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Growing Fruit in Manitoba

Interesting Paper by Mr. Bedford, of
the Manitoba Experimental Farm.

There Is a constantly growing in
terest in fruit culture in Manitoba
and everything authoritative on the
subject is read with eagerness by
hundreds throughout the west. That
frult can be grown successfully in
Southwestern Manitoba Is now fully
proven, but the possibilities of the

t of the province
mdtical and for this
following paper by Mr

Bedford, superintendent of the
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Apples.
Recognizing the fact that this is
the 08t important fruit grown in

Canada, our director,

Dr. .
history of the

Saunders, early in the
experimental farms, viz., during 1589
w1801, forwarded a large collection
of apy to Brandon. These
46 trees of 150 varieties and 346 un-
named seedlings included all the bet-

ter known sorts of easte nada as
well as many so
slan varieties L
the protection of h

iges. but

only half a dozen of them ure now
alive. 1t is noticeable, however, that
these few begin-
hardiness,

of them have yet fruited
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Iustead of becoming discour
ur ditector cast_about for a
atich of ple famlly even har-
dier than the hardiest iron clads. He
found it in_the berried crab  (pyrus
baccata). ‘The first of these planted
on the western expecimental farms
gwi from seed imported from
. and from the very outset they
perfectly hardy a

proved
in fact
thun out native ash leaf maple, the

seedlings of which do occasionally
Kiil back o early spring.  This hardy
crab includes many different varieties
vitrying in form of tree and in sige of
fruit, some of the trees very
in appearance and when lond-
fruit as most of the trees
W the expesmmental farm were last
year, they are strikingly hundsome.
Another point in thelr fayor is the
persistency of- thele fruit, even our
SUMf western breeges arc unable to
shake it off.  This fruit varles in
size from that of a large pea to th

o transcend: and most
of It makes exc
st of these var
cata sanguinea,
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already fruit#d at Ottawa and
m are a declded
the pyrus baceata.
ese  have been
Nove'ty and Aurora
though none of them have as yet fruit-
ed at Brandon all of them have prov-
en hardy a ve trust that by this
means some excellent frult trees will
be obtained, suitable for all parts of
the provinee.
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Success so Far Achieved.

Satlsfactory results have also been
obtained at Brandon from the plant-
mg of a large n of seedlings
of lln following v rab ap-
nscendent,
though a large propor

acse have been found tender,
tearly ah the Marhg seedlings are
thoroughiy huidy and this year (wo
of them fruited. One was speclally
of mention it was a prolific
the (ralt, a iight yellow, ' the
excellent and in every
respect fully equul 10 the Transcend:
ent crab and at the same time much
hardier for it cen_ growing . at
Hrandon fu s, and has n
Kilied back in the
viis as these are hely 1o prove ex
ceedingly useful for scions to be
grafted on pyrus baccata.

1 would like to call attention to the
desirability of united the
of residents In every portion of
the province towards taking particu-
lai note of isolated hardy apple and
crab trees, in thelr own nelghborhood
For instance, » town of Holland
1 found a large apple tree grow
Ing_close to the sidewalk apparently
perfectly hardy, but no one knew its
Just south of Bran-

name or history

don and also north of Neepawa there

are isolated specimens quite hardy,
Now

but in both cases without nam
at we have perfectly hardy roots
will Le dificulty in

gating by giafting any specimen tre

that prove hi rdy. Of the larger apples
we have two specimens that
pron be hardy, viz, Wealthy

and T Chese were received from
Mr. A {=venson, both fruited this
year. + ever present small boy

them before they were full
grown. We have also a single speci-
ment of the Transcendent crab piant-

d in 1889, This tree has been protect-
by placing nail kegs around It and
althoush not quite hardy it hus borne
a few crops of excellent f
Tums

sstul culti-
of a really good
. not by any
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1 regret to si
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being the sho
it being sufficient time
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1896 forty varieties of
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he material to
been reduced for experimental work Is
the wild plum of America, (Prunus
Americana) and the Manitova wild
plum (Prunus Nigra). A large number
of seedlings of the following named
varieties of s Americana  have
been tested at tne experimental farm
Cheny, Hungarian, De Soto, Yosemite

