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THE OCATHOLIC REGISTER.

BNCYCLICAL UPOX THE ROSALY,

LEO XIII has addroessed tho follow
ing Encyclical Letter to the Catholio

world .

7» our Veneralle Drethren, the Putriarehs,
Primates, rehbishopa, Bishops, end other
Qrdinaries having peace amd communion
with the Apostolic See

LEO PP. AL
VEXERABLE BRETHREN,
Greeting and Apostolic Benediction,

Tho sacred joy caused in our heart
by the happy corpletion of tho fiftioth
anniversary of our IEpscopsl consecra-
tion was greatly and aweotly multiplied
by the sight of tho participation of
Catholics of all parts of the world in
our happiness, as that of children in
their father’s pleasure—a brilliant wit-
ness to their faith and love. In that
ovent, with un over renowed sense of
gratitudo, we admire and wagnify the
counsels of Providenco, towards ourself
immensurably gracious, and inflnitely
fruitful for tl o Church., A4 the samo
tiwo wo feel our soul stimulated to
givo thunks and glory for this good gift
to the august Mother of God, most
powerful mediatrix at the throns of
God. Inasmuck as the immenge lov-
ing-kindness of Mary—rwhich, durin
a long and varied course of years sn
In many ways, we have ever proved to
bo prompt and effectual—appears more
clearly and more helpfully every day,
it fills our soul with happmess, ond
encourages us to a superhuman con-
fidence. \We scem to hear the very
voice of that heavenly Queen leading
us lovingly amongst the difficult ways
which the Chureh must follow, directing
us in the fulfilment of our duty in the
cause of tho salvation of mankind,
admonishing us that we should exhort

the Faithful still further to piety and
to the exercise of virtue. With her

wislies it has many and many a time
been swect to us to correspond. And
among the fruits which, with her
blessing, we gathered after these ex-
hortationa, must be specially rovorded
the increase of devotion to her most
holy Rosary, the multiplication and
netw institution of Confraternities bear-
ing this title, the diffusion of valuable
writings upon the same subject, and,
finally, the glory rendered to the same
devotion by the Fine Arts. This, as
though the voice of the Blessed Mother
were calling still more clearly at our
car, * Cry aloud and cease not,” we
rejoice onco more, Venerable Brothren,
to speak to yonu of the Rosary,
now at tho approach of October,
the month which we, bestow-
ing the favours of holy indulgences,
have made sacred to this most sweet
devotion. But cur subject will be
chiefly neither the giving of new praises
to this excellent manner cf prayer, nor
the urging of Christian people to use
it with greater assiduity: we shall
speak of the precious gifts which the
use of it will bring, gifts more than
over ncedful in tho condition of the
times. Wo belicve that where the
devotion of the Rosary is practised,
great advantage may be gained by a
thorough explanation of its fraits and
consequences as rogardsnot individuals
merely, but the whole human race.
No man is there who can now be
ignorant how much we, exercising the
obligations of the supreme Apostolate,
have 1aboured for the civil prosperity of
the world, or how strongly we are
resolved, with the help of God, to per-
severe to the same end. We havo
warned tho Jegislutors of nations that
they should not mnke nor approve
1aws that were out of barmony with
the equitablo rule of the Divine inten-
tion. And we have ndmonished those
who, by genius, merit, rank, or riches,
aro in positions of advaniage amongst
their fellows that they should conjoin
force and opinion to promote and pro-
tect the chief and hig-iast interests of
humen gociets In wnat society, as it
is in our day, tev uanc causes bhave
produced a relaxation ¢s the bonds of
public order, and the people are dis-
tracted from duo attention to purity of
moral conduct. Among such causes

throo aro most influontinl in workiug
towards the ruin of the Common.
woalth ; disliko of obscuro and labor-
1ous living , ropugnance to suffering ,
disregard of tho bappincas to como.

Wo doplore—and thoso, indeed, also
confesa and deplors who acknowledge
no rule oxcopt tho light of reason, no
restraint oxcopt that of utility—that
s doop wound has been infliotcd upon
mankind by the negleot of thoso duties
and virtues which may be termed pri-
vato and which aro ornaments of or-
dinary hfe. Irom tlus towmper result
tho rebellion of children against the
natural duty of obedionce, and their
restiveness against any kind of bring-
ing up that 18 not ndulgent and
cffominate, From this, too, result the
dislike and wearinoss of labourers at
their daily task, their avoidanco of
hard work, and tho discontent with
which they raiso their oyes to other
coursges, desiring wo know not what
impraocticablo equalisation of fortune,
Hence, too, thoe general tendency of
men to forsake their native places und
their rush to tho turmal and evil con-
course of citics. Flonco tho destruc-
tion of equilibrium amongst the var.
ious clastoes of citizena, their reckless-
ness, tho agitation of minds moved by
hatred and cnvy, tho open attack
upon established rights, the disturb-
anco of public peace, and tho hostility
:sainsz authority, of those who, delud.

