THE MONTHLY RECORD.

5

0

ing, nnd can award them the exact amount advancing towards their complete develop- of the deeds doae in the body, whether th |

of credit which is their due. We bid them ;ment ; and we trust that, at whatever timc‘
God speed in their good work, and us Pres-{the advico and assistance of the Parcnt
byterians, pure in doctrine and evangelical | Katablishment may be tendered to us with
in spirit, we hold out to them the right,the view of effecting the cndowmient of our
hand of fellowship ; but, we will beg leaveChurches, and so ridding us for ever of the
to differ from them in this one important;perpetual worry. the incoherent and spus-
point—to differ from them in a christian modic effort and demoralizing tendency of|
and affectionnte spirit, carnestly loping,ithe Voluntary system, we may be found
that, while differing, we may never disagrec. jequal to our share of the task and willing
But, it may be asked, ot what avail is it to perforin it. Strepuous and sustaived ex-
to you this profession of the Establishment |ertions will then be necessary if evcr—both|
principle, while in this country your prac- individuully, congregationally and collce-
tice is voluntary and must cver remain zo?,tively, we will bu called upon to lend o
We answer this question, Scoteh-wise, by vigorous helping hand to the good work,
asking another, Of what avail is it to pro- avd wo will do it cheerfully and effectually,
fess the truth? or, what is the distinction -knowing that thereby we shall sccure to
between right and wrong? We believe the:ourselves «ll the blessings and benefits of
principle of Stute support for religion to be,State endowments, with none of their in-|
the true principle, and Voluntaryism wejcouveniences, and so place our Church, at
discard as a gross and dangerous crror.jonce and for all time coming, upon a per-
This is the utmost we can do for the good jmunent and rock-fast basis,
cause iv vur present circumstances, but this‘ Baut let us revert from the pleasing con-
is eauvalent to u great sum; for the belief|templation of our future prompects to the
ard maintenance of the truth, even in pro-|stern realities of our present position. Ilav-
fession, must ever amount to all the strug- ing adopted the Voluntary system as an
16 and balf the victory. Qur futhers couldlcvil necessaty in existing circumstances,
o no more than we now do in tho duys oflet us maka it serve as efficicntly as possible
Popish and Prelatic ascendaucy, when the,our immediate and pressing need, It is, at
dungeon yawned for them and the horrors best, hke a complicated machins, whose
of the stake and gibbet were daily suspend-|parts will not cohere and whose entire or-
ed over their heads. And we, like ouriganization suffers from chronic disorder—
fathers, will adherc to the truth through,like a locomotive engine afflicted with rheu-

good report and through evil report. Should matics,
the day be far distant—nay, should it never
arrive, when our principle may assert its
own practice, we will nevertheless stand
fast by it, cling to it with the utmost tena-
city as our only safeguard against the dan-
gers of wreek and storm.  But we are not
without hope. So long as we possess the
sympathy and support of the Parent Church,
with all her might of Presbyterian puarity,
of internal vigor, of manifold resources and
missionary zeal,—so long, and only so long,

rrievously affected with the asthma,
and ."g%xtly ruptured in the abdomen. The
pilot, who would presume to guide such a
melancholy pieco of mechanism, must not
only be skilful ip his own peculiar vocation,
but must also be thoroughly versed in the
arts of the artificer in brass and iron, and
thoroughly furnisbed, first, with a stock of
said artificer's tools, in order that, when a
breuk-down threatens, when a piston goes
crazy, or a crank gives way, or an increased
leakage presages speedy dissolution, he may

as wo cherish and invite that sympathy and be ready, with the aid of all these appliances,
support, may we and dare we hope. Wejand with all his strength and craft, to patch
have already abundantly experienced thejup and tinker at the crazy concern. But
benefit of her Colonial Scheme, may wo notiwe have adopted this system with all its
also, at some not very distunt day, havejdefects, and thereforc we must earn our

practical acquaintance with her Endowment
Scheme. That Scheme has already wrought
wonders. Scores of churches, both in crowd-
ed cities and in thinly peopled rural dis-
tricts of the old country, have been perma-
nently endowed and created into parishes,
while in desolate localities, remote from the
Kirk of the civil parish, churches have
been built aud equipped with full parochial
iowers and privileges—and all this by the

