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ratreat actually cut off his communications iI’edoo and Santoe, and threatened the com-

and prevented assistanco renching him. Tho
confusion of tho times had brought out in
full force tho border scoundrels described 1n
“fhe Campsigns of 1754-64"—ever ready
to profit by the calamity of friend or foe-

they now assembled in groat forco under
Boone and Colonel Camplell havingleained
that a valuabloe lot of presents wero deposit-
ad at Agusta for the Creek and Cherokoo
Indians undoer a slight guard, they resolved
to attempt the capture of the pust, and had
arrived in the neighborhood of Gilberttowp
before they learned that Clark had been re:
puised; while still debating what to do they
were joined by somo battalicns of militin un-
der Colonels Cloveland, Shelby and others
which brought their numbers up to 3000
men, and were persuaded to attack Fergu
son by a Colonel Willams who pointed out
to them the necessity of removing such a
serious impedinent to thewr predatory ex.
cursions. ‘lhat ofticer when apprised of his
danger at once despatched meossengers to

Lord Cornwallis (but they were intercepted |I'a

by Clark) and commenced a rapid retreat.
The borderers finding they could not over-
take him despatched 1500 picked men on
horseback who overtook him on the 9th of
October at King's Mountain, and aftera
smart engagement, in which Major Ferguson
was killed, captured and dispersed his whole
detachment, of which they hung ten men
immediately arter the action. Embaldened
Ly this they made an attack on Polk's Ahll,
near Charlotte, where a small detachment
of the 23rd Regiment was posted, under a
Lieutenant Greyson, a very young man,
who repulsed them with severo loss, on
whiclhl they wera disbanded as quickly as
they were brought together.

Lord Cornwallis' retreat on Wynnsborough
was marked by extraordinary hardsinps. It
was tho werst scason of the year and rained
incessantly. The soldiers were without
tents; the rtads ankle deep in mud, and
the army was obliged to camp out in the

swamps; for days they had no bread, anu |0

when that was supplied there was no beef.
For five Zays thero was no provisions but In.
dian 2orn, which was collected as it stood in
tno car—fivo ears was the alléwance for two
men for twenty-four hours. The water drank
was as thick as puddle, and to crown alt the
militia soldiers who did tho foraging and
provided all the food, actually dragged the
waggons through the rivers and creoks, were
maltreated by abusive language and actu.
slly beaten by the officers of the Quarter-
Master General's department. Little sur-
prise will bo felt at their desertion by sec-
tions, nor of the hardships of the troops.
In fact if thoretreat had to be continued
much longer the total destruction of the
army would have ensued, so contemptible
had they become and so detested that par-
tisans of Congress began to appesr on every
sido. Marion, with o number of followers,
traversed the country botween the Rivers

mumoatlons with Camden and Charlestown,
' bus Tarloton being sentagainst him ho foand
tho botter part of valour to be pradonco,
and retreated to the swamps whers he could
neither do mischief nor suffer J.arm.

About the sarve time Sumipteragainmade
his appearance with the intention of attack-
ing the post at Ninety-Six. A plan was laid
for surprising the post at Fish Dum, on the
Broad River, but the attacking party were
1epulsed \uth & loss of 20 mon, and imme-
dintely aftorwards Sumpter effected 8 junc.
tion with some other par tmns,, while Cora-
wallis, seriously alarmoed for Ninely-Six,
ro- c.\llul "Tarleton, who was ordered at onco
fto march by the n~.rest routo to the
threatoned post.  Tho Sixty Turd Regi-
ment (being that repulsed in the former
attack) was sent forward to join him on his
march, while the 71st advanced to his sup.
port. Meanwinle Sumpter, confident that
all opposition had becn overcome, marched
forward with great hopes of succoss, so that
rleton had nearly succeeded 1 getting in
his rear before Sumpter was aware of his
presenco. A deserter of the 63rd Rogiment
apprised him of his danger and he com-
menced at once a rapid retreat. ‘At a ford
on the Enoree Tarleton camo up with and
cut to pieces his rear guard. Itnow became
of the utmost importance to prevent the
United States tecops from crossing tho River
‘Tyger as their escape would be certain, Tar-
leton with 80 mounted men of tho 63rd Re-
giment and 170 Cavalry pressed forward in
pursnit leaving tne infantry to come c¢iat
their leisure, and on the 23rd of November,
atter a rapid march, came up with Sumpter’s
force, amounting to 700 men, advantageous-
ly posted on Blackstock Hill nearthe Tybeo.
Asitwas no part of Tarleton's tactics to
tako mere numbers into account & precipi-
tate attack was at once made, and after a
hard fight of soveral hours’ duration in
which the 63rd behaved badly, Sumpter
being badly wounded, and knowing that
arleton would bo reinforced, rotreated, car-
rying off His wovaded. His forze, after con-
veying him to a place of safety, disbanded.

