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HOW I SECURED A BONANZA.
(4 Story of the Nova Scotia Gold Ficlds.)
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“I can't do it, Mr. Spendall.  I've been working the past ten years
expecting every day to come on just such a property, and now that I have
found it, L am bound to have it all to myself. Of course, Mr. Rambler
will share in the profits, but the mine is to be in my name.  Still you are a
decent fellow {confound his impudence, I thought, but held my tongue),
and 1 will give you a real good show. [ intend taking up 5o claims only,
and you shall be the first to read my description.” You will thus be
enabled to take up the claims directly East aud West of mine, and, s [ am
¢ertain that the lead runs a long way, the chances are that your property
may prove richer than mine.”

Our host, who had been listeming with open tmouth, now came forward
and eagerly asked, ¢ Won't you let me in, Dave 1"

“ Gut any money "

“* No, but the old woman lhas some laid by.”

‘: Well, you get twenty-five dollars and 1 will take up some arcas for

ou.”

y Mrs. Brown had retired and the old man hurried into her bed room
‘There was a sleepy respouss to his first summons, then a long subdued
conversation took place; then awaking to the situation Mrs. Brown's
voice ratt shrill and strong. DBrown beat a hasty retreat, aud as he opened
thoe door we caught the words, “ you ought to have more sense you old
fool ! the balance being lost by the closing of the door. 1le reappeared
and said he guessed he’d change his mind.

1 agreed to give hun a small interest with me. His gratitude was

genuine and took a pracuical form, .

‘* Boys, you must have something to eat before you go,” and off be went,
lamp in hand, to make a mid on the larder. Raw salt cod, bread and
butter, vinegar and milk, were tempting delicacies, and they rapidly dis-
appeared before our combined attack. Still he was not contented.
Cautiously re-entering his wife's bed-toom ho returned with a bottle of
Scotch whiskey, which he placed triumphantly on the table. Dave grew
eloquent over the liquor, and we were soon boiling with enthusiasm 1
felt we were playing for great stakes and was anxjous to be off.  If we were
not at the Mmcs' Oftice by ten o'clock, it was almost certain that Jake
Rehm would be, and the propenty would become his.  If we all arrived at
‘hat hour, Dave relicd on his superior shrewdness to get his application
in irst. .

H,arnessing his pony to a light wagon, Daveand Ralph drove off;lcaving
Yops, and me to follow as speedily as possible afier the rapidly receding
vehice. The mist was till 1alling, the roads were deep with mud, and we
went splashing along in the darkness ; but 1 bad given rein to my imagi-
nation und heeded ncthing, now that gold, unlimited gold, was to be mine.
-what could I not accomplish? 1 could now purchase 2 valuable law
library and convert my dingy *‘ den ™ into a gem of an office.  ‘I'ne noble
science, as expounded by Austin, could now be followed in all its integrity,
and the miserable *¢ bread and butter law ” with its main eye 1o costs could
be eschewed. I had never Leen a success at putting the screws on
delinquent debtors.  * A fellow-fecling makes us wondrous kind,” #hd it
was like * driving 2 nail into my own coftin ” to force a levy on the poor
wretches who pleaded so pitiously for more time. Home—oh how uttrac
. tive it should be. Cost and calcalation shounid be climinated, and the little
ones, with their gentle mother, should have cvery luxury that money
could buy. 8o I drecamed on, miking greater and greater strides, untl 1
found myself debating which pallatial resideuce on the North West Arw
(the fashionable quarter of Halifax) I should condescend to purchase.  The
gold fever was now at its height, sending the blood rushing through my
veins, and filling my brain wih most fantastic visions. “Gold fever
indeed & I fancy some criel inedico is exclaiming, * that bottle of Scotch
might havs produced very similar symptoms.”  But this is the age of doubt.

Suddenly Popsy relaxcd his kol on the reins, and with a sharp cry fell
back on the seat, Eor a moment [feared that he was dead, but he soon
revived, and said that he had been seized with violent cramps.  Quickly
unscrewing my brandy flask 1 poured owt a cupful and piessed it to his
white lips,

Clinching his teeth, he exciaimed, * no, no, take it away, I promised ny
wife that I would never touch it, and I won't,if I die forit. A warm cup
of teais all I want.”

bcdh was now three o'clock in the morning, and everybody would be in

Hailing Dave, I was informed that Brandon’s was the pearest place

where we could expect 1o gain admittance. The horse was jogging along
without a driver, so takiug the rcins and supporting Popsy as comfortable
as possible I drove on. The poor fellow was suffering intense agony, but
although he knew that the Lrandy would give him instant relief, he

* heroically remained firm in his first determination, not to touch it. After
what sccmed an interminably long time we reached Brandon's. . Dave had
driven ahead and roused the inmates, and assisted me in helping Popsy into
a long low-cciled kitchen. The keitle was steaming on the stove, and a
cup of gnod strong tea, combined with the warmth of the fire, soon restored
our patient to his usual heaith. 1 had heirl ¢ f Brandon, and was surpriscd
to find him quite a young man. He had left his home in Halifax and had
disappeared for years,

(To be Continued.)
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W. B. REYNOLDS & C0),
HEADQUARTERS FOR
Gold Mining Supplies,
Colliery Supplies,
Fishing Supplies,

~—AND —

GENERAL HARDWARE

AT VERY LOWEST PRICES. .
W, B, REYINOLDS & CO

238, 240 and 242 Lower Water Strect.

WM. STAIRS, SON & MORROW

HALITAZ, W. 8. .
HEADQUARTERS FOR
MOUNT VERNON COTTON DUCKS,
YARMOUTH COTION DUCKS.
JOSEPH GUNDRY & CO’S.

Best Salmon Twine, Seal L'wine, twisted,
Patent Yop'd Salimon ‘I'wine, Seal Srawl, do
Salmon ‘F'rawl Twine Mackerel Twine,
Te ut Twines, Caplin Twine»,
Mullett Twines, Herring ‘U'wines,
Net Norsels, Net Marline,
Cotton Nets, Hemp Nets,

MULLET SEINE NETTING; ENGLISH SEINE NETTING.

BUCHANAN'S Hand Line and ‘Trawl Hooks . -
THE DART 1OUTH ROPE-WORK C0'S Yurc Manilla Rope, Sisal Rope, MY
Maaitta Rope, Hemsp Rope, Lobster Marling, ete , ete,

CORKESPONDENCE SOLICITED.

————— - —

MACDONALD & CO.

BRASS FOUNDERS,

STEAM & HOT WATER ENGINEERS
-—MANUFACTURERS OF — :

STEAM ENGINES ANWND BOILERS,

MINING MACHINERY PROMPTLY PROVIDED.

——— - e mam— = =

ALEX. KEITH & SON,

MANUFACTURERS AND IMPORTERS OF

India Pale Ale and Porter,
ENGLISH ALE & BROWN STOUT,
LOWER WATER STREET, HALIFAX,




