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INFESSION OF
A PHYSICIAN

w One M. D, Galned a Practice

hero {8 a petiod In tho practice of
sry physician when ho [s baflled by
» mystery of, discase. At such &
ime .ho fecls so helpless in tho faco

nature’s forces that ho asks bhim-
14 'Am I, atter all, Aticd for my
olesslon?'* No physiclan i8 so prido-
Reicker or blasphemous as to  be-
ve that ho can always hecal the
k. Dut every physiclan, sooner or
ter, comes In contact with cases
hich be is unable to diaghose or to
sat as they should be treated. This
a czists In the lifo of a physician
ho Is & weak man he will succumb,
he iz a strong man bo wilt dght
out, In any event, thero isa
ghty atruggle golng on in that
n's mind and upon his docision
Rets bis whols tature. ¢ &
I say this meatal battlo occurs in
lle of every physician, in otder
t the allegation my be applied to
medical prolession in the most
al manner, If you pin me down
y and say that, whild I am cor-
, thetd are still mnotablo excep-
to the rule, I wilil, for the
ol argument, accept the amend.
t. I think I am generous, though,
s I say {hat thers is not more
B oBo exception among every thou-
physicians, This faet, which
appear 30 startling to the
y, iz my.chie! justification #for
g upon rocord a [cagmentary
w of somw things that aro sep-
to be carctully guarded within
walls, consultation-rooms and
ok chamber,
wbo enter the sacred precincts
dicine aro supposed to have a
iplon for thiz moblest of all pro-
. Is 1t really iruo? I do not
“by tho question to Intimate
all the men who select mediciva
it life work are ruled by sor-
otives. Heaven forbidl, ~ Many
ractod by the opportunities for
Stleg their  [fellowmen; others
by tho allurcrments. which are
& to the student ol acleace,
Be stiil llke the dignity and re-
Mbility Inseparable from the
psion, and fnally, most of us
ft as an cxcellent way of mak-
oncy, But as 1 have said, tho
mt majority flnally reach a
kP wherp they wonder it they are
f fitted for the prolession.
Prvently hope that the time may
jeher. & teal vocation for medi-
N be the first requlsite de-
M bcfore o stindent can begin his
. It vhould be & matter for
| conslderation. I can {llus-
t 1 am trylag to explain by,
that it abould be something
p the atate of mind demanded:

by the Catholic hierarchy before they
wlll consent to permit an applicant
to cnter upon his divinity studles.

I can begin my own story by say-
iog that I nover at any time had »
f'vocation*’ for medicine DBut it was
the foud desire of my parenis thatl
should one day attach *MD." to
my vame. When my profession was
decided upon I finterposcd no objee-
tlon. 1 received my authority to prac-
tice in tho shape of a very small dl-
ploma with a very largo scal. I had
my photograph taken In o group with
my classmates, all of us attired in
gowns and wearing mortar-board
hats

Alter that solcmin ccremony was
oter,, wo tutned loose on an unsus-
pecting world I hung out my shin-
glo and had a long and weary walt
for paticnts. They wouldn't come to
me, and professioual ctiquetto for-
bade mo looking for them., One ol
tho objectlons urged against mo was
my youlh, T waitod on, satisfied that
timo would remcdy this fault My
moacy, however, gave out beforo 1

had acquired years enough to satisty.

the carping crities I realized that
the time had arrived, for sound bus!.
noss n&t@bﬁ

My first stop was to call on @
druggist in my neighborhood, and
gently insinuate my desiro for a lit-
tle practice,

“But you have some patients?’’ he
asked, in. a brizk tonpe,

“0b, yes, a few;'" I replied., "Bus
scarcely etough to talk about.”

'“Well," he sald, with tbe trades-
man's, Jaugh, "I had no way of dis.
covering that you had any.”

1'"What do you mean?'' I asked, per-
plexcd at bls tooe.,

] mean,’” be responded, frankly,
that none of your prescriptions cver
cowe here."

“Well,"'. I said, weakly, "1
belp that."

*“Oh, yes, you can,”” was the blunt
rejoinder, ''you can Instruct them to
como:to me."