As far as active oper ‘uonswere concerned
this action closed the campaign of 1780 in
South Carolina. Gen. Gates had began to
assemble an army at tiilisborough in North
Carolina, and finally transferred his head-
quarters to Salisbury, where ho was super-
seded by Gen. Green on the 3rd December.

Great oxortions had been mado by the
British Genoral to overcome all the difficul
ties of his position, but the plan of campaign
was false from the beginning and plainly
showed-that sins against strategy cannot bo
committed without impunity. The folly of
landing troops in a country intersected with
deep and impassible rivers, without adequate
means of transport and dependent alone on
tho natural roads of tho country for commu.
nication, was only cqualled by tho fatuity
which govorned the Generals commanding

v

and led them to divido a force which could
if properly handled have renderdéd rosistance
impossible,

Tho campaign in the Eastern States was
managed or mismanaged in simtlar fashion-~
the scason immediately after Sir H. Clinton
sniled with the expedition to Charleston be-
camo ono of tho most sovero on record—ali
tho rivers from Virginia northwards were
frozen over for thre¢ months, and nearly all
tho estuaries, tho Hudson River and the
harbour of Now York being completely froz
en over, all communication cut off’ by sea
and tho garrison was depuved of the aud
which could be afforded in dofendmg the
town by the men of war; the troops were §
sufferir g from want of provisions and fucl, §
and had Washington chosen to attacl, or §
been able to doso, he might have suceeeded §
in ruint.g what remained there of the British
troops; but ho foolishly allowed his army to }
bo weakened by dotachments wineh were
cither capturad at, or destroyed in the vicin. §
ity of Charleston; he had also lost tho only §
General in that army when Loe rotired after
tho battlo of Monmouth. The destruction
of magazines during the summer and autumn [§
had been most injurious, and the rapid de- |
preciation of the paper money issued by
Congress added to his difficultios ; tho sold
iors were sometime for days without bread,
and a chronie spirit of mutiny kept alive by
the hardships endured bogan todisplay itsels.

No offensive movement could be undortaken i

with tho exception ofan attempt on the part BN
of Lérd Stirling,about the nuddle of January, §
to surprise a small Lost on Staton Island, m g

which ho took somo prisoners and wasobliged I8

« rotreat with the loss of an equal number §§
The Amaerican troops had established . €

post at Young's house in tho neighborhood B

of White Plains, for the purpose of interrupt-

ing supplies to the New York market, and it J

becawme ar object of importance to dislodge
this force which amounted to 300 men. As B
tho exigencies of tho times demanded Jhat B8
this force should be dislodged, and as it was §
20 miles from tho outposts of the Dritish J
army considerable difficulty was anticipated, i

at length, on the 20d Fobruary, 1780, a force Ji8

undor Licut- Colonel Norton, of the Guards, i
was detached for the purpose: after a fatigu- §
ing night march through snow tiwo faet desp §

they arrived at the post two hours after sun- § -

riso and captured it by a precipitate attack,
killing 40 men of tho garrison and making 97

prisoners, with & loss of two killed and 2 §

wounded. The troops returned to King's §
Bridgo the same day reaching it at 9 ¢’clock,
P

Nothing of importance appears to have
occurred till the 7th of June, when a consid
crable force landed at Elizabethtown, in Jer
sey, it being supposed that tho inhabitants E
woro desirous of throwing off the yoke of

Congress; and to enablo them to do so with

effect 8, well as to strike » blow at Washing-

ton whose troops were known to be in s state . y
of mutiny tho expedition was designed, but G




