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FOR THE SABBATH SCHOOL.

International 8. S. Lesson.
Lxssox V.—How 1o Prav.—Jas. 30
(Matt, vi: 5.15)

Gorngy TEXT,—** I'ray to the Father which is in secrot.”—
Matt. vi, 6.

Tiuk ANp Prace.—Sammer A.D. 25, Mount of Beatitudes.

Lessox Ovriase. =1 Praying Humbly, 6-7. 11, Peaying to a
Father, 8-18. 1L, Praying with Forgivencss, 14, 15.

Inthoptetion -The Boatitudes with which our Lord introdaced
His Serinon on the Mouot constituted our last lesson. Continuing
Hus discourse, our Lord declared that He had not como to destroy
or sct usudo the law, but to fullil, and then proceeded to interpret
certan of tho commandinents, showing that the obedience required
was ot terely such a literal obedience as the Pharassic :aterpret”
ation demanded, but a sprritual oboedience. In the tirat four verse®
of the mixth chapter wo have somo instructiony concerning alms.
givaing, with & warning agawst all ostentation ; and this 13 followed
by our lesson,

Venrse iy Vese —35, ¢ Hypoctites.”—Those who wear a mask i
who protend to bo geod whilo they are bad. * Syuagogues,” —The
Jewish churches. ¢ Have their roward.” -3y men praising them
for their goodnoes ard piety.

G. * Thy clorot " —Some private place, where prayer can be
offered alone witl God.  ** Shut the door.”~ So as not to be seen
of men. * Reward thee openly.”—By giving manifeat tokens of
His g-acc. leadiog to a hife that shall be scen and known as a life of
prayer.

7. ** Vaia repetitions.” —The prayers of the heathen were mado
up largely of many repetitions of the name of their god. ** Heathen.”
—Those who worshipped idols.

%, *¢ After this manner.”"—Not always in these very words, hut
the clements of prayer are found here—the simplicity of form, the
subjects, the manncr.  Wo may use this form whenever it may scem
suitable. Wearo not required to use this alove. * Hallowed.”"—
Made holy ; regarded as holy.

11 ¢ Our daily bread.”—Not only that which sustains the body,
but that which sustuins our apiritual life.

12, ¢ Debta.™  Moral obligations unfulfilled—that is, sins.

13. * Temptation.”’—To tempt meacs to try, to make trial of
o teat, to prove: whalcver cries aur moral character.  ** Deliver us
from cvil.” —From the evil one.  (Rev. Ver.)

4. *“ Trospasses. ~Mcaning hero the same as debts in verae 12
—that is, zins.

Tnotanrs. —** Christ our example.” He firat set the example
of prayer before Ho iuatructed His disciples in prayer. Heolivad &
holy hife beforo them.  Ho acknowledged tiod as His Father. Ho
cxprossed His hughest desire to fultill all tko Father's will. e
evidenced His deaire for tho salvaticn of allmen. He gave His en-
uro strength to cstablish the Kingdom of lHeaven. e prayed in
socret, in public, before meals, long prayers, short prayers, for
fricnds, for encmics, for Himaell. None can teach to pray but
those who have lirat loarned to pray.

** The P'rayer.” The firal in this prayer aro the petitions for
others, for tvod’s honer, and the coming of His Kingdom among
ten.  Alter that, both in place and importance, oone the personal
petitions.  Such prayer entered into heartily enlarges and broadens
the soul, and 18 an antidote {ur vain display and scltishuess. When
God's order 17 obaerved the soul develops, reaches out and pro-
greasce.  \When private prayer s attecded unto it follows on to the
next natural atep, that of fanuly prager, and on to aocal prayer,
and atill on to public prayer.  Tnesc are steps in the apinitual lad.
der. Unlers & mao i made sttun: kimaclf, by zeccret devotion,
wherein ho adores tiird a3 his Fathicr and yoaros for His Kingdom
e come, 0o 18 210t nighuly litted for poblic exercise. This pattern
of prayer which Josus gave unto Hia disciples was the grouad-plan
for all their petitions. I 13 meast for the use of all the children of
Gel. 1t suats the child, the pareat, the old or the middle aged.
12 is & tneedel prayer.