Thero 1s no nocd to _ontinue the
dinlogue further. 1 remaincd with him
for an hour, and before I.lcft I had
made an arrangement by which he
was {0 pay me 25 per cent. on  the
geross amount teceived from  all
prescriptions sent to his store by me
I alro agree to pay him 3} per cent.
on all money rocelved from patients
sent by bim to me. My ears tingled
a little at tho thought, of the sordid
arrapgement, but ouly for & littlo
time. lils arguments satisfied me. He
said they-all did it, it was simply &
game of “you ticklo me and I‘ll. tio-
kle you."

can't

After-that I paid §500 in, lastal.,

menis for the privilege of being the
oficial phyalcian of ome of, the larg-
ett hotels In my native city, When-
over a guest waa taken alck, in Yhe
hotet I was xeat for asm the hotal
physiclan, I can assute, you that 1

mede the patieats, who were gemecal

“while in common with others of my

ly well-todo persons, pay mo hande
soma [ces, The instalments of my
$500 purchase mon- ¥ for the practico
had to bo pald. And, anyway, bhusls
ocss la business.

A colleaguo of mine," who hoasted
tho owncrship of » horso and care
rlage, used to drive at breakoek
speed through tho principal strects of
the town in which ho 1caided.  The
acighbors ail xaid. “What a tremends
ous practice that young doctor has
Ho scarcely takes timo to cat  his
meals ' It was all a ruse, but it
inspirod confidenco In the people and
finally they did flock to him

So 1 resolved to *'get buwy,” Uno
moreing I took the curtains off my
parlor window and dotermined o be
my owa laundryman, for that day at
least.  Just «* that awkward tinw
two patients came in, one alter tho
other—the first 1 had In  ten days
My coat was off, my slceves rolled
up and 1 was decp in my work.
What was J to do? Why, turn- tho
fncident to advanlage, of course So
wiping my hands quickly, I opencd
tbe door slightly and satd *'l'ardon
me for a fcw mlnutes. I am buay
with,an operation.'

Then 1 closed the door ard resumcd
my operalion, which was certalaly
important to me When It was con-
cluded and T had removed all  cvl-
dence of my crlme, I opened the side
door, as U dismissing a patient, and
gafd in a toud tone

"*Now walk very slowly Don't ex-
ctt yourscll unnccessanly Uoodby

1 walhed down  the hallway and
opened and closed the lront door
with a bang Cuickly rczalning my
office, 1 opened the shiding door and
cried out distinctly

“Next, pleaset’”

A special opportunily comes in the
hile of overy physician  which, il
swalily scized and sccurcly held, leads
10 a good practicc My opporlunity,
alt things considcred, camo sooner
than 1 expected. A strect car turning
a corner and glving a sudden lurch
threw a well-dressed, clderly geutle
man Into the street. The usual crowd
sucrounded him and the usual voice
cried out:

+1s there a doctor prescni?"

But the usval number of physiclans
did not step forward, and T felt it
my duly to push my way through the
crond and proclaim my profession 1’
compelied the gaping spectators  to
fall back and give the injured man
alt Then T tore off his.collar and tic
and opcned his shitt front  Aftcr
that 1 administered a stimulant  The
1nan, who bad been in a faint, revav-
od at once

Thus fat 1 had Leen successiul, A
further examtnation showed that the
man had broken his tight atm 1
ditected that k= be removed to Jus
home.

1This is my home right here,’’ lo
sald, In & feeble voice,,indicating a
handsome brownstone house only a
few yards away.

He was carefully carried to his

‘room, and then the frat crists in iny

career conlronted me. I was a med!-
cal and not & surglcal doctor, a.ndl
profeasion, I posscssed am clement l
ary krowledge of all the Lrancher of
the bealing art, I felt some doubt
about my abllity successfully to sect
this particular broken arm, which
presented unusual difficulties, dismay- |
log to my small cxperience, How-
ever, it _would never do to yield to
such misgivings-In the presente of the
patieat. Assuming my most plta.slng'
mannec I said:

“Perhaps you havo a [amily phyal-
clan and would like to have him take
charge of this case."

“] want my arm sct,” be teplied
testily, “and 1 want you to do it—
it you can.”

