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THE BUSINKSS SITUATION.

Wixrtraa, August 18,

Reports from tho country this week havo
beon gratifying, indicating & cron rather bettor
than was considered posib. from earlier
cstimates. Tho harvest is aow well advanced,
and freo from any damage, which causcs a
satisfactory feoling. Credit business has been
olosoly restrioted this year, and the ex
pectation is that farmers will accordingly
have move cash to epend from the pro-
coeds of their crops than in previous years,
instead of having to usec their incomo to pay
dobte. Railway work is becoming more nctive,
The forco at the Canadian Pucific Riilway
shops in Winnipeg has beon lucreased. to gov
the rolling stock ready to move tho new crop.
Some now buildings are being started in the
city, though thero is rathor loss activity in
building than earlier in the season,

The adoption of the tariff bill in the United
States is oxpocted to improvo prospects over
there. DBradstrects this week says, No scrious
reductions in prices in avy lino appear prob.
oble, the efects of probabls tariff changes ap-
parently haviog been discounted.

Winnipeg Markets.
WINNIFEG, SATURDA ¥ AFTERNOON, Aug. 18.
‘AH quotations, unless othorwiso spccified, aro whole-
salo for such quantitics as aro usually taken by retail
dealers, and arc subject to the usual reduction on large
itics and to cash df ts.]

Grooeries,—Fastern Coanada refiners advan.
cod their prices ag the close of last week {c on
all grades. ‘Thie is a sharper advance than any
had oxpeoted, and was the immediato outcomo
of another advancein New York. Cauadian
refiners now quote 4jo for granulated and 3}
to 330 for yellow. Now that the tariff situa.
tion is about sevclod in the States, the market
will likely be maintuined thero ay the recent
advances. Itissaid that the United States sugar
trust will make a big pile of money as the taritf
now staunds, as they have purchused heavily in
anticipation of this result. The trust people,
however, deny the reports, and suy they uuve
only their usual supply on hand. There is o
ood doal of grumbling about the quality of
sanadisn refined yellows, which are said to be
not what they used to be. Nice brights and
yellows are said to be scarcely obtainable,
damp, soggy sugars beiug the rule. The
Ontario Packers’ Associntion is making quite a
song about a light pack. Almost overy line is
declared to be short, but dealers may take this
with considerable salt, Strawberries, rasﬁ-
berries and chereies are decclared to be tho
lightest in the history of the trade, and peas
also vory light. A drop in the price of wooden
tubs and peils is onnounced from the east.
Pails aro 10c per doz:n and tubs 50c per dozen
cheaper. The changes wero decided upon at
the annnal meeting of the Woodenware Associ
ation, held at Toronto, when the following
prices were announced :—For all purchases of
$20 and over the quotations to the retail trade
are now a3 follows : Pails, 2 hoops, clear, Nu,
1, $1.60 ; pails, 3 do., $1.70.  Pails, 2 hoops,
clear, No. 2, $1.40 ; pails, 3 do., $1.60 ; pails,
3 do., painted, $1.60. Tubs, No. 0, §9; do. 1,

§7; do. 2, §6; do. 3, $5.

Fisi—Prices are unchanged for fresh fish.
British*Columbio. salmon is coming in frecly,
and is obtainable at 14c 1b. Lake Supe:ior
treut of nice quolity sve beiog coustantly re-
coived at short intervals, and held at 9c;
whitefish, Ge; pickezel 3 to 43, Smoked white-
fish, 8c 1b; smoked goldeyes, 30 to 35¢ dozen 5
red horrings, 200 box.

