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TiTE “WHITE FATHERS OF AFRICA,”

Feom the [otovqey Dinest

Tho ** White Futhera of Africa "-—
‘cres Blanee d' {trigue  organized by
Curdinal Lavigenie for the * redowp
tion of lslam,” have ulready accoin
plished a wor ¢ very different from that
of tho ordwary or extraordinary
mission.  As fur ag practicul resuits
nre concerned the greatest work done
by the great Cordimal and Ing Winte
Army is that directed against alavery
Wilham Shurp, who hias an article on
the sulject m The Atlantie, \ugust,
says that Cadinal Lavigerie **did
more thun any other single individual,
perbaps more even than uny rufer or
Governtuent, to mitigate the horrors
of sluvery and put an end to this fenr
ful traflic.”  ancthee very mteresting
fuct ig t) at Gertmany has recognized
the good work of the ** Winte Fathers,”
for while the Jesnite are dented admis-
sion, the ** Wlite Fathers ure allowed,
if shey so desire, to establish them-
selves in Gierimany.

Me. Sharp, who made a journoy lnst
yeur from the frontier of Morocco to
the Enstern Tum=ian httorel, tells us
that he took particu’ne note of the
great work done, and heing done, by
the ¢ Whste Army.” In referring to
the denth of the Cardmul, und its
probable ¢ffect upen the ** Anny,” he
Su.\S :

** There seems to be ar idea current
that with his death the *redemption
of Islam® lnpsed from a grand crusade
to a disorganized, cssunl and gener-
ally futile misgionicm

*\s a matter of fact, the * White
Fatliers' are to day a better orgamzed,
better direetcd, and more influential
body than they woe in those first
yeurs of hardslup and fiery ardor
which were the oatromeof the passion.
ate elcquence und not less passionate
zeal aud enthusiasw of the Archbishop
of Algiers. It1strue that visitors to
Algiers and  Tunis and 1t is sur
prising how relutively small is the
number of those wha gro further afield
m Algera or Tunisin than to  these
picturesque and  pupular o 1es, and
thear hasdred swaller towns along the
Barbary consts, frain Oran to Susa—
may see little or notlaug of the *Army
of the Sabara’. perhaps, unless at
Curthiage 1tself, even hear httle of the
doings of the Wliate Fathers. But
the moment the Sahara is reached,
even that lLathier portion of it called
the Ziban, to the south of the province
of Cuustuntine, the must casual visitor
musgt have Lis attention drawn to
these Catholic missionaries who Liave
done, and ure doing, so important a
work in Northern Africa.”

In Tunis there 18 a small chapel,
Notre Dame de la Melills, for the vse
of Maltese residents. In connection
with this chapel Mr. Sharp relates
the following mcident which le heard
in Tunis :

« Ope day the Cardinal, overborne
by mental fatigue, aunxiety and dissap-
poinunent, went into the chapel to
rest and pray  There wus no one else
present, and after u tise los bead fell
forward on his breast, and he was
sound asleep. Waking suddenly, be
beheld an extraordinary hight upon the
panited window representing St. Au-
gustine, his mother, St. Monics, and
8t. Cyprian. This hght did not come
from the glow of the sun, but was
full upon therm as though cast from a
great lamp. He turned and beheld,
standing in front of thealtar, a figure
which he recogmzed as that of St.
Nymphanion, the first recorded mar-
tyr of Carthage. The saint spoke;
but all be said was, *Mon frere en
Jesus Christ notre Svigneur.' That,
however, meant that tue first martyr
of the Church in Carthage hailed one
who also was to die there in martyr
dom, though not a martyr under direct
tyranny, but bepeath the weight of
toil and anxiety and long endurance
and the sickness of ever deferred Liopo.
The weary Cardinel arose, either to

advance to dn ubeisanco Lefore 8t
Nymphanion, or to assure himself of
the venity of hia vision, when the
Saint, turning and pointing to tho
South, and making o gesture with his
arms as though embracing all from
the Last and from the West, sud
denly disappeared,

