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CHIT-CHAT AND CHUCKLES.
THE TUNKUNTEL.
* What {s & Tunkuntel 7" he asked,
¢ And have you got one here?
\Why don’t you let me play withit?
And why is it g0 dear ¥’

¢ A Tuvkuutel,” I vaguely eaid,
* I've veally nover seon,

Is it o kind of animal ?
I don't know what you mean,”

“QOh, yes, youdo! Don't tell mothat!
Youknow it very well,

For you always say you love me
More than a Tunkuatel.”

—St. Nicholas,

In a paper recently read bofore tho American Philosophical Society, R.
Meade Bache announces that from exporiments by himself and others he is
led to believe electricity may foon be applied to the putification of water.
The exsct mothod by which this rosult is to be accomplished is not divulged,
but it will consist of such an operation upon the predatory bacteria es will
destroy the dangers now prevalent in the drinking-water thoy befoul. Lvery
consideration of good health adds emphosis to t'ie hopo that Mr, Bacho is
not a deluded prophot. ILlectricity will score ita grandest triumph if it
eliminates the perils that lurk in contaminasted wator.

Japan commenced railway building in 1870, and at tho end,of last yesr
had 10,402 miles in operation, with 874 miles moro under construction,
About ooe-half of the mileage is ownod by the Governmont. The rapid
progress made by this enterprising country is in striking ocontrast to the
timid conservatism which Las prevented her great neighbor, China, from
allowing the locomotive upan her soil, with the exception of the building of
a fow miles of local road chiufly for coal transportation. While Japan is
prospering, infused with tho spiril of the nineteenth contury, China is still
centuries behind the reat of the world,

It is of the utmost importance to all concerned that thore shall be no
narrowness on the part of the World's Fair management in desling with the
electrical exhibit, This feature of tho fair wiil be essily the newest, and, in
all probability, the most interesting from a scientific standpoint of all that
vest array of the products of human industry .and inganuity. If properly
oncouraged it will bo so extensive as to embrace overy discovery and overy
applianca known fo «man iu a field that is widening daily and whose resour-
ces have beon developed during rocent yoars in an estonishing degrae.
Compared with previous oxhibits cf this class, that at Chicago will be =
revelation, for progress in electrical scienco bas been mest marked in Amer-
ica, and there can be no doubt that the Amorican exhibit alone will prove to
be a marver.

A Huxorous CaxoN.—Thero was 8 quaint old canon in Newcastle some
years ago who never minded what ho s3id or how he said it. Oao vory wet
day he noticed somo strangers in his chuich (people who he knew attended
anuther on finer days,) so, atter tho service, ho toddlod down the awle and
ssid to them audibly, ‘I am very glad you make a convonionco of my church
ona wet day.” Thissame oddity went to visit a sick man during the absenco
of one of his curates, and began to read a part of the Church prayoers to him,
at which tho old man expostulated, saying, * Mr.——always made his
prayers up as be went along ; he couldn’t understand thom priuted prayers.”
The canon at this flared up, and withored the old man with theso words : “If
you think I am going to wrestle with the devil for your sins while you lic in
bed doing nothing but being umpire, you are very much mistaken, Take
thess prayers I give you or none at all.”

Drrras.—Of the formation of deltasan admirable instance is offered to
us in the Lake of Geneva. At the upper end of the lake the Rhone enters
disco’oured by wud ; but when it leaves the 1>k its waters aro a transparent
blue—the mud has beon deposited in the lake. Asthis has been going on
for centuries we may expect to find some evidence of the work of the rivor.
This is given us in the alluvial tract which stretches from the head of the
lake for some six orseven miles. X% is a marshy plain, higher than the
level of the water, and occupying what was onca the bed of the lake, If
this state of things continues the Rhone will ontiroly fill up the lake. The
rato of the advanco of the delts may be gathered from tho fact that the
Roman town, Portus Valesia, which stood ou the margin of the lake,is more
than a mile and a bulf ioland, the siver having added to its delta this
quantity in about eight centurics. The delta of tha Missis:ippi bas an area
of 12,300 square miles. The river brings down 1.1321 of its weight of solid
matter, or moro than 6,000,000,000 cubic feet annualy ; yot zuch is the vast
#iz> of the delta, that Sir Charles Lylell computes it has been in course of
formation for 33,500. 'Che Gpges perfurms oven a greater work of trans
portation. In the four rainy wmouths, at 500 miles from its mouth, it wus
found to bear seawards 577 cabic feet of s0lid matter a second ! 13 annual
dischargo kas been computed 10 be 6,363,077,440 cubic foet—au amount of
matter equal in weight to eixty Great Pyramids of Ezypt, aithough tho base
of that gieat pile covers eleven acros, aud 1ts apex 13 569 foct ehove the