This was a commend and a query
1 obeyed the command and Ignored
the query.  The job was a hard one,
but it was not to b compared to
the mental struggle that 1 usders
went. Suppose I should bungle the
cas¢ and lame tho man for life. This
and a score of similar thoughts flash-
od through sy mind. I realiced that
confidence—assurance, il you will —
was necessary, and I nerved myzelf
up to it 50 well that my -work was
completed without a fiaw. 1 recelved
a handsome fee and more [rce ad-
verilsing than any young man of my
age in out town. The papers spokes ol
my skitl, apd my distinguished pa-
tient fnformed all of his friends that
I was a wonder, Little did they
dreain of the  pervous tnpidatlou
with which I approached a task which
was {o bring me 80 much unearned
ptalse.

One o my incst valuadle experi-
ences was fu & bospital. Jt 1 do say
it mysell," I potformoed eome good .

' for mwt" T 1

wotk thero, and!gained Infornmation
that could not bo Jearped from tkeo
toxt books. Tho best tuing I leazned
was tho importance of decisfon in
cmetgencles One night, while 1 was
on duty, a nurse came to mo  with
blanched face and whitened lips 1o
say that sho had accldentally given
the wrong medicine to two patients
I rushed to their bedsides, and {ound
that the mistako was likely to prove
doubly fatal Both cases required Lho

instant uso ol the stomach pump

Two men were dying from poison-
ing, apd there wasg only one stomach
punp In the room.

What was T to d¢? What would 1
do? Simple operate on the man near-
est to mo Tho nurso ran f{or asslists
anco and another stomach pump But
it was too fate [ maved the man |
operalod on Tho other dicd

On another occasion I received a
request to call from an old patient
who was afrald she was taking scar-
lot fever 1 responded al once  The
paticnt was one of two clderly  sis-
ters whom I had atiended lor many
years. I grected her In the mitting-
toom, and noted her pulse while in
tho act of shaking hands with her
Iy some wilty rematis 1 made her
laugh, which cnabled me to soo0 her
tongue Then I sald in a playful tone

“Il you wil) get me a glass. 1 wilt
trcatl you to somo of my patent soda
wawr "'

She did so [ put a tablet o the
water, and she drank it.

I want you tfo know that 1 take
pride in 'my origanal methods 1 trv
to cducate miy paticnts to like and
not o dread the visits of the doctor
In this cast'all of my work had bheen
dono without tlo diteet koonledge ni
the patient and I felt very good over
it SoI bade my patient goodbre
with extreme cheerfulness. She laok-
od surpriscd and then sald:

“OI course you will come upstairs
and see my sister?”

“Not to-dey,” [ wald. ''(iire her
my respects.”

“Why,'* she sald, looking mystifcd

abd startled, *‘how strangels you
talk -
“Strangely 1 | oechoed, Wiy
“lecause 1 seni for you to  proe-

ctibe for my stster and You dodline
to sce her.” .

It Nashed over my mind in an
stant [ had proseedied for the niong
aister 1 was cntirdy 100 clever.

fForlt.na.lcly. oo harm Was dune The

medicine given the well wetnan was

, stmply lo bead oft possible fever and

could do no barm [ was too morti-
NHed to confess my mistake, aod, al-

; ter ghvng ke right modicine to the
| Haht woman, T left the house.

One day a wealthy Chlcago man
«amy o ne to be cured of Leart dis-
case, He had fainted on his offtve and
thought lie was surely going to die
A hasty examination convinced me
that ks heart +was all right and
that ho was troubjed with an acute
ard peculiar form of indigestion. He
would not believo that. Should 1 tell
him and be laughed at for my pains?

My consclence, my tact and my
judgment were §n a turmoll. But the
habit of quick decision, whid 1 had
acquited in tzze hospital—and the sav.
ing grace that helps a man who tries
to b as hopest as circutnstances witl
allow—~came to my aid.

“My dear sir,’”" 1 sald emplatical-
ly, “‘whatever trouble you bave with
your beart originates in your stom-
"ach. And the trouble ia your stomn-
ach originates in your mouth, And
the trouble fn your mouth originates
in too much whishey and tobacco ™

‘Fbal pleasing glow of homor satis-
fied, which follows every decd of duty
done, spread all over me I felt like
cuting him for the gloty of the pro-
fessfon Dut my patient was detern-
ined upon diagnosiog his own cave—
and paying high for it.

