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AN TE-ELECTION eXpeetati'ons were very mislcad.
ing in soute instances, and noue more no thau in
the case of Nova Scotia. A fewmuontîs ago the
Liberala. made a clean sweep of that province iu
the local elections, ta the great delight of the
party, who looked forward ta a siniilar result
in the Dominion ejections. So strongly waa
Nova Scotia counted on for tis Liberala, that
somte papiers would only concede one or two
seats to the GIovenîment. But whiat a surprise
bas been the result ? Nova Scotia, secession
and ail, molid for the Goverument 1 To accounit
for this entire failure of forecasts lias been the
puzler ta politicians. Various theories have
been advanced, and here is another one not pire.
vioualy notcd, wbich miay belpi to solve the
question. A fcw days before the election the
Halifax Chronicle, the leadiug Liberal orgaru of
Nova Scotia, puhlished a v'flainous looking
portrait, alleged ta bie a rcpresentation of Hou.
Edward Blake. It in just passible that the
berring-backe acceptedl the eut as a faf thf ni copy
of the Liberal leader, and rather than place an
apparent ex-conviet at the head of the country,
thcy voteil Conservative. The Chronsc)e should
b.e suppressedl.

Oý; of the mont hiotly contested elections in
Canada (iuring the late cont est, was that iu the
city of Winnipeg. It was nip and tuck
throughout, anîd the winncr oniy got there by a
dozen votes. Canada was ranaackced front one
end of the country to the other, for absentes
votera, and several points lu the United States
sent in their quota. The outsi<le votes were
nearly ail pluînped for the successal candidate,'
otberwise the uiajority would have been con-aiderably the other way. Had the vote beea
confined ta residents of the city, Mr. Suther-
land would undoubtediy have secured a
ainaîl majority, notwithatanding that lie
had ta contend against the host of bath Damin.
ion and Local Governiîrent politiciana and offi-
ciaIs wbo have their headquarters at Winnipeg.
Mr. Sutherland has every reason ta feel pretia
of the vciy largu vote of boua fide residents of
the city which ho pollkd. Money la aaid ta
have been spent very freely, and there fa quite
a paeaibiiity that Mr. Scarth inay nlot be ailowed
ta take Mis seat À îumber of bis supporters
have already been chargea with acta of bribery
of a very aerioua nature, whicb wiii be velîti-
Iated in the courts. Mir. Scartlî peraonally hu
an enviable reputation for honesty and integrity
of character, and it is ta be hoped that any un-
Jawful acte, if committed, by bis agents,' were
'loue witbout his knowledge and consent.

Tirat luter8tate Commerce bill promises soan
'ta be brought in force throughout the United
States. Many of the. individusl states have
adoptedl the principle of the bill iuta tbe state
'railway legisîstion. Ini Iowa, the railway coin-
înisioners have been dealing witb a case where.
lu the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy railway
tompany charged more ou cool for a shorter

balthan it did for a longer haul. The railway
company clairned that the rate for the long baud
'was a very low one, but they »çere nbliged ta
ýmake it owing ta active competition. It was
Turther repreacuted that ln the case of thé
ahortcr belil ta Glenwood, the çsm- lad ta bc

returned enmpty, whereas ini the longer haril ta-
Council Bluffe, snch was not necessary. The
connissioners decidcd that ta aliow a different
rule foi local freîght w~ould théow ail the in-
equalities, o! whicla sa mutch compiaint has been
mnade, upon (lomestie commerce, ta which we
cainot consent TJie.coinmisioners are atiafied
that the section wili Me engraf ted luto the, state
ligislation and that the questiontitay as weli
bc met now as auy times. Witb this view, the.
coirimissioners would advise the Chîicago, Bur-
liugtan,& Quincy raiiway ta revise i:s tarif! ta
comply with the provisions of the interstate
commerce 1411." Tiiere seeme ta Mi a pretty
general move ou the part of the raiiways to
accept the. new ineasure. Already several
counicils of railway officiais have been held, with
a view te make arrangements ta meet the re.
quiremienta of the bill. ln the case o! somte
rai iway companies, it la claimed that the Inter-
atate Commerce Bill la really favorable ta them.
At a receut mieeting of tbe Pennsylvania Rail.
way Co., it was generally couceded that the.
mensure was very favorable ta that company.
0f course this is an exceptional case, and as a
rude the introduction of the bill will undoubted.
iy reduce local traffic rates, and perhaps Increase
tbrough rates.