** Lavigerie went forth deeply im.
pressed.  Ho believed that he had
been vouchsafed a vision that por-
teuded not only his death during the
carrying out of his schemes for the
Chureh i Africa, but aleo the success
of hie great nussion for tho redemp-
tion of the Moslem world -all that
vast world which lny castward and
westward and away to the limitless
South from Carthage. . . . Tho in
cident is one that well might have
happened to enthusiasts of a nature
different from that of Cardibal Lavi-
gerie. . . . He was a dreamer, it is
true, but he dreamed along the hue of
Iis temperament ; and that tempera
ment was an essentially latin one,
direct, logical, wmmystical, untrans
cendental. . . . Une dream ot the
Cardmal’s, not hitherto made public,
was to establish a geries of cathedral
churches ull along the African const
from Carthage to Cherchel (the uancient
Iol of Juba) and to 'Tengiers itself,
and to dedicate them severally to the
great mon and women aszociated vith
the early history of the Chursh in
Africa. . Aguin, he believed m
a vastextension of his White I'athera’
brigade, so that among Ins nussioners
should be men of all races, cluding
Africans born, Pawvan or Mohammedan,
Eurapeans, Maltese, Arabs, Kabyles,
Soudunese, Negroes- sy, even Be-
douins, if practicable. Dut perbaps
the dearest schemne for fulfiltuent in
Lig own time, theugh one to which, so
far as 1 have been able to ascertamn,
no one of his biographers or comment
ators bas devoted much, 1f any, atten
tion, was the redemption of Arab
Africa through the conversion of the
Kabyle nation—that original Berber
race which 18 now pructically restricted
to the mountainous regions of Algeria.
The Kabyles are to North Africa what
the Celtiec Highlundera are to Scotland,
an unmixed and indigenous, if not
probably autoclhithionous, people; dis.
tinet from the domiment race 1n com
munal rule, in social habits, m
language, m appearance, 1n character,
and even in rehigion. . . .

“ It was with this unpromising
material that Curdinal Lavigerie hoped
to create & nation of mmssioners, a
native army of tho Cross. * Let loose
Kabyha,” he would exelaim, *and in
8 few years Mohammedan North
Afnca will be Christan.” .

“From what I saw in Kabylia. ]
feel sure that the good work inaugur
ated by Mgr. Lavigerie can hardly be
overestimated. That unfortunate and
ungenerous tendency to depreciate alj
his efforts, and to discount even Ins
apparent success. which hag done so
much harm to a good eavse, and in
some quarters nnposed 1tself upon the
minds of responsible governmental

officials, is not easy to be refuted on |

paper. Touallstatistics, arguments or
statements, ns adversaries, far less
active now, reply by aflirming that he
and lns emissaries have been fire-
brands to excite u conquered but for-
ever irreconciluble race; that Christi-
anity 1s unsuited for the Arab, with
his inberited fatahsm, and his
domestic, social and communal habits
and instincts. and that an amalgam
of the Arab and tbe (hristian 1deals
is a8 impossible as a racial blend of
Arab and BEuropean. . . .

I asked & Protestant missionary
in Flemcen—an important town n
the extreme west of Algeria, near the
frontier of Morocco—why it wae that,
apsart from the question of statisti
cally greater success or the part of
Cathiolic missioners, there seemed to
be so radical a difference in the way
in which the White Fathers, for ex-
amplo, and the equally indomitable
Protestant missionaries got at the
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Arab, Moorish and Soudancse popu.
Intions.

“ My informant frankly admitted
that the differenco is radical.

«+\Vo lack that particular quality
of imagination, or sympathy, call it
what one will, which enabl-s some
missioners iiteraly to Lo all things to
all men. We are, broadly spenling,
always ourselves; always linglish or
Scottish, or Amorican; always con-
soious of our Protestant calling, our
P'rotestant arrogancoe, our Protestant
slooiness.  Naturally, 1 believe that
in the long run our compensating
qualities tell and predominato ; but at
first, nnd for long, wo are handicapped.
Now, the White Fathers, for instance,
aro not primarily French, or Catholic
pricste, or missioners of this or that
lord spiritual or temporal, but are men
preocenpied by a burning zeal as hor
alds of a message of vital importance
—u message indopendent of anything
save 1ts immediacy and paramount
value. ‘f'o u great extent, thie mag.
mficent abnegation and discipline are
due to Cardinal Lavigerie, who nover
failed to impress upon the mission
arics whom he sent forth that the
first thing thoy had to do was to con-
form in all reasonable respeets to the
manners, customs and habits of the
Moslem people among whom they
were to scjourn ; to feel with them,
see with their eyes, as much as possi-
blo judge with thdir minds. To thia
end, he made the Fathers adopt a
whito robe similar to that worn by the
Arabs; to this end he not only made
them learn to speuk Arabic fluently,
aud to bo familiar with the Koran and
the chief writings upon it, but insisted
upon their adequate physical training
in horsemanship and all kinds of ex-
ercise.  So that wien a White Futher
soes among the Arabs he is, in a way,
already one with them. This wins
their confidence, to start with, Then
when he expounds the faith thatisin
him, he lays little stress upon any-
thing save the fundamental truths of
Christianity : that ig, of course, ar ho
constdera them.

¢ Abhove all, in what he teaches
and in what we teach concerning the
oneness of (‘od—or rather, the way
we teach that livi-g doctrine—is a
differenco where the advantage isall
on his side. The Arab, with hisin-
tense faith in tho absolute unity of
Allah, moro readily follows one who
does not confuse his hearer with dif-
ferent arguments regarding the Trinity,
but speaks clearly and logically of God
and Christ and the Virgin--more
readily than one who dwells upon a
mystery which is altogether beyond
the Moslemn compreliension or sympa-
thy. Morcover, the priests do not, as
a rule, say mach against Mohammed ;
rather, they accept bim frankly asa
minor prophet, but one whose faith
became parverted even in his life time,
and whose influence has been mainly
a harmful one.’