Purpie and Alken. These have gene
1lly proven quite hardy and many of
them have fruited, last season a very
lnrn crop of ripe fruit being harvest
A wonderful varlation was notice-

as many as eighty-four distinct
Lype being  noted  am recorded.
Among these were some very fine

fruit well worthy of propagation, but
it is open to question whether they are
to be recommended for
vation, as, like their pa
too late in ripening, except in
lally open seasons lke 1901. The most
promising of these are Alken, Cheny,
aver and Hungarian. It seems prob-

that for permanent success we
will have to confine ourselves to im-
provement by selection of our native
plum (Prunus Nigra). In its wild
state this fruit shows very great varia-
tion, some of fair size and good flavor,
others quite small and astringent. This
variation argues great possibilities by
areful and continued selection and at
present we are working along these
having auite o number of very
pmising seedlings under tri One
f these named Brandon Ruby o,
ly . ripening its fruit in
carly A in size the fruit is small
but thin skinned and of a pleasant
flavor. The hest of these trees will
be largely propagated and distributed
for trial.
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Although twelve named varleties of
hardiest Vi

t the

to Nty

n tesl
experl In addition
unnamed Russian seedlings,
found too tender for the cli-

Cherries.

Sixteen varleties of cherries have
been tested at the farm, with the ad
dition of 130 seedlings from named
varieties. None of these have proven
hardy and our list Is now reduced to

COMMERCIAL

two, viz, the Sand Cherry (Prunus
pumila) and the Rupert Cherry, «
cross between the Sand Cherry and
the plum.The latter is of upright habit
und 8o far has been hardy here, though
not yet fruited. The Sand

(Prunus pumila) 1s subject’ to
improvement by selection, and we have
on hand a quantity of selected bushes,
which product a much finer fry both

in size and flavor than
plant.  The habit of the t
dwarf and bushy and Is exll’i‘llll'l)

productive, the fruit being produced in
The flavor of Ihe im
es I8 fairly sw nd
Julcy, and may poasibly be evolved intn
a very useful fr
Raspberries.
ided that a goed situation can
be obtained, there is no doubt that
nearly all the varietles of this fruft
will do well in Manitoba. Th Te are
now forty varleties under t

Sxperimental Farm, lmludmx Hlm'k
Caps.  As Is the case with nearly all
the fruits, a gentle slope to the north
is undoubtedly pref:riole ta any other
as when planted thus they do not
suffer from the sharp rays of the
sun, which is especlally detrimental
in the early spring. For some years
past we have adopted the plan of
laying down the canes and covering
the tips with soll thrown over them
with a plough. The data from this
experiment has not yet been sufficient
to warrant the general adoption of
this plan, and it is still in continua-
tion. Of the red varieties the follow-
Ing have given the best satisfaction
a8 to hardiness: Cuthbert, Turner,
Philadelphia, Dr. Relder and Large
i the yellows, Golden Queen
and Caroline are by far the most
promising, and in Black Caps Hilborn
is undoubtedly the hardiest.

Currants.

Up to the spring of 1002 these were
represented on farm by forty-six
varleties of red, white and black cur-
rants, and an addition of forty-six
varleties was made during the spring
of 1902, making a total of ninety-two
varieties. Most of the red and white
varieties are hardy under almost any
conditions, but the blacks appear to

e of & somewhat more tender nature
and greater care must be exercised
In the selection of varieties; of the
reds the following have proven the
most satisfactory, Ruby Castle, Fay's
Prolific and Cherry Red. The first
mentioned 18 a vigorous grower, and
15 extremely productive, although
branches and berries are somewhat
small.  Fay's Prolific, although not
such an abundant bearer, is of an ex-
ceptionally large size, and makes an
Ideal exhibition variety. Cherry Red
appears to be midway between the
others. having inrger sized berries
than Ruby Castle, though consideral
Iy below those of Fay's Prolific,
18 not so productive as Ruby Castle.
Of the white varieties, White Grape
and White Dutch are the only two
which have yet fruited. Both are very
productive and quite hardy.
black section, Climax, Black Cham-
plon, Lee's Prolific and Stewart have
proven to be the hardlest of all vari-
eties which have been thoroughly
tested. All of these are moderately
productive, and can be recommended
for general cultivation in Manitoba.
Tree Gurrants (Crandall’s

Black).

