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MISQUOTED TEXTS 0F SCR1PTURE. No. Il.

"The sin ivhich doth so easily beset tes. "-Heb. xii. 1.

BY THE EDITOR.

By a very free and easy inethod of accommodation, not uflcoinUlofl among
preachers of the Gospel, this text lias been miade to do duty on ail sorts off occasions,
and in a great variety of ways. At lest one cloquent divine lias empioyed it against
tlio vice of gambiing- a sin which does undoubtediy Ilea3iiy beset " the mnan wlio
indulges it, hlough flot the sin to wvhich the Apostie refera. With equal appro-

priateness niight it be, directed against intexuperance, profanity, or iust, of ai of
which the saine generai statement is true, for ail these fornma tYf vice easily mun
into habits which are very ditflcult to, cure.

But the writer of this Epistie has in vi"w some particular sin, t, whicli these
~Elbrew Christians were speciaiiy liable, and against which hie warns them. What
is it? L'ndoubtedly the sin of unbelief, and neglect of tho great salvation in con-
sequence of it. The entire Epistie is a caveat against apostasy, whule every now
and then itbecoines impassioned and sublime, as e.g in chaptersii. 3 ; iii. 12-15 ; X.
23-29 ; xii. 15-25. To appiy it, therefore, to ani, pbsttn sin, as îa f re.uently
done, is to throw %way ail the force of the Apostle's argument and illustrations,
whicli are in point in regard to the sin of unbelief, and in regard to no other.
Make him to speak of intexuperance, profanity, or any other cvii, and there la at
once no sequence between his reasoning and his conclusion. Understand lim. to
refer to unholief as the easily besetting sin of those whomi le addresses, and ail la
logica1-,and clear and cogent.

But is it not a stri'kingý fact that a wiu.de Epistle, and tînt, too, one of the longest
in the New Testament, lias been devoted to warning us against this one sin?
How great must be the evil and the danger, to us, of a sin so, singled out! No
other sin is mnade the subjcct of any entire book in the Bible, ns this is. Yet liow
" ceasily " we fali into it, and how liglit wo often make of it ! WVu shrink back
liorrified front the thouglit of ad ultery, or blasphemy, ordrunkenness, while unbelief
i regairded as comparatively trifling and excusable. Yet this saine unblief, 80

ipa1iated and condoned by us, is the rejection of God's dear Soit, and the effectuai
'?frustration of Ris purpose of love and niercy towvard us in His suffec'lngs and
ýdeatli. It is " making Ood a inr. " It is Ilresisting the Uloly Ghost," and
Î" trmxpling under foot the blood of the Coveniant," and shutting for ever against
îourselves the door of hope. It is for this that mien are condemncd ftlrcady- "lbe-
cause tliey have not believed in the naine ef the only begotten Son of God. " And
weII, therefore, miglit such bad pre-eminence bo given to it, in the consecratioti of
a whole Epistie to it, with a view to exhibiting its evils, and our liabiiity to faîl
inte it. Let it flot have been written in vain, in respect of any of us!
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The address of the iRev. T. W. Aveling, Chairman of tho Eniglislh Congrega-
tional Union, at their May meeting, dealt with P. great varicty of topics coxinected
with religious and churcli-life. WVc givc a few extracts. Startiiig out witli the in-
qiuir-" What can be donc to give more cifeet to thc arrangements that arc mnade
here for the good of those under our came, and for the hionour of the Chief Sliep-
herd î " lie fimat sonnds a note of warning to, liu brethren ini the màiistry : IITake
heed unto yourselves, and to all the flock over the which the fIoly Gliost bath made
you overseers, to feed thc Churcli of God, which Be bath purchased iwith l s own
blood ; themefore watdl In order to, wliich, lie says, IIwe nmust le leaders inu
spiritual tlLin(Js; mnust be 'ensanîples tc, the Rlock, in ail holy conversation and
godliness.' 'TArE, liE» TO YOURsELvES.' Ah, ' theme's the rul!P Neyer