indowment Scheme of the Church of Scot~
land, As soon, thereforc as she has pro-
vided ber own population with sufficient
church accommodation on Endownent prin-
ciples, may we not reasonably cxpect that
she will then transplant her Scheme among
her Colouial offspring. This is & consuni-
mation which we devoutly wish for and
which we also confidently anticipate. Our
country is still in the infancy of her avail-

bread by it. We must work, one and all,
work zcalously, indefutigably, perseveriugiy.
Let us but direct bulf the zeal and half the
industry which we daily lavish upon seoular
offairs towards our spiritual interests and
|the cause of our Zion, and our success will
:surprise the most sanguine. Difficultics, wo
will encounter, numerous and perplexin

obstacles will arisc in our path, vast anﬁ
threatening, but let us never for one mo-
meot stay in our onward course, for in the
eyes of the truly wisc and brave, difficulties
are made but to be overcome, obsiacles, but
to be surmounted. We are tired, however,
of repeating the cternal cry of — Work,
work ! Give, give! We urge the absoluto
necessity, in a scriptural and religious point

|of viow, both of working and giving. We

are told that a judgment throne will be
crected at the Jast day, before which we

able capacity and rcsources, but rapidly

shall all he summoned to give un account
*)

be good or whether they be bad, and we 4

further told that it will be then and ther.
demanded of us, if we have ever, or if
have never, given a cup of cold water to on.
of Christ’s suffering little ones.  Viewed iy
the light of' that julgment day and th,:
awlul tribunal, the task which has devoh.!
upon us, aud upon cvery member of ¢
Redeemer’s Church, becomes a most i -
ative, 8 most solemn and sacred duty
we neglect it we do so at our peril, for th".
let us!ic well assured, is no work of supe-r.
ogation—not a work which may be done .-
lett undone just as expediency may sugpy
or scifish cnse and interest may seem r.
demand. We are all morally, religiouy
and by cvery other claim and necessit;
bound and pledged to this duty, and ou
very cxistence must depend, now and cvir
upon the manner in which we redeem th,
our pledge and fulfil these the termg of o
bond. .

Here we would leave the appeal, cop.
scious thut it must go home to the heur
of every christiun man and woman who v
seriously ponder over it, but that, in con.
neetion with it, we would direct the speciy’
attention of our people to the * Lay A
ciation,” which has been so lately organiz
among us, This is a Scheme devised bs
laymen and committed into the hands of the
laity. It proposes to raiso wmoney by
casy and popular method, to enlist the sy
pathies, and to elic't the energies, of th.
poorest as well as of the richest, to affor]
scope for the vigor of the strong, to infue
vital heat into the veins of the Jukewarr.
to rouse up the sluggard, to lay upon evers
man's shoulders bis due proportion of ti
work, to allot to every ruan bLis share of the
burden and heat of the day. Such a Schew:
—~—s0 genial in its tendency and so univers!
in its oporation — must succeed. At vl
events it must not fail. So terrible a di-
aster must not even be contemplated—mu
not be within the range of possibilits
Apart from cvery other consideration wha
would they think of us at home, whencewe
expect 50 much, were this to be chronicled
amung our backalidings, or how would ther
not exult in Gath and rejoice in the strees
of Askelon. But we cannot now speculat
on what we ought to do in reference to this
Scheme ; if we speculato at all it must b
concerning what we must do. We are al-
ready responsible for it—th e Association is
actually among us—it has sprung into ex-
istence, and, should it not succeed up to
our most sanguine expectations, we kuow
exactly who must wear the blemish anl
who must bear the blame.

Reverting to the Voluntary system and
its pernicious cffects on the body ccelesias

tical, we would briefly indicate one or tw |

I’

out of a numerous brood for the purpose ¢ -

preserving our people, as much as possible

from their deleterious influence. An error |

which must be combated now or never, hs
crept in among us, has been in existencet

among us for an indefinite period, and ©



