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there exhibit tha lack o animation genevally
observed at this time., Prices of leading staples
ace firm, and o general belief appears to be
that pices ave likely to advauce shortly after
tho opening of the new yea.. At the cast thevo
is less doing in the wholesale departments.
There ia, however, a very general steadiness in
most staple lines. At Boston the confidence in
a fuvorable prospect for the latter poitioa of the
winter is marked. The distribution of dry
goods from castern citiesis as quict as expected.
Comumission houses are doing vather more thun
jobbers, There is reported to be a fair move-
-pentin brown collon on expory oiders. ‘The
domestic cousumption is wmoderate. Raw wool
ie as firm as ever.  The demand is fairly active
for low and medium grades a3 of late, but there
is also some request for the finer flecces.  No
weakvess is notea anywhete in the list.  Tihe
movement of grocerics has been restricted,
Daivy products arc improved and higher. The
wheat ‘narkes has been dull, and prices tend
downward. Increased quancity afloat, visible
supply and (prospectisely) foreign stocks com-
bined with speculative selling at howe, are re-
sponsible thevefor.  There is still a conspicuous
abgence of foreign demand. In the North-
west the lasger anllers ave now credited with
being long of wheat. In any event, wheat at
Minneapolis and Chicago has been well held,
Indian cora is in limited export demand, batis
freely offeced.  Oats are dull and lower.  HHog
products have been weak and lower, but ona
slightly improved inquiry both at home aud
abroad heve been a little firmer.  Pig ivon is
strongly held and prices are unchaunged, though
an advance at the cast of S1 per ton within 2
week or so would not be surprising.  Hardware
and implements have been held more firmly for
8'ight advances, owing to the strength in iron.
There have been 24 fewer business failures in
the United States reported to Dradstreel’s this
week (five days) thwe last, 193 against 217;
aud 402 fewer this year to date than duringa
like porticn of 1854, or 10,93¢ against 11,366.
Bradstred's.

The Evolution of the Overcoat.

Cavicaturists and writers have endeavored to
show that the garments of the gentle sex are
becoming more and wore mascutine as years
passon. This is apparent to tue wost carciess
observer. lie cannot fuil to notice it in the
apparel of the ladies ac they pass him in the
streets, but it has heen ieft to my gigantic in.
tellect to noie for wae fi-=t time that 2 portion
of alleged mascaline mankiml is becoming af.
fected in the other direction, aad that unless
some speedy clieck is given the movemcent
great dangers menace man’s most useful winter
friend.  Vhen the shorl overcoat was banished
and the shoe-top length appeared, the average
man was content and warm. Tne overcoas,
that useful and necessary garment, has probab.
1y been subjected to fewer changes than any
other part of man’s attire, but of late, very lute
years, ihe ‘ailors, tived of monkeyiug with
coats, vests and trousers, have attacked it and
we have seen, gradually steaiing over its ap.
pearance a chaunge for the worse that is disticss.
ng and fatiguning.

The respectable conservative overcoat of our
daddics showed unothing patticular about tho
fit or meterial, yot it stood the wear and tear
of vears, and imparted an air of solidity and
solvency to its wearer, Now and then you sce
one of these overcoats going along the street
and note its antigue and chestnntity effect in
contrast with the ¢ very latest” that follows,

We are not sure who startled dudedom with
the “cape” style of garment, but presume it
wae the vuteome of sume vight dedivated to in-
somnia, It wasa decided ianovation at fivst
aud was somewhat ridiculed, but now thet we
wear one the eacitement has subsided.  Take
for example last year's style, with a little Jah-
de dah cape half covering the shoulders and a
pinchal curiet-suggesting waist, the first de-
partire towa ds the feminine cat, It is close-
fitting and iwpartsa suggestive donbt alrcady as
to the sex ot its wearer, wound whose slight
furm it Jdings so loviugly 1t isimparted goods
and pussibly mwade in “deab old Londun, ye
kuow.”