FLutp Brew, kTc.—Following are prices
of the goods put up by the Johnston
Fluid Bcof Company of Montraal :—Johna,

toa's Fluid DBeof—No. J, 2-oz _tins, per
dJozen, $2.70 ; No. 2, 4-0z, 8¢ 50 ; No, 3, 8.0z,,
37.88; No. 4, 1.1b,, $12.83; No. 5, 2.1b., §24.30
Staminal—2 oz, Lottles, por dozen, $2.56 ; do,
4-0z., §5.10; do, 8.0z., $7.65; do, 10 oz, $12.756
uid Beef Cordial—20 oz. bottles, $10. Milk
Granules—In cases of 4 dozen, $5.10. Milk
(s}dmgx;ulea with Cereals—In cases of 4 dozen,
N

CANNED MEATS :—

Corned Beef . 2 1L tins, por case of 1dozen 82 65
Roast Beof .. 2 " “ I 27
WD erencrenan2 " 1« 2 06
Pl Fesh oon.0.2 @ " 1 2%
Luncn Tongue....2 ¢ « ) 705
“ PR T 2 ¢ 780
Ox Tonguo .. ..14 " " ) S ¢ 70
Chipped Dried Bacf1™ ¢ ‘o 2 « 525
Compressed fiam .1 ¢ " 2 ¢ 4 50

Gnrrey Froirs,— The markot was about bare
of California fruits at the closo of the week,
but somo car lots aro expected to artive shout
Mondny, Some lines are now coming forward
from Qutavio. Heretofore apples in stock have
come from the south; but Ontario apples have
now started, and are an improvemont on provi
ous arrivals, The Datchers variety from On.
tario are very fino fruit this year. Oatario
tomatoes are now coming. Lemons are firmn.
Oranges out of the market. No California
grapes yot, but southern Concords are plentiful
and cheaper. Watermolous have declined again
in prico. Blueberries have pot been as hoavy
in receipts as forn  years, and have brought a
littlo better prie, this week, Prices are: Lom-
onsad $6 60 o §7.00 per box. Apples, §123
to 84.50 per barrel; California fruits, pcaches,

$1.25 to $1.50 por box; pears, §3 00 per box;
plums, §1.60 ; bavanas, $3 to §3.50 per bunch;
watermelons, $3.60 per dozen ; tomatoes, $1.50
per 20 1b. basket: bluvoerrict, G to 740 ner 1b;
elx’ou:‘horn concord grapes, G0c per 10 pound
atket.

Nuts--Soft shelled almonds are quoted at 16
to 18¢c, walnute, 14 to 160, peanuts roasted, 14
to 150, filberts, 12 to 150, pecaus, 16 to 17c.
Brazls, 14 to 150,  Figs, 14 to 18¢c; dates, 102,

Hanrpwarg, Paints, Etc —Business is quiet
quict, just now, aud there are no ncw features
to mention, Along with the report that south.
orn turpentine men have formed u combine to
regulute prices, etc , comes the news that east.
orn Canada dealers are to import turpentine in
tank cars hereafter. If it can bo worked

fully;-there should bo a iderable sav-
ing in this mode of transportation over the
barrel system,

Dry Goops.—Dealers are looking nhead to
an early improventent in trade, as the harvest
is now well in hand aod crop estimates have
rather improved of late. Credit business has
been restricted this year much more closely than
ever before, and farmers will have fower debts
to pay from the proceeds of their crops, so that
they will have more money to spend ia makin
new purchases. Payments this month, whic
is o heavy one in accruing paper, were not alto-
gether barren of satisfactory fcatures, and were
even better tha night have been expacted at
a time of year when farmers avo getting in very
little cash, and in o close season at that,

CoaL.—No farther chavges ia prices of
coal Quotations are :—$9.50 per ton for
Ponusylvania authracite, $8 30 for western
an*hracite and $7.50 per ton for Lethbridgo bi-
tuminous, These are retail prices delivered to
consumers in the city. Souris or Estevan coal
sulls at $4 25 retail, and $3.75 on track. Rache
Percea minag, Souris coal is quoted 250 higl r
per ton than from the Estevan mines, or $4.60
to consumors and $4 on tracks.

Woop--Tamarac is beld at $§4 50 to $1.75 per
cord on trask here in car luts as to quality.
Oak about 34, mixed pine, spruce, etc., can bo
hadat $3.50 to $3.75. Poplar has sold at from
§2.50 to 83 on track as to quality, green cut
poplar brings the top price.