level of the plain,
WHAT YOUR GRANDMOTHER DID

Ste hetcheled tho flax and carded the wool, and wove the licen, and epuu the tow,
and made the clothes for her husband and ten children. he tnado butter and cheaso, sho
dipped talluw candles, tolight the houseat night. and she cooked all the food for her
Louseliold by an open tiro-place and a brick uven.  Yes; and when sko was forty years of
az0, sho was alrouidy an old lady whose best days weruover.  Her shoulders were bant and
her jolats cnlarged by hard work, and she wore spectacles and a cap.  iler geeat grand-
daughtr, with &1l tho modern convenicnces for comfort, refinement aud luxucy, may be as
charmiug aud attractive at forty-fivo as at twenty., Especially isthia treo if sho proserves
her health and beauty by the uso of De. Picrce’s Favorito Prescription, which wards o all
female ailments and {rregularitios, cures them if they alroady cxist, keeps the life current
healthfal aud vigorous, aud coables the woman of middie age to retain tho freshness of
gl;lhood ‘tﬂ»on brow aad cheek, the light of youth in her cyes, and its clasticity in der stop.

1d by all druggista,

IMPORTATIONS ROW
COMPLETE ¢

DMMENSE ASSORTMENT

SPRING - esasizse /o

Stitings aud Trouserings, Worsted and Fancy Coatings,

. BEST VALUE FOR MONEY.
Look at our range of SUITS to ovder, $12, $15, and £18,
PANTS, 93, $3.75, $4.75.

CLAYTON & SOINS.

Harness, Horse Boots, Halters, Whips, Horse Qovers, Car-
riage Wraps, Dog Qollars, Oils, Soaps, Blacking, Horse Rugs,
Harness Mountings, Harness Leather, Patent Leathers,
AXND EVERYTHING FOUND IR A WELL BTOCKED

Harness and Saddiery $hwrdware Store, at

KELILY'S, 33 aud 35 Buckingham Street,

SELLING AT I'RICES THAT DEFY COMPETITION,
P, S.~—A trial order solicited, and I feel satisfied that I will then have your trade.

I. F. K,
GHO.E.SMITH & CO.
INMPORTERS AND DEALERS IN

General Hardware, Carriage Goods, Minin and
Mill Supplies, Paints, Oils, &e. '

79 U PPER WATER ST.
Head Commercial Wharf, HHALIFAX, N. S.

|
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CEMENTS THIS MONTH TO
REDUCE THE SURPLUS STOCK.

Sm——

DON'T FAIL TO CALL OR WRITE ¥OR PRICES.

W. . JOHNSON,
121 AND 123 HOLLIS STREET, HALIFAX, N. 8

RHODES, CURRY & CO. | AMHERST, N. &

Manufacturers and Builders. | 229 EETLUMBRR
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Waalut, Cherry, Ash, Hirch, Reech, Pine and Whitewcod House Finith, Doors Sashes, Blinds, \Wood
Mantles, Mouldine-, &c. * CABINET TRIM FINISH.” for Dwellings, Drug Stotes, Offices, &c.
SCHOUL,OFFICE, CHURCH and HUUSE FURNITURE, &z. -Dricks, Lime, Cement, Calcined
l’hster, K¢, Manufacturers of and Dealers in all kinde of Builders® Materials,
: AF Send for Estimates. "€k