“Stomach, Hades'' bhe rejolned,
and his face turned white with an-
ger  “Look here, I hase boen to
soven other medical jackasses, who
new about as mwuch as you do I've

got bheart discase  If you want to
cure me, you can, atd 1 can aflord
to pay you MNut If you aro going to
toad mec up with bread bills  and
charge uo vne dollar a visit, Il
drop the wholo lubatic asjluma  of
physicians and cure mysell.'

1f he attempted to cure himsell be
would be a dead man within  six

mdonths, -

“Thiy Is a rcmarkable case,” 1
said, very stowly and very gravely
“In all of my cxperience with  dls.
easd 1 bave never come across  any.
thing cxactly like this,”

This was perlectly true. Dut it
alatmed the money king. There was
just the suspicfon of a tremor in his
volca as ha asked: -

Do you think these i3 any bhope

i J

-1 ing medicine.~The New Yorh

"Y-¢c-5,' 1 replied drawing cut the
vowel of that simplo wotd In  tho
most palnful and reluctant manner.
“"Yex, il you Wil sulscribe lo oy
conditions, **

“What arc tiay?
ty

“That you will place yoursell un.
reservedly in 1oy charge=sthat jyou
will follow my ditections to the let-
ter,

‘111 do that! [I'll do thatr
cried out with eagegness that
troly Jaughable.

But 1 was not through with
I vat down at my desk, sighed
by, and gazed through the
window

“l do not hnow.” 1 said, speaking
again with that professional slow-
neds and cxactress. 1 do not hnow
whether 1 should wundertake this
Case "

“Why not?' he exclaimed jn some
alarm

“Because It will tale up so much
of my time=and iy tine—jou hnow
~is very valuable—''

"So s my lile, he oterrupted,
wilh a fechle atteropt at humnot

“Very valuable,’* I continued with.
vut a change of muacle awd as §f 1
had pot heard the tnterruption *]
may bave to sco you lwice a day for
several weeks

**How much do you wani®" hoask-
od cacitedly, as 1! eager that 1
should not get away from him

“The truc physielan,"” I sald, *has

e asked anxious.

he
WAy

bim
ren-
PR

no price. 1 will cure you flrst, jou
tan pay me afterwand
‘ How would §500.do? he o hed.

“Siel' 1 osaid, 1n a voice that was
abyolutely meantngless

It might have mncant that b am-
ount was cotirely too much, ot that
it was rldiculously low

“1 will give you $1,000'" he shout-
wd, with the amr of & man at & pub-
He auciod

1.cured him In @ month and receiv-
od %1,000 for it.

Did 1 do right or wrong?
you to declde.

Oue night I was called in o seea
hitle child suflering fromn malignant
diptitheria It was a tad case 1 did
a t think she would last until wuen
ing From' all of the conditions 1 can
say now that I weuld have been gus-
tifid in leaving that rhild 1o ats
“tate Did 17 Not at al I was affedt-

¢d by the violent gricl of the motlker
~pdl rematmed at tho bedside of the
vty sufierer all that nzht and  all
whe neal day. I did not do st 1wt nn-
are el reasons The farr!'y wae pooor
1 did not do it for lame, for this is
the first time it has boed mentioned,
andeven Row 1t i3 told anonymously.
) shed tho chiid, I acted fivmy o
tives of pure humanity

This littlo incldent brought me in
tontact with an extraordinary young
phisictan Smallpox was cpidemic In
the city, and most ol the doctors,
who could dv so with a show ol de-
cency, shirked smallpox duty.

<Some of them sald that tbhey were
not {eeling well; others said they had
familics of theit won to consider,
and a. few were bonest coough  to
say that they were alraid of tbe dis-
ease and did not propose to take any
ritks

The young physictan 1  specak of,
filled with lofty ideas ol duty, de-
termined to devote himsell entirely to
sinallpox practiee. He took all the
precautions that were counsclled by
science and human reasonm, but other-
wise he was absolutely fearless He
used to vacclnate himsell cvery other
week, and as the sicge lasted nearly
three months, his arms were almost
tovered with scars and scabs from
the virus, He did wonders for human.
ity o waited on poor and 1ich
altke 1f they had no money he look-
td for no compensatior Where they
had he expected a fee in proportion
te s work o savted many lives. 1t
15 such men, and they ate hol rate,
whu chinoble the prolession

1t is a profession whose davs are
made of diplomacy and whose nights
ate composed ol crises There is al-
wass a high duty calling, ard ilere
Is usvally a mete human man trying
to respond Had I possessed in the
beginning the vocation for 1av pro-
fesston which tclonged to my Iriend,
who had bullt a great career  upon
the foundation o! a swallpox cpidem-
ic, 1 should tung ete {his have been
either famous or dead  Such fatno
comes to a Jemner; such death comes
to a Damien, who, ¢ ho had not been
a priest, would have been a physi-
cian At that I would say i3 that
the physiclan showd pussess the in-
telleet of a Jenner apd the heart of
a Damien.