A GREAT deai of discussion bas heen goiiîg on
ln the Canadian press o! late in regard ta the
public debt. Widely varyiug estiniates o! the
liabiiities of the country bave been presented,
accordiug ta the political party tinge of the
spectacles through wbich the figures were
viewed. As enorinous a différence sa front $20,.
000,000 ta 3M,000,000 bias been figured out be.
tween soinsof these alleged financial statements.
The minimum amounât of the public debit of tbe
Dominion la of course displayed la tbe Govern-
meut papiers, Couservative organs usually plac.
ing the total, after deducting ail assets, at
$190,000,000. On thîe other baud the Liberalu
geueraliy figure tbe amoutit up ta #220,000,000.
It is worthy o! note that tbe Toronto Mail esti.
mates the public delit o! Canada at $5,006,000
above Mr. Blake's .bowlng. The 3fai says:-
"Our own belief is that it (tb. debt) la $22,.
000,000. The difficulty of determiuing the
exct figure ariSes froin tbe fact that we stili
dling ta the antiquatedl fasbi( .of being a year
Meimd with the Public Accounts. Assnming,
bowever, that the net debt la only 8190,000,000
in it nlot Limne foë us ta serlously cansider the
s ituation?"' The3Mail Mlieves ths.tthe dobt fe
much more likely ta increase than Mi di mini shed
in the future, and pointa out a number of ways
in which beavy haIIs waill likely Me made upon
the Treasury. Quebec wants 810,000,000 ta
expertd lu raiiways, for the development o!
lier nor»Ziern terrltary. Then there la the
scieme wbicb is Ming pressed in Ontario, for
the assumption by the. Dominion o! the deben.
ture debt af the municipalities, contracted la
assisting raflways, and which amounts te about
$13,000,000. There is also, Lbe expenditure la
connection with the Indien and Police depart.
monte lu dis. Northwept, whicb mouet go on in.
creasing for &oine time. Tbe Mail aima classes
the Hudson's Bay Ballway among the under.
takings for the carrying out of which recourse

'wüllbe bad ta the Dominion t.reaaury. The
MVau doubtlest believes (&a justly too) tlî,t in

keeplng wltb the generai policy o! the Dominion
fn aiding eastern roada by large cauh sibsidilem,
tie. Rdson's Bay rouabsould aise havýe a riglit
te participate in a similar maniner. The Mtail
tbinks it in time ta eall a liait In our exporai-
ture, and commence resolntely th. work o!
reducing thi. public debit IL concludes as fol-
Iows: "The cry that it is unpatrioüIo ta ex-
amine such startling trutha as these--that duty
ta country demnds the suppression of every.
thing npleasant least our credit abroad ahouid
b.e injured, i3 unworthy o! Canalins. IL la
evident that ta obtain new population and ta
reLta our own people at borne, the Dominion
expeuditure must Mi reduced soniehow on a
beroic scale. The reductionnmust M wbieaale,
mysternatie ani fearleas ; but wbere in the mnan
with nerve enougb ta wield a remorseleu knl!.;
and, above ail. where fa the party ta cheer bitîx
on?

Tuz bucket-sbops get Lb. bMaine for a great
deal o! the heavîneas ind depression which bas
Men the. rulinv featuro fa wheat o! late. It le
climed that the bucket-shops Laite the. support
front legitimiate trading la the. cernai, and that
people wbo wouid otherwise buy the ros stuif,
now speculate purely on tbe risen and fallin
prices .through the bucket-sbope. The conten-
Lion Iooks reasonable enov'-b. If thé bnik of
the purchases, which are biven ta the'lckt
ahopa, were doue la a legitimate *%Y, li wouid
certaiaiy give a great jtiniulus ta the. markets.
Gambling purchases ln the. bucket, shopas bave
no effect ini stimulating tho iiiarkets, whilst it~ is
jusL ma much support takou front thera, pro4dci
ing the purebases would othorwfse have been
nad. iu a legitimate way. The. theory that
grain prices are made in Liverpool cannot le
maid ta apply with force to the preéent situation.
Of late yeara British mnarkets have shown a ten-
dency ta follow rather than lead Amrerican, and
British buyers have abstaiued froin purchsslug
on weak Anierican markets. Tho theory that
the. bucket-abpops are tbe cause of low prices is
fust gaining adiierenta in the States, andin
several quartera measures are beiag considered
for Lb. legsl suppressian o! this linge systeni o!
gambling. In dealing with the subject, the
Chicago Daily Bitsinus says: 'lAno tune, bus
iL been more evi dent that the. market ueeds the
support o! buyiug, which, bus been tranaerred
ta «Ibucketshops," and until tbey are crusbed
it la doubtfuliIf even a declaration of war would
b.e remponded ta by an advance sufficient ta
gladdeu the. bearts o! the long-sufferiug bulls.
With th. trade now absorbed by thein restored
ta legitimate charnels, the stimulus o! war and
crop.damage reports wauid once again b.e felft
ia a mirked, degree, sud iustead o! duhi, listiesa
markets, activity commnasurate with the gaverai-
ing causesfoilow." 'The opinions expressd by
Daily Busnss are gen.raliy endormod by the.
commercial proe, and witbi the. dissemination
o! theme vlews, a strong crusade againat the
bucket-sbops may Me expected.

The. Governmnt geological survey tbows
there fa enough coal betwee. Rocky Mouatain
H ouse aind ?itt to supply tiie Terxitotlou for 411

1 turne.