The cape grew longer aud came down to be-
low the clbows by-aad-by, aud then the over-
coat took a step farther and evolved itself into
the coat with a hoosd to it juat like a lady's
waterproof cloak.  Tuey are to be seen daily
all over New York in incressing numbers,
showing that they bave found favor with the
“Gussies™ and “Chollies” who iufest our soci-
ety. No woilder womnten are wearing men’s at-
tire when they see tneir own appropriated by
these creatures.  The step is but a shight one
to the next change ia costume which “Gussie™
will adopt.  In ull probability uext year you
will see the overcoat worn by him zdorned svith
a large and beantiful bustle in conjunction with
the hood, and he'll “toddle away™ with his in-
sane smile and think what a scnsation he is cre-
ating among the woiien, whose chief preioga-
tive he has usteped.  The fmagination must be
dull indeed that cannot see whe.e taey are
taking the poor defenseless overcoat, the most
masaline of alt gavments,  How long do you
suppose it will Lo belere you
these ereatures sirolling down the avenue or
loating iu frout of the Kuickerbocker Club be-
decked with ribbons and with ““rick-rack” or
lace at the Dottom thereof, ““luted” and
“flounced,” *‘cut on the biag,” *'gored,” *‘Lox
plaited,” e, till you can’t rest.  Aund the tail.
o3 will advectise as do the dressinskers, but
instead of saying “tailor-made garments™ they
will add to their unncuncements: “Al gar
ments are made and fivted hy female dressmak-
ers,”

Meanwhbile the men who have braias in their
head, instead of charlotte-vusse or the like,
and who carn *heir bees by the sweat of their
brows, will continune to weas the some old overs
cout whose lining fuls into the basement of the
slueves every time it is put on fn a huny, and
will sneer at the new and advanced styles as
they fiah it up to the clbow again.--Journal of
Fahrics,
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Railway Control and Railway Subsidies.

Siv Richaid Cartwright, ina specch made at
Orillia, the other day, referring to the passing
of cerlain railways in Qnterio, under Federal

control said : *““If a change of Governneont
took place, he counld promise them that the con-
trol of these railways should be handed back to
the Proviuce, or every dollar refunded.” The
money to bo vefunded ceferved to the Proviu.
cial and nranicipal subsidies granted to these
railwoys,  Railways which foun part of an
estedive connection cannot be advantageously
contvolled by Provincee.  The inefliciency of
State Control over railways, in the neighboring
Repulblie, is shown by the fact that no State
Legislature can prevent  disainnnation outside
tte limits of its authority and to this fact the
dizcritainations so often complained of ave due.
The conucction between the cuutrol of railways
and tho subsidics granted in aid of their con-
straction, is not su absovlete and complete that
tho one must follow the other ; wlnle it cannot
be satisfactory to a province to find railways
which it has subsicised passing from its con-
tiol, itis nevertheless true that dividend con-
trel of reitways which run thiough  more  than
one province, 1s impracticable, aund if attempt-
ed it could Iead to nosatisfactosy result,

We cannot think that & tiansfer of contiol
when necessary iu the public interest, cariies
with it the tight on the part of the province
and the mumapahtics to obtain a refund of thy
subsidies.  The pubbic utility of the raihoud
does 10t cease with the trausfer of the control
tiough it is vne thing to work is for general,
and anotirer thing to work it for provineial
purposes. I the province or the municipzlities
suffer substantial damage from the tcansfer of
control, thereis a case for congpensation, bug
tnere can hardly Le a cose for the refund of the
cntire subgidies. The damage, if real, muss be
capable of being appraised ; and the measure
of the refund should Le the extent of the actual
damage sustained.  If no damage be sustained,
thereis ngease for refund or compenzation,
Faunciful iujy, such as results from the loss of
power, is incapable of being assessed as if it
weie a substantial damage. A 1eal loss of
some kind, and in some form, can alone form a
ground of compensation. Whether such loss
has been suffered and what is the extent of iy,
it would be eminently proper to enquire ;
though we cannot adwit that the lo:s is to be
assumed without enquiry and thatit is to be
paton a par with the whole amount of all the
subsidies, provincial aund municipal,

The railways, 28 we have said, romain after
the contiol changes.  The chuage of control
may be v result of extended connection, which
increases the utility of the road.  Even the
province cannot coutine its view of the Lenefits
to e detived from the road to the hounds of its
own territory. Conancctivn with the outer
world has its valve, and if thisadditional value
be olitained without a loss of local Lenefits to
sceure which the sebsides were given, a gain
witheut a loss results from the transfer of the
control. The gaincanuot, perhaps, be taken
inty account, in cstimating the effect of the
transfer on the province. The question, and is
is the only question that can come under asbit-
rament, is whether the piovince suffercd sub.
stantial damage from the transfer of coutrol,
wnd if so. to what exteny  To that extent, we

thing it might fairly claim compensation ; but
the claim cannot be' legitimately supplemiented