in their vain hopes, assume the
Part of agitators. Against thesoe evils
ot o remedy be sought for in the
holy Rosary, which comprises both a
determined order of prayer and a
meditation upon the Mysteriez of
Christ and of His Blessed Mother, If
wo but present to the mind the Mys-
teries that are called Joyful, we pro-
duce imnges and pictures of virtue,
and muske them familiar to children
from their earliest years, Kach
may sce for himself how full and
how rich are the examples of
righteousness that may be found
therein, as an inspiration to right
conduct ; and by the contempla-
tion of these the soul will be attracted
with indescribable sweetness. DBe-
hold, we are before the House of
Nazareth, the habitation of earthly
and Divine sanctity. What a life to-
gether! \What a model of domestic
association ! There abide simpheity
of manners, perpetual concord, an
order never disturbed, a mutual re-
spect and honour, not false or capri-
cious, but proved by the assiduity of
gervice. There lacks no industry for
the gaining of all that is needful for
life ; but all is got by the sweat of the
brow, and—so much contentment is
there with little—rather with the aim
of lessening poverty, than with that
of increasing tiches. As s crown to
all this, tranquillity of soul keeps rule,
and joy of spirit, which nevcr wholly
forsake him who does righteously.
Now, these examples of huwmility and
modesty, of patienco under burdens,
and of neighbourly kindness, of faith-
ful fuifilment of the small duties that
belong to daily life, and of other like
virtues, entering the soul and impres-
sing themselves upon 1¢, will certamly
produce within 1t in ttme the wished
for chango and growth in goed. Then
will those private virtues, which eo
many despise, bo once morc pleasant
and attroctive, and wearisome no
longer; and conscience, made joyful
ard sweet 1n her effect, will also be
made strong to persuade and con.
strain. Manners will grow gentler,
family life more dear, daily intercourse
more loving. AN this effect upon the
individual will become an cffect upon
the family. next an effect npon cities,
upon nations, for theso are ruled snd
formed by the unit. So wide and so
great are tho blessings that the society
of mankind may gain!

The sccond great and fatal evil
which wo deplore, and which we can
nover deplore sufficiontly, wasmuch
as it gains way daily to the ruin of
men, i8 the growing desiro to fly from
pain, the resolve w avoid and escaps

 —

all that brings with it a touoh of suf-
foring. No longor is calm and liberty
of tho soul desired as tlio noblo roward
of those who meot anl ovorcome peril
and labour with unconquerable will,
Mon havo mudo to themsolves enothor
ideal, the greater number of thom
aspire aftor a chimoric porfoction and
an illusory grogress of aivil anciaty, to
bo rowarded and erowned with none
but carthly triumphs, none but natural
dolights, "That wild and desperate
longing for happiness holds sway in
ton many hearts, which, oven if the
do not suffer the loss of oll, aro inovi-
tably onorvated, ond too often sink
misemblf' under the paiu of life. In
this peril, too, we must find hopo and
safoty in tho Rosary, Men must learn
to havo spiritunl hopes and generous
desiros.  And this shall como to pass
if from their boyhood they swectly
and tranquilly poro upon the Mysteries
of Sorrow. In theso wo beivld how
Christ, tho author and finishor of our
Faith, worked in such wise that we
might find in his life, reduced to prac-
tice, all that has been taught us of
tho necessity of bearing pain. Nay,
we seo Him lay hold of all that is
hardest to bo borne.  Wo contemplate
Him as Ho grows ezceeding sorrowful
unto death, so that Ho sweats blood.
We see him bound like a thiet, sub-
jected to the judgment of iniquity,
oursed, outraged, calumniated. We
seo Him struck with scourges, crowned
with thorns, fastened to the Cross,
judged unworthy tolivo, judged worthy
of death, amid the clamors of a people.
And with the pains of the Son we
recall to mind the sorrows of Mary
most holy, whose soul was not wound-
cd only, but picrced through by the
soul of anguiel, insomuch that she
gained, and bears for ever, the name
of tho Mother of Sorrows. Truly he
who shall not merely look, but shall
meditate, upon such a splendour of
suffering virtue shall be constrained to
imitation. Even thovgh this world,
under the general malediction, shiould
bring forth for him her thorns and
thistles; even though his soul should
bo oppressed with distresses, and his
body with disense; yet there shall
happen to him no evil from the batred
of men or the anger of devils, there
shall happen to him no calamity,
publio or secret, that he shall not be
strong mough to bear with patience.
Most just is the saying, to do sund
to suffer is a Christian's business.”
For whosver is worthy of that nume
cannot but imitate the suffering
Christ. Under the namo of patience,
howaver, we do not include the vain
ostentation of a soul hardened in
endurance ; aftor the manner of cer-
tan philosophers of antiquity. We
mtend to descnibe the patience that is
learat of Christ, Who rej.cted onjoy-
ment and, overcoming humiliation,
became obodiont to tho death of the
Cross ; the pationco that looks to Him
for comfort and for grace, that refuses
not to suffer bus rejorces in the face of
sorrow, and counts the greatest dis-
tress fors gain.  The Catholic Charch
has had, and has ever, signal disciples
of that doctrine. She lhas in every
place, and in muititudes, men and
L women of every condition, who, fol-
lowing Christ, endure every kind of
msult and of bitterness for virlue's
sako and faith's, repeating, by their
hfe rather shan their lips, the word of
Thomas: * We too will go and die
with Him.” ay such noble examples
of constancy be yet multiplied, may
they grow still_more splendid, and
may thoy gain Divino protection {or
awvil society, virtue and glory for the
Church t