**Oar Father ™ Ao ondearing term, auggosing at once casy
noccay, faraliar converse and perfect welcome. Throagh Chrst
cvery soul may have the spinit of adoption whereby they ery Abba
Father. How gracieusly the Saviour lod His disciplea to understand
what His wers t5r them would be.  He was to bring reconaihiation
between them and tivd. They were to be joint heirs with Him.,
Cond’s greatness and power o uld not be a golf between Hinelf and
Hia children, il they realisa that His love is as infinite as His power
and His tender mercies as Sreat an His being.  His very greatnors,
His heavenly abadr, are but a guarantee of His alulity 20 help 12
ev2ry need.  The very terni ** Qur Father ™ would pat a check on
pretentinos wonship sach aa the Phances engaged 1p. Kindred
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feeling would tower abovo self-groatness and see in God an all-wise,
all.loving Father, whose will cannot be other than right because of
Him who exercises it,

¢ Thy Kiagdow Come."” Ho is tha Creator of all thiogs, Al
life is dependent upon His power to sustain it. His throne is in the
heavens. His kingdom is a kingdom of righteousness. ‘Co have
im establish a spiritual kingdom in the earth provides for the over-
throw of sin and the reiga of peaco. To pray this prayer from the
heart 1implies a change from self-wil to God's will, firat in ourselves
and in otlicrs, with the covenunt understood that we will work with
(iod by obedienco, trust, and faithfulness to bring His Kingdom
into ather hearts, until His name shall be exalted in the earth. By
bringing His disciples into the spirit of this prayer Jesus 1aised them
to a high standard of piety, and taught them the value of real com-
munion with God. His kivgdomn was to be in them & kingdom of
love —supreme love to Ilun, and brotherly love toward all mankind.
This would fit themn for their life wark amidst opposition of every
sort.

*“*Che Hopo.” Mope is desire mingled with expectation, \When
the disciples should offer their petitions they would express their
desiro for divine help. \When they said * for Thine is the kingdom,
tho power, the glory,” they expected to receive the grant of their
desire, because of the greatness of their Father and the depth o
His parental love. The ground for confidence rested upon the fact
that ull patitions had been made subject to God's will and for His
glory, while the heart held no obstruction by entertainiog an unfor-
gwing spint towards others. There is nothing sought in this
prayer that is in any way contrary to God's will, and nothing will
hinder its answer but a failuro oa tho part of him who offers it to
meet tho coaditions on his part. Ia this Peayer Jeaus taught His
discaples that heart rehigion was the only kind that secured unto
the:n the Kingdom of Heaven, of which His preaching had been.

CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR.

DALLY READINGS,
First Day—How to pray—Matt. vi. 1.15
Socond Day—+* Ask, and it shall be given yon."—Lauks ii. 1-1
Third Day—* Men ongot always $0 pray.''—Luke xviii. 1-14.
Foarth Day—The Power of Ferveat Prayer—Jas, v. 13.20.
Fifth Day—‘ Seek yo first the Kingdom of God”—DMatt,
vi. 17-34.
Sixth Day—* Let youtr requests bs made known unto God”
Phil. iv. 1-13.
Praver Meerino Torie, Jan. 30th.—'¢ For Cunisr axn tax
CleR il "—WIAT SHALL WE Do 2—Ex. xxv, 20 39 ; Luke xiv. 83.

TOPIC THOUGHTS.

The place that the 13ible bas in & belisver's life goes far soward
determining his power in the charch aod over men.

True conaecration will find avery day a holy day and every duty
a post of ministry.

To live sweetly, paticutly, and helpfully in & commonplace
sphere is a real and groas service for Christ and the charch.

The Bible lesson presents an interesting avalogy for Christian
Endeavorere. It tells the atory of the Israelites’ Iree gifts for the
tabernacle—tbeir conseoration offering, as it were. Nos 2l of
thom gavo the same thing, and not all of them zave articles of
great value. Somo gave onyx stones and rich spices. Some
cifered jewelty and gold. Otbers brought goats’ hair or badger-
ekins. The wise.hearted women, who, perbaps, had no jowels or
gold to ofler, and who could not go out and kill & badger or & ram
as thoy pleased, act 1o wotk with their hands and span goats® bair.
Ilvery ono did sccording to his ability. But every oans did some-
thing. \Wbat shall Christian Endeavorers do *¢ for Christ and the
Chorch™? The btest they can. If they cannot offer jewels and
rold, they can give goat or badgor skins, they can spin with their
hande, ana all the gifts will be cqually pleasing unto God. It you
cannot preach the Gospel from a pulpit, you can humbly do a
layman's work {or Chriss, and il, perchance, you have no special
abilities at all in so.called Christinn work, you can help in
humbler ways the cause of Christ. There 18 crying need ol a
multitade of workers who are willing 0 ron errands for the
Master.

Wo msy servo Christ by serving tho church. It is possible for
us to ran %00 far alicld in search of spocial work $o do for the
Master, whon right at hand in our owa chuzches their are pressing
snd important doties awaisiog us. There is something radically

roog with tho Christian Eodeavor principles of the yooog
person who is uclive and prominent 1 oulside work bat non-
tfectivo in the aflaira of his owa charch.




