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Merry, inarry Christmas 1

Tha lttlo chiltirens ang It,
And front cvory spire anti steeple

'1'lî glati belle rock aud ring it 1
Tho gateway or is mornlng

la renouant wlth pi aise;
Anti chorale ai lia cvçonlna<

Unnunbercti volce, ralso.
No day no ngt te muunio

in al the year of days,
As Christmîas, blerry Christmas,

W'lth Its thctvas of lotty pralco.

itlrry, mrrry Chricrnrias.
Aga.long the asti world sanght at,

Until front out. the licart cf lioaven
Tlîe lîiy atiRel4 brouglit it.

l'lon ail the eartîl grct briglitcr
liv trio ahine ofaise sweCat Star,

Trio lightc.a sorcla Ikiat sont Un biasmîs
Oh ! glati sud tride sud far.

'l'ien bieni t atair ynnng Mother
Abovea n httle Chut),

Anti tlîo angcls sang tlîcîr glorias
'«hile that happy blother sînilad.

Tison Christmas, Morry Christmas,
Canme hither, came taestays

W~hou trio Star. tho Star, stcood over
The place whero Jcftts 1lsy.

"4No Heart for Christmas."
lDY 31AR1('N 1l1AILAD.

Trhe phrase occura In twe lettera tha: lie ripou my desk. Thcy
arc six ail tiiinga else very unlika. Tho first anti the longer of tho

two is tramt a ivumi tvlîem. acquaintances cito as oe of lertune'a

tavouritcs. Sua lias a beautitul hooat cnjn hl ill it;
sho bas wtvcltm iwhich she delighta ý'o dispense amnong theso who

nced it, ant i se furtbor briglitens the world lby a prononce as gon.
erous anti fair as tho sunihine. licr vcry batidwriting bespeake
cliaracter anti intellect. Tho Jour wortis 1 have quoed li, as by
tlicir oive hcavineu, jute the closinjr paragrapa of pagua thas;

aparkia wlth fun anti fanov. It is as if a golden gables; full of

bitorucs bat isbaen carricti high andi stcadily until au ncxpccctid
jar, or it inay bc. a wcary turc of tho bearet'a wrist, sent a tewf
<lark drapsasplashing die uponi rte paper.

IlTho chaldrrcu'a braies have the topsy-turvyucsa nsoparable
train the seaison," shoc writes. I dutitnlly shut my oye: witeu 1
open cupboactis anti drawtrs. anti saia my vsra te stage whisperingis
that gît on in corners. Thle air ia thick with mysterica mmvy, anti
young brows arc bent by Pertenltons plant. I who seemt te joy ie
their joy, hida the heaviest sccret ut ail. 1 hava ne heurt for
Christmas. The holiday scansnn andi the wccks that shier it in ara
eut long agony. (lad grant tee grave net te lot my tiarlinas ozums
at tha trulli !"

Betwoeu anti untiar the lines, as throusth a lattice fromr -which
tha vicw ln aver rteo este, 1 aec tho long, acte seond wherc the
witiow wall lay on Christmnas Evo, by stealth. net te danipon lier
cltildrcu'àa pir'te, hloly anti laurcatiens and sncb roses as sha always
usedti 1 final on Christmast moring bodao bier plato.

Tho untormeti chirography of the secondi latter beleng8 te the
day whon tho ninthers of the passiug genteratien inaistoti upon
Isving a fine point te their quill penit ais cssentil tu "*a lady.lika
liand." Tho charactars arc pile, anti 1 catch inyscît wondcning, in
turuing the ruiechcs; to the ligbl, îvby womcn of trio iriter's; asgo
anti montai caliber nrever chanca te buy black ink.

Only Husautid anti Mei arc lett in tha Olti Hlomo," 1 reali
ýoncof ci ur cight chldtren ean bc with ta. at the Holy délya.

Favet lam aa j lcivu.The ctherth:cecarescattecdevortho
face, et the cartît. Sais as iii Chicago. Mary In travaIllenR in Italy;
Fraukia sn In New Orleans. Thoir Father anti me. we &it by the
fira in ta vitting-itoom lait niglit, andi lookad at the Chimtoy-
piree wbcro trio stockingeande ancks neeti te bang cf a Christms-~
ave, anti e sail1 tuaisee another. ' we liavcn't get ne heart for
Christms. this yeur. l>on't Ict' kccp il.' '«hen rte hen. in se
ccir br. lie up. the Ulolydaya ae't hlliyà."

0t coursa 1 know wba'. 1 ouglit te tçnitoto cmvii ef the-5c woec,
scparata'i by social position andi elucation as witiely as if :bey
were ressidenta ot difforent plitnets, yct aisters, je love, in lenging.
andi le aufforing. Sc însny Chrîstnis %lton.s anti se many hell.
dlay bomilica bave baoce ton iu one Rroova that the roader et titis
four-lect-ou a-fendcr chat auticipates cach stop of the Ilougbt. te.
bc." Tho asti hoatt ahnld (argot solfith aorrows, audt the loecly
%ir yearalog in prescrit action fur othors' geeti. The rente by

sult.Wfobliviou la salid tae b.rosehot la as well*known anti la

boaten a» bard as the road te postofleoa sud ohnrah le any country.
town wbere the people rondi the Chanttanquan ceurje after tae
mna'îer et to.day, aud pray attor the manuer et tliaîr fore*latbors
T1ho @tory cf tha frecziug solior imIte rastoredtir ci rrculation et
hie ewu bicot! by ohafiaîg the frezon linmbaet lfaIs comrratlcs, bu beau
useti ta point this mnoral utîtil peint anti otig are lîlunteti.

