleseing that there
shall net bo rooîn onough to receive iL"

(Mai. 3 : 10, 11).

Thiesu words were net spoken without
a purpose. Thuy are full of meaniug.
They have a significance which should. be

fuliy appreciated by the Christians of our
day. The experience cf God's people
bears aiiple testiiîneny te thei -truthful-
ness. It je net tee muchi te affirman that
the inen who give the most liberally and

systexnatically are 'the nmo3t usuful and

ineet happy Christiaxîs. They enjey fully
the richess of the gospel and the fatness

of the Lord's house.

The act cf giving exercises a reflexive

and beneficial influence upen the seul.

It crucifies the love cf the 'world, destreys

selfishnese, draws out their sympathy and
love towards their fellow men, deepens
their interest ia the cause cf Christ, in-

creases the epirit cf prayer, prepares the
mind fer the receptien ef truth aud epens

the heart for the indwalling cf the Spirit.

Then there is the promise, "1the bleseing

of the Lord which maketh ricli and add-
eth ne serrow with it. > Cemplying with

the requirenients cf God's Word, we
shall receive a blessing ; refusing te cern-

ply, -%ve must suifer the cenBequences.
"1*God in net man that He sheuld lie ;
neither the son of man, that Ho should
repent. hath He said, and shall He net

do it ? or hath He spoken, and shall Ho
not make it good ?"

What is trae of the individual is aise

true cf the Church. Why is it that te-

day wu have so inuchi preaching andi so
littie practicu ? XVe have epiruceBt mou
and faithful preachors iii our pulpits, n%%e
have our Sal>bath-day wrorsipl and w eek-
ly prayer-xneetings, oui- Sabbath-schools
and Bible classus, yct, ivith ail those and
other appliances iii operation, how few
the conversions to Christ !It je an in-
teresting and instructive fact thnt in pro0-

p)ortion to tue ainowîit of ntoncy and
labor expend(ec( there are moi e couîversicns
nade te Christ iii heathen lanmds to-day

thai' theru are iii civilizcd countries.

XVe hiear a great deal of the scepticism
and infidelity cf the tiines, of the 111a-
terialistic tendencies cf the science and
philowophy cf the age ; and every lover
cf truth and hunmanity mnust view with
Forr)w the rapid stridesi with which
Mamimon is nmarching thîrough tho land.
Sceptice boldiy adert tlîat the Gospel je
losing its power and thrat the religion cf
the Bible mill soon be a thing of the past.

They have apparent reason fer their
beasting. The fourth ccmmaxidment
seems to be ne longer binding upon the
censciences of the peeple. Ia this
nomninaily Christian country the steam-
boat whistle may be huard in many cf
car harbors on the Sabbath morning ;
while the railcars go thundering through
our tewns3, carrying respectable men and'
church members ; in* factories and ceai
mines, which are owned largely by pro-

feesed Christian men, many employees
are compelled te perforin work whiih
is neither th -e work cf neceseity nor

mercy ; rumsellers and wholeeale liquor
dealers can yet take their seats at
the Lerd's Table while some cf
the victime cf their nefarieus trafflc are
serving out their term cf inîprisoament ;
in many congregatione, cf eighty or a
hundred families, bazaars, cf which "'grab-
bagae" and "lIotteries " ferma an importanit
part, .seeia te, be an indispensable
auxiliary in raising the necessary funds,
money which liberal and hoiet Chritifls
would gladly pay out cf their own
peekets ; and even tes meetings are some-