And tho third evil that so sorely
needs healing chiefly affects mankind
in this our day. Although men in
ages past may have greedily amassed
tho wealth of this world, they yet did
not cespise the things of the world to
como. Tho wisor among the Gentiles
recognised this lifo as a place of pil-

grimago and not of abiding, a5 a way-
gide station and not as a terminus.

But our contemporarios, although thov
aro taught by tho sclonce of Christi-
anily, for tho most part loso their way
in following after transitory things:
thoy do not morely loso the remembr.
anco of & botter country and a blessed
otornity ; thoy doliborately intond to
abolish and offace that hopo.  And yet
the Apostlo has suid that wo have hero
no nbYding city, but are in search of
homo in tho future. If we shall sook
for the origin of such a disordor wo
ahall find it ohisfly in tho sommon
dolusion that thought of things to
como quenches love of country and
aots contrary to tho prosperity of tho
community.  Thoro is no more foolish
calumny thau this. For that which
wo hopo for in tho lifo to como does
not 8o abgorb the thoughts of mun as
to withdraw them altogethor from
visible things; and Christ Himsolf
intonds that wo should scek tirst of all
tho kingdom of God, yot not in such o
manner a8 to causo our neglect of all
olso. In fact tho use of prosont things
and of tho inuocent piessures thai
belong to thom are the inorense and
tho roward of virtuo. Tho splondour
snd the beauty of earthly cities, which
is augmented by tho concourao of man-
kind, may inspiro o thought of tho
magnificenco of tho city which is
above, ‘Thero is absolutely nothing
lawful that contradicts human reason,
nothing that opposes the counsels of
religion. God i3 the author of naturo
and of grace. Hoe wills not that the
ono shonld be hostile to the other.
Ho would have them united in close
alliance, not in collision, not aport,
but leading by a friendly path to that
immortal folicity to which the mortal
is predestined. But men, givon over
to plessure and loviug themselves
only, wilfully degrade all their hopes
to earth and so can mount no higher.
So far are they from using visible
delights as incentives to hopa for the
eternal, that they lose all sight of
aternity. Ignoblo iz the state of those
men. God can hardly inflict greater
punishment thau is his who abandons
bimself to lifo-long self-pleasing with.
out o thought of felicities that are to
have no end. Krom such peril and
ovil shall be be free who uses the
devotion of the Rosary with devotion
and cuntomplates the Glorious Myste-
ries which it represents to him. From
these the Christian receives great light
for the discovery of thuse treasures
which, albeit remote from corporeal
gight, are yet, as we know by undoubt
ing faith, laid up by God for thoso
that love Him. From them we learn
that death is not u force of disruption
and destruction, but a mero passing
and changing of lifs. Wo learn that
the way of Heaven i3 open to all men;
and, watcling Christ as He returns
thither, we call to mind the blessed
promiso He made at His departure.
1 go to preparc a place for you,”
Wo learn that a timo will come in
which God shall wipe away all tears
from our eyes, and when sorrow shall
be no more, neither mourning nor
weoping ; but when we shall *well for
ever togother with our God, 1.ado like
to Him, for we shall sce Himas Ho is,
when we shall drink of the torrents of
His delight, sball be fellow-citizens
with the Suints, in the most happy
compsnionship of our Queen and
Bfothor, Mary. A soul nourished upon
such thoughts must needs 'bo kindled
by them, and go repeating the words
of the Saint: ** Oh, how vile seems tho
carth to mo when I look into Heaven !’y
Ho will comfort himself, then with
the word of tho Apostle, who describes
our tribulation here as & light thing
when compared with the oternal
weight of glory. Indeed, this is the
ono scle way to unito time with
ctornity, the carthly with the heavenly
city. By this means along shall noble
and gencrous characters be shaped.
Ard where these abound, thero shall
tho dignity and the spleadour of
society be increased.  All that isgoed
will flourish, all that is t-ue, all that
is beautifal under the supernal law