Truc, the bîcei (set ablalta that Riving et oue'tsslf te huii
wbo la feint andI içary, builds up, lnatc-,l t( oflmpovarlabaug, tlaa
giver. Obaclîcuce te the bemoly rul of tryieg teforgot laew badly
off wo ara b-y iiiinstering te these whe ara yet mare Nyretchod, lias
liulitened mamv a hcavy spirit~ andticoiltio asmart et ceuntlasa
wouuds.

1 have nu suais prescription reatiy nt liant whlle tho meunful
cyas cf theso two wernent sen te look jute mina. Tho open sncore
are te me vte ravealeti depthe cf stockaet seuls tbat refuse ta bc
cenitortati by humait ceusol. Representativo seufs thoy ara,
baneitet ceceesly by rcellecticns of iyhat ivll bu ne mare fer
tlaem on this aidaet of avan. Tho joy.bclls cf Chîristmas Eva hava
an undertoli ef desolatlon te throir cars. Tho happicit <laya et the
year are tîne sstdest, te them. Close te thair aide, andti hxeging
their keces, ara sbatioy ferme tire: cbut eut the ligbt et Cbristmas
cautiles anti Christmas Sunlight. For theni,

I la inem fer memory anti far teams2

Goed help titses 1 Ged help us ali as mnemery reviewa the
tender grace ot dayu for whlch %va weulti barter yesars cf the lifas
that uow i, eurs. Tha years that, in pasuoing, bave strawn aches
trpon aur bostis, bave scattared Osent nmnre tbickly upon becarta anti
bopes. It ia net waak sentimcntality thst makes us fccl it would
ba dialoyal te push asida thoughts ef these wlae once matie the
glati scaton more glati. To arnother rumieisccuce anti te rebe
tcarn, in steicias, tnet Chrietian resiguation. They whn hava genes
tronm cur sigbit have a rigbt te their place le cur affections anti in
cur homes at this trystinc.îinie. Titoy %veto giveu te us te haie
ant e olt. The Fathcr dots net rick us by snatching away that
whicb Ho bada us lo% o ourselves. Our treatures are ie Bis holy
ivarti anti kcoping, but thoy are still ours Fcrgctfulneas woulti be
ingratitude te the (Jiver; to ceosa te loea anti long fer the tiaparteul
imnult bc fiekiena. Ie the tyca cf the o îer.beart the rew af
Iltle stnckings. limp et nightfall, fat anti uishapen sa tiawu, ln
unbroken. Sho could show yen îvhere tha baby's piek secks wera
litng on bis firat Cliristnîas Eve, anti wbere the eldost, boy parsisteti
le driving a particelarly atout nail te support tho prospective weight,
et the atocking that ramne up te the keo ot a long log to mecet bie
knickerbockers. Do net lot ber try te tell yen wvbcrc andi wlaou
the gaps ln the goetily lina begie te corne. The amail cf the roses
that blusbeti upon the brcakfast.cloth beside the 'wite's plate, la as
proscrnt te bier imagination an %vhe ber sulent kisa repaiti tht
daeor. licr chiltiren are the vcry pulse cf ber beurt, but their
voices wili crever again seutid as awect as irbon upberno by (]eop,
mauly lotnon. Talk as bravoly as %va may of the work et Tinte the
Hoalex. -lîere in a look lu the cyea %vith which -we try te reassuro
oue sunother that telle cf weauds foraver raw, anti a voii tva de net
boe ta 611l.

Wc briug izay spirits te oilier festivals. Christmas touches
fluser sud (nler chords. Sinc tho rauntiing et tha grave Vins; catit
tho tinst lantiniz ahadew avor our lives. wa bave lesrned by bcart, a
now anti ineffable meaniss e Il believa in the communion of île
saints.' 'e observe tha Ynlo.tjda as a acremnin j tho senne
gRien te the terre by tha early Festiers et tho Chnrch ; *1 tho
visible aigu of an invisible grace." Unasceu gueas are îvitb anti et
us. The chimes that girtilo the globe wtvih munie ou Christmas-
uight are net lent in bcartlesa spaco Even wherc.

"Loyal hearts anti truc
Stand ever iu the light;
.till rapture threngb sud through
Ir.Gods mott holy light2*'

oueaelarment cf that tkjrough raptue muet bc the momories tlîat,
unscal aur tears, anti which brieg tender &miles te îhajr eycs.
Thoy mueI think andti isk of us onth Iho ly l3irthtiay as we think
aud taik of them, but ttith a différoncis tce tlîought of which caula
change tuourisu n jte tbaLniugiviug. Fer thont tho puzzle aud the
pain, the forver andi the fret, thostorm anti strcass-sai alliterativas
tbat nako up tho major part et our live,-ara otarually overpiat.

Wh'ilo wo pontier upion those thingt andi heep them in our besarts,
aur Ch-.Iatmia.aacramcnt becemes3 a Feout of Commameratien. It
sn the truc AII.Souls' Dity.

'IAlas, fer hlm who net.. sces
The starsah bltrongb bis cyprosa tracs.
W«ho bath net iosrnrd je heurs oi faith
The trnth te flash anti ceuise uukaowu,
Thît Lita is avor Lord et Doaili
Andi Love zast nover lIsu irs cime"

1181frior.

5E)4

4<