TATIONERY AND FaANcY Goops.—Denlers
are now working on advance orders for falland
holiday trade. Whol-galers have fall and
Christmas stocks now well in ard placed, and
aroablo to show full lines in the nuworous

list of sundry articles which go to mako up
the holday trade, Thero has bgoan [ tcndono'y
to select medium and cheapor prlood lnon for
the Christmns trade than has been notlceablo
in past years, and this wil no donbt sulb the
spirit of the times as well as tho pockota of tle
purchasing public,

Luxner —Tho sity Jumber trado has boon
rather quieter, though o fair busincss (s atlll
doing. Building, howover, is act\rculy as notivo
as it was a few wecks ago. The yoar’s buildln
record in Winnipsg will show up vary woll,
but tho courtry has not been taking muoh
lumber. A good deal of lumbhar haw beon
brought in from the United States alnos the
reduction in the duty war made. About 125
cars havo hen brought into Winnipeg, note
withstanding the reductinn mado in ‘pricos at
our mills, a8 teported somo weeks ago, Tho
mills say they cannot reduce the price ony
furthor, and that the only way to goi privos
lower to keep out imported atuff ts to got o ro
duotion in freight rutes from our Lako of the
Woods mills, Tho mauufacturors say the
Canadiun Pacific Railway poople are atanding
in their own light in refusing to reduon froights,
as thoy can woll offord a roduction of the pro.
sent rates, which tire Lhreo time as high ax tho
rates charged in the east. By kooping up the
froight rates, s good deal of businows goos to
the States, on which tho company loson the
handling, whilo the Canadian mills losv tho
business. The rotail lumber assoaiation [s
having some trouu.o sbout pricca. A Brandon

er has boon suspended, and it fs knawn
that some Winnipeg members huve beon im.
portiag lumber and cutting associatlon pricos
freely of late.  More suspensions from tho na-
sociation may theroforo bo hoarl of shortly.
Now that the tariff bill in the United Statos
bas passed with the froe lumber olause intact,
the Eastern Canada lumboring industry will bo
given a great *‘ boom,” though the full honeflt
may unot be felt until times revivein tho Unlied
States, In the west the tariff changes will no
make any greas difference, as western manu.
facturors are not in a position to ship to the
States. Ths report in a Winnipeg dally piper
that the Winnipeg Retail Association h.
decided to reduce prices $! on coarse dimen-
sion, is a mistake. There has heen somo
informal talk of a reduction, Lut it has not
been acted upon by the association, and no
such a cut as $3 was contemplated,

Bixpxr Twine,—The Manitoba pattons have
mado a bad mess again of their $wino denl,
BEvidently they did not profit muoh by tholy
experience of Jast year. The patrons goughﬁ
their twino from a St. Paul factory this yeny,
and they have beon dolivering it during the
present harvest-to theic mombers. The guod
loyal patrons who have backed up thejr exsou-
tive and bought their twine through the order,
have had the honorable distination of paylng
1 to 2¢ more per pound for thoir twine 5)&!}
the regular dealers have beon selling at, of
about the same quality, and they have had to
pay spot cash at that. A story is going the
rounds that the order is making a profit of 1o
per pound on the twine to provide an cleotlon
funad for the Patron candidates in the noxt
clection, but this is no doubt a hoax, The
twine hat 3vidently been bought too dear, and
is no doubt being sold as fine as possihle to tho
mombers of the order. About 94s we bellove
is the price paid by the Patron consumsrs for
the twine, while the regular dealers havo besn
selling twine of about the same quality, sugh
a8 red cap, for Sc, in small lots ab country
points. Tho very highest priced twino in tho
market has sold lower than the Patrons’ twine,
There was some little agitation about a short.
ago of twine, but there was nothing in it, and
there has been abundance of twine in Winnipeg
all thoseason to meet any demands fron: country
points. Of course in every scason there will be
a temporary scarcity at some points, and a sur.
plus at other places close by. Retail dealors
only take in such quantities as they exprut to
sell, and whon farmera leave off ordering until
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