“From what I saw and heard
throughout the length and breadth of
I'rench North Africa, I am conviuced
that one of the greatest works of con
temporary Christianity is being ful
filled there in divers ways and through
divers agencies, though meinly ikrough
the instrumentality of that famous pre
lato whose name will henceforth be
linked with those of Cygrian and
Augustino as among the foremost
glories of the Church of Christ in
Africa.”

In the year 1800 there were only
120,000 Cutholics in England and
Seotland. In 1840 tho number was
400,000 ; in 1860, 1,620,000 and in
1890 it was 1,602,000.

The groat lung heater is found in that
oxccllont medicine sold as Bicklo’s Anti-Con-
sumptivo Syrup. It soothes and diminishes
tho somsibility of the membrane of the
throat and air passages, and iz a sovereign
remody for all coughs, colds, hoaraeness, pain
or sorencas in tho chest, bronchitis, ote. It
has cured many when supposoed to bo far ad
vanced in oonsumptlon.
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A Preclous Helle.

Uunder this hoad * (*redo writes in
tho St. Oatharines Journal of tho 14th
instant :

Bin—On Sunday last, in St. Mary's
Cliurch, a most imposing coremony
tonk place. During Father Allaino’s
stay in Quobeo ho oltained frow tho
Cardinal Archbishop through Rt. Rov.
Mgr. Marois a preoious relie, n part of
tho rolio of Ste. Avno de Besupro,
through the instrumentality of which
so many wonderful cures are daily re-
ported. At the clozo of an oloquent
scrmon on tho wondrous workings of
graco through tbe inturcession of tho
saints and & very interesting de-
ecription of his recont and former
visita to tho shrino of 8t. Anne, thy
Fathor exposed on a temporary altar
the sacred rolic, nncased in o rich
golden veliquary, for tho voueration of
tho congregation, Al eagerly pressed
forward to tao altar railing to tho
Mother of Immaculate Virgin Mary,
Queen of heaven and earth,

It was & most impressive sight,
never to bo forgotten. Tho Rav.
Father and tho congregation of St
Mary's aro to bu congratulated on tho
poasession of such n treasure. Some
people pride themselves in being the
posscssora of some tritling trinket onco
the property of a groat general or
statesman. Catholics, to whom the
words of the Apostles’ Orevd, “ I te-
lisve in the communion of snints,”
have not lost their meaning. prize in.
finitely more relics of great servants of
God whore bodies during their mortal
carcer were tho living temples of the
Holy Ghost.

I understand the relic will be ex-
posed during certain feasts of the yoar
for the veneration of the congregation.

Solemnly Blessed.

The coruer stone of the new church
in Norwich was golemnly blessed
Wednesday, the 13th inst.,, by Rev.
Father Brady. A very large congra.
gation attended service in the old
church, at the end of which Rev. Dr.
Flannery of St. Thomas delivered an
appropriate discourso from the text:
“ How terribleis this place -thisis the
housa of God and the gate of lleaven.”
—77 Gen,, 28th chopter, 17th verse.
Rav. Father Corcoran of La Saletto
was present in the sanctuary. The
Rev. Father Brady explained the reason
of Bishop O Conuor's algence on this
solemn occasion, and told how he was
delegated to fill the Bishop's place.
After a procession around the church
foundations and the r<uiting of appro-
priate Psalms the corner stone was
solemnly laid and blessed.

Thaechurchisof Gethic designand will
accommodate 500 wcrsbippers. The
architect is ifr. Frea Henry, the youog
talented artist of Lordon, Oat., who
last year combpleted his archbitectural
studies in Europe. Tho contractors
are the firm of Leattio Bros. & Co.,
Norwich, who havoe agreed to finish tha
work by the lit of November. Rev.
Father Brady's efforts and zoalous
enterprise are worthy of all commond-
ation, tho new church of Nurwich be-
ing the third sacred edifico in this
diastrict under his sble and jadicious
administration. — Woudstuck  Sentinel
Review, Awyust 17.

Inventor Edison, at a great scientific
seance, had a large globe of goldfish
whose anatomy was distinctly outlined
and every action of each organ was
plainly econ. This tho ¢ Wizard"
acoomplished by making tho fish
swallow minute incandescent lamps and
by invisible wire conducted the electric
current. The fish apparently were not
incommoded by their diet of clectricity.

A Sitort Ruap o health was opened to
thoso suffering {rom chronic coughs, asthwna,
bronchitis, catarrh, lumbago, tutnors, rheu-
matism, oxcoriated nlprle- or inflamed
breast, and kidnuy complnints, by tho in.
troduction of tho inexpensivo and effoctive
remody, Di. Taoxnas® EoLxcrric O1L,




