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JUDICIAL APPIN'METS.

saine course as before if the thiug had to ha done
over again. e

"lThe auswer to these grava charges, so far às
they were answered at ail, la to he found in the'
,speeches of Mr. Gladstone, the Lord Chancellor
and Sir Roundeil Palmner, and we have every
'wish to do justice to their arguments and views.
The propositions on which the arguments of Sir
R. Palmer and the Lord Chancellor were hased,
as far as we cani understand them, wera two.
First, that the Act does not specify sny dafluite
peri<sd of judicial experianca, therefore the Act
is satisfled by appointing a person who bas the
name or status of a Judge whan the appointment
is made, whenever or however that namns may
have been bestowed; sacondly, that Sir R. Collier
was a fit and proper pacson to hie made a Judge
of the Court of Commun Pleas, sud tharafore
there could hae nu objection to give hirm that
Judgeship as a qualification for the ,Judicial Comn-
suittea. With regard to the first of these propo-
sitions its advocatas evidently shrunk frein the
consaquences it would iaad to, arnd Sir R. Palmer
abandoned bis whola position in two saveral parts
of bis speech when hae ubserved, 'uow if this
thing were doue wantonly, maliciously, or with-
out a beed.fide view to serve the public, or if it
were doue over sud over again, as the honourable
gentleman suggested, 1 should nt stand hase to
defend it;' sud again, in refèrence to s remaria
praviously madie witb regard to the Indian quali-
fication, hie said, Il thinia it would have beau
lipropar, thoughi it mighit bave beau lagal, to
appoint to the Judicial Committee any person
who wvss not rpally sud truly sncb an Indian
chiaf judga as to hae lu that respect a lit repra-
santativa ou the Judicial Committea of the Indian
Judicatur.' But realiy to s lawyer, at least, it
is hardly necessary to do more than state the
flrst proposition iu ordar to show its sbsurdity.
The Act obviously providas, if its limitations ara
to ha more than a mare nullity, that the parson
selactad for tha Judicial Committea shal hae, whan
the selaction is made, s Judga, or ex.Judga, not
thait hae may ha macle a Judgeasftar hae bas beau
selactati to heaume a member of the Judici
Cummittea. As to tisa second proposition it has
really nothing to do with the mattar. Sir R.
Collier may mural]y sud iuteileatually ha the
fittast man in the worid tu put lu the Judicial
Commîttea, but ha certainly ws not legaliy flttad
for it, unlesa -çvhen selaated for the appointmaut
he hati boita fide the qualification required by the
Act. As to the views of Mr. Gladtstone, who
seems to hava beau the prime movar lu .tha whole
affair, we have somne diffiaulty ln aderstanding
what bis pracise construction of the Act le. Oue

part of bis speech, almost couveys the impression
that hae reads the quaification raqnirad hy the
Act not ns literaiiy mesuing that the appoint-
ment shoniti ouly ha given to s Judge or ex-
Jutige, but ss s sort of figurative way of ssyiug
that the pacson appointed shouid ha of a certain
standard of fltuess sud capaaity, sud upon this
view of the Act it would not hava beau nacassary
ta pass Sir Robart Collier througli the Commun
Pleas st ail, hafora instaliing hlmt on the Judiciai
Corumittea. Fromn the speech, as a whola, we
regret to gather, uotwithstsnding anme fine
flourishas lu it, that Mr. Gladistone is muais more
conceruad about bsving raisati s stormi lu the
Ilouse, tissu hsving avadeti tise plain meauiug of
au Act of Parliament, sud wa still umure regret
tise toua lu svhichls h, as well as the Lord Chan-
cellor, alîsidas ta the Jutigea. 11r. Denman said
lu the course of tise debate, sud %va thinia truly,
'that tisera was a dasira to do somalisirsg to reu-
der ur courts less indepaudeut, ta place them
on a lower basis, ta prevent tlserr being able to
stand bêtwaan tIse Crowu aud tise subject, betwaen
tise Goverumeut of tisa day, or a popular suajority
iu ilha flouse of Comimons, snd the riglits of the
individual subjeet, aud tîsat tisera xvas a disposi-
tin ou tiha part of pacsons uuw isig in uuthority
ta destroy soi-n of tise securities whîcls wve pus.
sessad foc tisa independence sud high character
of ur courts of justice.? Tisse remaras wethiuk
wera fuiiy justifieti by maish thsat wss said on
Monday uight, sud by what fell fromt tisa Lord
Chancellor un tise previaus Tlsday, whan the
extraordinary avowal svas matie tisat a gentleman
lsad beau muade a Couty Court Jutiga lu order
thsst 'ha shoulti ba sestored ta aumpetenca.' If
thesa ara the principlas ispon Nvhich judicas
appuintusaunts are to be made, sud if Jutigas are
to be attacked Nvitls sucersansd insulta whenaver
they iack subserx lance to tise Uuovarnmauet of the
day, wa fear there is s gloomy future tiafora tise
beuch ut Exngiand. And vie ventura ta predint
that regard for tise lan' wili nut long survive the
dlecay, if it once sets in, of tisat feeling of honour
sud respect in wisich those wbo administer it
hava bluherto beau helti."

Tfhe remark about the Couuty Court Judge
refers ta the appointmeut of Mr. Ijeales, of
which the Law, Tiï)be speaks after this
fashion:

Ona of the savaral remarkable tisaucies cou-
ceruing judicisi appoiutments propounded by the
presaut Goveromeut, la tisat ta wvhîch, according
ta Lord Hlatherley, tiha Couuty Court Bench ln
iadebtad for the acquisition of Mr. Beales. That
ieacned Judge was deprived of a revising barris-
tership by Chiief Justice Es-le, on the ground. that,
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