T would cull your attention speclally
to this variety. The bushes are quite
tall, exceeding the helght of the ord-
inary currant by about three feet. It
18 hardy and
produces a good crop of frult which,

Missouri

Sand Hills, southeast of Brandon, an
Is & much better frult, both in siz
and flavor, than the average nativ
Smith's Improved Is evidently an in
proved native form, being somewly
larger than the foregoing. Of th
large varletles the following, thoug
nat perfectly hardy, have produced
small quantity of fruit for the pas
Lwo or three seasons, Columbus, Re
Jacket and Industry, and | am «
the opinion that, where the condition
are favorab these larg

varieties would do falrly well

T-nd for City Suppli

The Winnipeg city councll is cullin
for tenders for supplies In severy
lines at present. One thing wante
i8 a big pumping engine fo wates
works, Tamarac cordwood to the ex
tent of 100 cords is also wanted fo
the waterworks. Another demand |
for 15,000 to 20,000 barrels of cemen
A quantity of water pipe and specials
is  required. The works committ.
want 1500 cords of cedar wood, pr.
sumably for paving.

Trade Notes.

United States railiond earnings |
December exceed those of the previou
year by 95 per cent. and those of 190

‘New England producers of footwen
are busy on spring orders. Exception
al activity in rubber goods has redu
ed supplies 1o a low point. Some var
ties of leather have advanced slightly
and tanners of hemlock sole have only
limited holdings.

Pig lron continues  scarce, price
generally advancing during the  pas

week in the United States. The ex
peeted advance of $1 a ton  was als
made in wire products. Much _ne

business has come forward, especiall,
in bars and sheets, while there is
vigorous demand for structural mater
ful to be used in bridge work and car
shops. Another year of unprecedent
ed activity In this Industry Is confid
tly anticipate

Bleached cottons have recoversd Inst
month’s decline In the United State
Stocks of cotton goods do not ...‘..mu
The print cloth market has rul
firm with business rest

by the reserve of sellers. Pr
woolens are fully maints
opening eason and fn som.
cases further advances are asked. Ney
lines of suitings will be opened nex
week

Eruest Tugwell, manager of the T
perial Fruit and Produce Company
Winnipeg, has sold out his interest in
that business to Mr. Adams (another
of the shareholders) and will
from the management. A. B. Sin
clair, secretary-treasurer of the com
pany succeeds to the mangement.

G. W. Baldwin, fur buyer, Winni-
pek. has moved his place of business
to the premises of H. & A. Leadlay
on Ross avenue, where he wiil here
after be found.  Mr. Baldwin I8 one
of the most Widely known fur buyers
in this country, and has continuous-
iy represented the same house hers
for many years

Application will be made at the next
session of parlament for an act to in
¢ |mlnl Ihr Regina and Hudson Bay
Raillway Co., with powers to construct
and operate a line from the Inters
tlonal boundary betwe
and third prin
Iy to Regina;
Churchill, on Hudson Hay

W. R. Rosebrough, who is widely

ly to Fort

however, ripens
‘This Is fully twice and is often lhl‘"‘
times the size of the average black
currant, and makes a splendid pres-
erve. There was a magnificent sample
exhibited at your horticultural show
last August, which many of you will
v, and which drew forth
many expressions of admiration.
would highly recommend this for gen-
eral cultivation through the province.
Gooseberries.

The gooseberry has proven to be
one of the most difMcult of small fruits
to grow successfully at the experi-
mental farm. Thirty-two varleties
have been experimented with here
and nearly all have succumbed lu the
severity of our winter. Of the small-
fruited varieties o fnllowlu‘ have
glven the best results: Native goose-
berry (called by us Sand HND), Smith's
Improved and Houghton. first
mentioned was recelved from the

known t e west, has ac.
ed a position with The )Iur-hnll

ells Co. as traveller. He will do the
Territories and main line west, th
ground formerly covered by E. B
Loucks. W, H. mbly, an old On
tario  hardware traveller, has also
Joined the staff of this house at Win
nipeg, and will have Southern Mani-
toba for his territory.

Foley, Lock Larson, success
to Lock Bros. & Co, Winnipeg, have
secured the premises formerly occupl-
ed by the Canada Cycle & Motor Co.
for temporary quarters for thelr
wholesale grocery department. These
premises are on the corner of Prin
cess and MeDermot streets, and were
at one time occupled by Carscadden
& Peck, The fruit department will
be continued in the present premises
on Bannatyne avenue east. Work is
to commence as soon as the weather
will permit on the new bullding to be
occupled by this firm.
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