As for me, I am a doctor, practis-
Inde

1 lcave

pendent. -

Use au Oxydonor, Absoch Oxygen and
XN Write fer Pomphiet to
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Pan-AmericanExposition
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GOLD MEDAL

e 3 2 L XSV

Awarded LABATTUS

AND PORTER

Surpassing all Ccmpetitors

J. E.

SEAGRAM

DISTILLER AND DIRECT IMPORTHR OF
WINES, LIQUORS and MALT and FAMILY PROOF

Whiskies, Old Rye, Etc.

ALSO MANUFACTURERS OF THOSE RENOWNED

“OLD TINES" and “WHITE WHEAT"”
Conceded by Connolsseurs to be the Choicest ¥lavored Whiskies in the Market,

J. E, SEAGRAM, WATERLOO, ONT,

BRANDS

The 0’Keefe Brewery Go.

Limited
TORONIO.

fine, are :

AMWBER,

INDIA SPECIAL,

JUBILEE,

CROWN SPECIAL,
XXX PORTER and
HALF-AND-MALF.

Tho above brande can be had at all
first~class dealers.

THE DOMINON BREWERY CO., Limited

MANUFACTURERS OF THE
ORLESRATED

White Lahel Ale

Their other brands, which ate very

= S i P ———

Wae are Headquarters for
Agcount Books

™t BROWP BROS, W

§133 Welliagtes Btreed Wasl. Toreals,

i Toroato, May 7, 1803,

“‘To the Adrvertlaing Manager
- Catbelic Register:

4 Dtar Sir—Ia reaswing my ad-
4 vertisement for the current year
in yair paper, I fesl obliged to
comsplimant you oa jta merit a2
an advertisiag medium.

I bave decided to doubls the
space used last jyesr, which
spoaks for itaall,

Yours,

H. 0. TOMLIN, p
Ths Toronto Bakery.

*he Domalen.
The MeTatesh Granite & Nardie £

“l. a Ilﬂ YOXCI ﬂ.
Tolophons Noa.h M rononto

NAYE YOUR LD CARPETS MADE INTS

Good Serviceable Rugs

Talth (n Joe, 90 4B Matare, srlintal b appelraane,
l*- curtalnd woven by onler

'ioaom‘o RUQ WORKS
Ouwrns Baxd, Proprstore.  ¢3 QUERE 5T. RAST

MEMORIAL
STAINED CLASS WDOWS.
HOUSEHOLD ART GLASS
Rebert McCaaslond, Limited

98 Wellingten Bt. W, + + Terents
-

BELLS
Chimves and Paals,

Tia. Owl oaf pian

Ll Y

TIIB..

Cosu RAVE

BREWERY CO,

OF TORONTOQ, Liwiinl,

Maftsters, Brewers and Listtiecs

TORONTO.
Are supplrisg e (rade wilh thelr ouperios

ALES AND BROWN SWIJ'IS

Awerded the Righest Prises ol the
thona} hiladet
mmmmlmn ”"f for
orable luﬂu.n
Antwerp, 1508,

Beewing Office, 295 m.m st

ELEPHONE PARY 140,

K

Undertaker.

8310 King St. Kast, Tereats.
Tolephore Maln 1004

McCABE & CO
UNDERTAXKERS

Mg 22wy

Late J. Young

ALEX. MILLARD

mm & THBALNIR
Lan G770 WIS

D.Mann:Co.

UNDIRTAKERS
asd EMBALMXRS
347 Yoope 5L Paent dorth 2202
Noeatrs chm for Reareg scrvim
Open Night Dey.

e —d
Press despatchus reproncat the poe-
slvtlity of & sireet car sirlhe ni

Chicago.
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